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Note: Your mailing label shows your next membership renewal date. For example, if it
shows 1/1/2022, your next dues payment is due on that date. If you are a lifetime
member, it will show “Lifetime”.

SAVE THE DATE
Old Smokeys Spring Banquet
Sunday, May 17, 2020 1:00 – 5:00 pm
Charbonneau Country Club
Wilsonville, OR

Big Landscapes and Big Opportunities
see interview with Glenn Cassamassa on page 3

Visit with old friends, have a great catered meal and witness the
change of the guard from our current Old Smokeys president Rob
Mangold to our incoming president Steve Ellis.

MEET US FOR LUNCH IN PORTLAND
Join us for lunch on the last Friday of every month
at the Old Spaghetti Factory, 715 S.W. Bancroft
Street off Macadam Avenue, just south of downtown Portland, Oregon, at 11:00 a.m.

The Old Smokeys Newsletter is published quarterly by the Pacific Northwest
Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) for the benefit of its members and various
offices of the U.S. Forest Service in Region 6. Copies are also made available to
all other U.S. Forest Service retiree organizations. Annual PNWFSA membership
is $20. Lifetime membership is $250. You can find the requirements for membership eligibility and how to apply at www.oldsmokeys.org/join - or reach us by
email to membershipappl@oldsmokeys.org or mail at PNWFSA, P.O. Box 5583,
Portland, Oregon 97728-5583.

Sunrise at Paulina Lake in the Newberry Crater National Volcanic Monument on the Deschutes National Forest with
views of Broken Top and the Three Sisters in Oregon's Cascade Range. Courtesy of USFS Pacific Northwest Region.

President’s Message - Robert Mangold
Greetings all! I hope this newly designed
and formatted newsletter finds you in good
spirits.
I wanted to talk to all of you about some
things I hope you can help Old Smokeys
with. As you know we are a proud
all-volunteer organization of about 870 or so
members-strong. We have several openings
in the ranks of the Board of Directors that
have been filled by long-time members.
Charlie Krebs has stepped down as the Chair
of the Grants Committee. He has done a
wonderful job. This position coordinates
with the Grants Committee to select the
winning grant applications for our annual
grant allocations. We give out between
$10,000 and $20,000 depending on the year,
to
worthwhile
non-governmental
organizations who partner with neighboring
Forest Service units (in either National
Forest
System
or
Research
and
Development Deputy Areas) to maintain or
augment
physical
infrastructure,
informational areas or other similar uses of
important assets of the local Forest Service
unit. It’s not a huge amount of work but it’s
important. If you would like to nominate
someone (including yourself) to serve in this

post, we’d love to hear from you.
Also, Doug MacDonald has stepped down as
our membership chair. We thank Doug for his
service. This position has the important task of
keeping track of all of the members, as they
come and go. We try to not ‘lose’ anyone’s
whereabouts or contact information but it can
be a challenge sometimes. This position also
engages and works with the Area Representatives. Here again, if you’d like to step up and
volunteer to help or know of someone who
would be good at this, please let me know.
And last but not least, we are now accepting
nominations for the important role of President-Elect. This position transitions into the
President and Past-President position over a
three-year term. It’s a great opportunity to
stand up and take some leadership over our
great organization. You would follow in some
important footsteps….
So that is what is on my mind. Let me know if
I have sparked any interest and please send me
an email if you have anything you’d like to
discuss.
Best wishes to you all,

Robert Mangold, President PNWFSA
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MEMORIES continued from page 13

Bill Cannon
William (Bill) M. Cannon
was born in San Francisco,
Calif., on Feb. 21, 1933,
and died peacefully at
home in Hood River, Ore.,
on Monday, Nov. 11, 2019.
A celebration of life will be
held sometime in the
spring. Bill’s father died
when Bill was 4-and-a-half years old and he was raised
as a single child. Bill is survived by the many friends he
made in his community and throughout his Forest
Service career, and his two cats.

She next worked for the Westside Engineering Zone in
Wedderburn, OR as Bus Mgmt Asst. She later
transferred to the Supervisor's Office in Grants Pass, OR
and worked as Engineering Admin Asst until retirement.
She was an EEO Counselor for 19 of those years. After
28 years with the Forest Service, she retired in March,
1990. Four years prior to her retirement, after the death
of her father, her mother (Sunshine) moved from
Nebraska to make her home with Betty. They did quite
a bit of traveling which both enjoyed.
In December, 1992 she married William R. Taylor
(former USFS District Ranger on the Chetco and
Diamond Lake Districts) of Olympia, WA, and they
moved there. She was preceded in death by her father
(1981), mother (1998), brother (1970), husband (2010)
and her son Jim (2016). She is survived by her daughter
Barbara Nunn of Benson, AZ, two grandchildren and 5
great-grandchildren and numerous cousins. Editor’s
Note: Thank you to Old Smokey Mike Ash who shared
the obituary that Betty wrote herself.

After high school, Bill went to a community college in
San Francisco and studied forestry. He joined the Navy
after completing a couple years in community college.
He then spent four years of exciting active duty in the
Navy in the Pacific. He was on Bikini Island during tests
of the atomic bomb and later was on two trips to the
Arctic as a weather man on an ice-breaker. After his
discharge, he resumed his education at his beloved
University of California to obtain a forestry degree. He
was hired by the USDA Forest Service and his first
assignment was on the Gasquet Ranger District of the
Six Rivers National Forest in northern California.
Subsequently, he worked on the Stanislaus National
Forest and also in Hawaii, San Francisco and Portland.
He ended his forestry career with the USDA Forest
Service in Washington, DC.

Lynn Vancil
Lynn Vancil passed away
peacefully December 30,
2019, following a lengthy
battle with Progressive
Supranuclear Palsy (PSP).
He was surrounded by his
loving family leading up to
his passing. He is survived
by his wife, Roz, his
daughter Angie and grandson Everett as well as his son
Tadd and his wife Michelle and their two children Alexis
and Brooke. He is also survived by his sisters Peggy
Behee, Connie Parish and his brother Bob Vancil. Lynn
retired from R6 Regional Office IRM. Donations in his
name can be made to the following charities: Royal
Rosarian
Foundation,
www.royalrosarianfoundation.org, PO Box 8956,
Portland, OR 97207-8956; or CurePSP, www.psp.org,
1206 York Road, Suite L-4, Lutherville, MD 21093.
Editor’s Note: Thank you to Old Smokey Kimberly
Brown who shared the notice regarding Lynn.

After retirement, he served as a volunteer with American
Forests and helped coordinate the Big Tree program that
helps identify, validate, and publish “champion” big
trees of each species for the U.S. Whether it was
parking cars or “bell ringing” for the Salvation Army,
Bill’s civic endeavors of simply being a good citizen
will be missed. RIP Brother.
Editor’s Note: Thanks to Old Smokey Dan Oswald who
shared information published in the Hood River News,
and this memory of Bill: “A friend and college
classmate of mine, Bill Cannon, passed away in early
November. Bill was an Old Smokey, used to come to the
meetings sometimes with Tom Snellgrove. Bill worked
on one or more National Forests in Region 5, worked in
the Regional Office in San Francisco and Portland, and
in Hawaii. He spent the latter part of his career in the
Washington Office. Much of his career was in State and
Private Forestry."

Jill McLean
Jill McLean, an Old Smokey, died October 13, 2019 in
Vancouver, WA. Jill was born on May 3, 1934. We don’t
have any information beyond that – here is the link to the
a
n
n
o
u
n
c
e
m
e
n
t
www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/jill-mclean-obituary
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CASSAMASSA continued from page 5

we’ve just entered into a totally different need for looking
at these landscapes and how best to reduce risks and try to
restore them in a manner that is sustainable. And have
some level of protection for folks. Like I said, I’ve never
seen anything as devastating. There is a short film about
Paradise on Netflix that captures it from the perspective of
dispatchers, fire fighters, and the community. If you
haven’t seen it, check it out. It’s called Paradise.

Big Landscapes and Big Opportunities
A Conversation with USFS PNW Regional Forester Glenn Cassamassa

I feel like we are trying to position ourselves in a different
way, but it really is, again, that whole idea of looking at
the landscape in larger, mutually beneficial,
cross-boundary way so we can reduce the risk, restore
landscapes, and be somewhat adaptable as communities
to what could be pretty significant catastrophic events that
go beyond what we presently experience.

Photo courtesy of USFS PNW Region. Olympic Mountains by Matthew Tharp
Cougar Creek Fire, Okanogan-Wenatchee National
Forest, WA, 2018. Courtesy USFS Pacific Northwest
Region.

leveraging resources across broader landscapes for
mutual benefit. This will require us to think about what
resources we need to be instrumental in making these
changes. I think that’s what we’re trying to do right now
in the Forest Service, not rely only on our resources to do
the work, but look at how we can expand capacity in a
way that we allow, and let other folks, take on some of the
work and own it just as much as we do.

We’ve worked with the Governor’s Oregon Wildfire
Response Council, and we’re just daylighting now the
significance of fire and its role that it is playing in the
disruption of communities and the disruption of utilities. I
was with a number of utility providers giving them an
overview of some of the things we’re working on and
during that day was one of the first times PG&E shut
down power in parts of California as a way to mitigate the
potential fire starts that could occur. Now in Josephine
and Jackson counties in southwestern Oregon, they’re
staging for that. They are trying to mitigate and make
plans around communities in the event they have a brown
out or shut down of power. How does that impact the
community, how does that impact hospitals that rely
solely on power? It’s really an interesting change that
we’re seeing.

Priorities are all about strategically utilizing some of the
modeling we have to place investments where they will
do the most good. That’s not necessarily the approach
we’ve had in the past. It was more how we spread across
the broad landscape of all of the National Forests so
everybody gets a piece. I don’t think that’s where we can
operate right now. It really has to be, if you’re going to
look at broad landscapes, reduce risks, and restore them,
you have to focus and invest in strategic areas, not
necessarily across the broad landscape.

We need to take what‘s happening in other parts of the
country and be able to apply some of that same thinking
as rapidly as we can. We need to make adjustments, and
that goes from planning and zoning siting where
communities can develop, armoring utilities in way that
really reduces the risk, examining ingress and egress for
communities, and planning for how we best protect
communities during these catastrophic events. And then
being really deliberate about the investments we make
across the landscape that are going to pay off the best. Not
have random acts of restoration, but really be deliberate
and intensive in the way that we invest in what we do.

To varying degrees of success, there is a general
understanding with communities of interest, with elected
officials, as well as internally with our regulators like the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and National Marine
Fisheries Service, that there’s nothing bad about
streamlining process. How do we be most effective and
efficient? We want to be able to take what we’ve learned
over the past 50 years of environmental analysis and
decision making, and maintain the spirit and intent of all
of the environmental law we work within. We can do both
and streamline process. For me, that’s a really big issue.
We’ve learned a lot. The United States Forest Service
turns slow, but we are making progress and we will
continue.

Can we keep doing more with less resources? How do
you set priorities? Can the planning process be
streamlined? Streamlined – yes, yes, and yes. There
are fundamental changes we can make, and again, it’s
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The Old Smokeys’ editorial team sat down with Glenn
Cassamassa in December 2019 for an enlightening and
inspiring conversation. Glenn is the new Regional
Forester for the Pacific Northwest. He has a 30-year
career in the Forest Service and recently served as
Associate Deputy Chief, National Forest System in the
Washington Office. He has brought with him tremendous
land management and conservation leadership
experiences from a ranger district to the Washington
Office. He, among other achievements, has played a
leading role in the ongoing national regulatory reform
efforts.

farm with Teddy and so I really felt comfortable just always
being outside, as part of the natural world. From a very
young age that’s what I always wanted to do. I’ve been
outdoors since I can remember, so it set me on this path: if
I was to legitimize my wanderings, I had to go to school
and work for some outfit that worked outside. I’d say that
was a big part of how I got to where I am.
Another piece was that I was able to work for Uncle Joe
Selemburg, a survivor of Nazi Germany who landed in
New York and had a nursery. He asked me one day, “Do
you want a job or do you want to learn?” I figured I better
answer, “I want to learn.” He took me under his wing and
I ended up going to school for nursery management and
horticulture, and then on to forest ecology. I’ve never
worked indoors, I either worked at a nursery or worked at
the Forest Service. So that is my story.

In our conversation, we learned about his early years and
what brought him to a career in the Forest Service, his
views on the Pacific Northwest Region, and the
opportunities he sees for the future. Enjoy.

Where are you from and were there any key
So, another piece of my overall experience…. My dad,
experiences from childhood that formed you and set
again, who has tremendous influence on who I am and what
you on this path to be in the Forest Service? I was born
I did, he worked in the aerospace industry. He had an
in the South Bronx of New York City. We Iived there for
individual who worked for him and his name was Rick
only five years. My pathway was based on two things,
Todd. He was kind of like a Renaissance man and he did
first and foremost was television. I had an
many, many different things.
affinity for Lassie since I was a real little kid.
He was a chemist, an
Timmy was always getting into trouble and
anthropologist, and a marine
“My first impression (of Region
6) is that it is really big.
Lassie would bail him out. He would start fires,
biologist. He was really kind
Everything
is
big.
The
rivers
he would fall down in a well, and his dad would
of a cool guy. He worked for
are big, the trees are big, the
come by in the green truck. Lassie would
my dad as a chemist. One day
organizations are big...”
always invariably go back and find his dad. In
he asked me if I wanted to go
its entirety that was just a great show.
out West. This is when I was
18. I asked him, “Well what are
Second, I don’t remember why we did this, but when I
we doing?” “I’m going for my course work in
was little we went to the Robinsons. They had a farm on
anthropology,” he said. “I’m going to the Navajo
the border of New York and New Jersey. My dad would
reservation and we’re going to spend some time in Canyon
work with Mr. Robinson, they printed an agricultural
De Chelly and Canyon de Muerto. If you want to come
magazine. He had a dog named Teddy. I had an
along, you can come with me.” So that’s how I got out
opportunity as a real little kid to just wander around this
West.
OLD SMOKEYS
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dedication to the Marine Corps Hymn "in the Air, on
Land, and Sea." In the AIR Fred was an accomplished
pilot with commercial and instructor's licenses and he
taught his son to fly. On the LAND, Fred developed the
first ecology program for the U.S. Forest Service, and
was a prominent range ecologist in eastern Oregon. His
pioneering work on forest ecosystems, grazing/browsing
monitoring, photo monitoring, and forest health have
stood the test of time and are still being used today. Fred
was a scientist and earned dual doctorates in Plant
Ecology and Range Management.

Tell us how you got into the Forest Service. What was
your first impression? Where have you worked in the
past? I was going to school at Utah State University at
that point in time, in the late 70s. When I first got to
school, there was this bulletin board advertising seasonal
employment with the Forest Service. You just pick
something off the board, fill out an application, and send
it in. I didn’t really know anything about the Forest
Service per se, but it was outside and I wanted to
continue wandering around. I was picked up by the Tonto
National Forest down in Arizona and I did that for one
season, and progressively felt like I wanted to know more
about it. I continued seasonal work because I needed to
find out all the different parts of the country, all of the
different ecological areas. I was able to work as a
seasonal employee down in the Sonoran Desert, then
Roseburg, Oregon, for the BLM because I wanted to
work on the coast. I worked for Inland Empire for the
Forest Service in the panhandle of Idaho, and in the Great
Basin. I was able to see all these different places and
experience them, and it was more about being able to
build this understanding of the geography of the western
United States. That’s how I got into the Forest Service.

Region 6 Regional Forester Glenn Cassamassa (left) with
Robert Mangold, president of the Pacific Northwest Forest
Service Association, in December 2019.

Ultimately, where I landed as a permanent employee was
up on the Tongass National Forest in southeast Alaska on
Prince of Wales Island, then I progressed to different
areas. (Including Wasatch-Cache National Forest, Utah;
Moab and Monticello Ranger Districts, Manti-La Sal
National Forest, Utah; Arapaho and Roosevelt National
Forests and Pawnee National Grassland, Colorado; and
in the Intermountain Region Office and Washington
Office.)

impression, and I did convey this to the Old Smokeys at
their picnic this year, is that it is really big. Everything is
big. The rivers are big, the trees are big, the organizations
are big, the number of people that want to be involved
with the Forest Service and manage or influence what
goes on on their national forest is also big and complex.
So everything is really a bit magnified in this region. The
science is big. There’s a lot of interest and using the
National Forests as a big ol’ laboratory for a wide variety
of things. So overall, that’s my impression. It’s big and
exciting to be a part of.

I clearly remember when I was first part of the Forest
Service, that first season, it was highly regimented
working on a fire crew. And I was like, “Man, this isn’t
for me. I don’t do well in that paramilitary fire crew kind
of setting.” I changed to field work as a forest ecologist.
I was able to do a lot of inventory work and mapping
work by myself or with a partner. So my first impression
of the Forest Service was that I wanted to be part of the
organization, but I didn’t necessarily want to work with a
large group of people. I wanted to continue to experience
being out and about. There was something about the
Forest Service that was really intriguing and there was
ample opportunity to write your own ticket and be what
you wanted to be within the organization.

The other thing I would say is that there’s still, in a large
way, a sense of years gone by and a deep, rich history in
the culture. There’s recognition that the National Forests
play a significant role in the local communities and
communities of interest in a way that is a bit different
than other parts of the country. There is a deep, rich
history that is still a big part of who were are as an
agency. On the flip side of that, there is a strong interest
in being far more contemporary, and experimenting and
incubating new ideas, and influencing other parts of the
country through the activities that take place on the
federal estate here in Washington and Oregon. It is taking
what is our legacy and the overall culture and continuing
to embed that in more of a contemporary way we operate,
and that is a fun thing to be a part of.

What are your impressions of the Region 6
environment now that you've been here for one year both ecologically and work-force wise?
My first
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taught his kids plant identification, how to walk a trail in
the dark with no flashlight, how to do a 100-point plot,
dig deep holes and test soil, along with respect for, and
fascination with, the high country. An evening around the
campfire with Fred was an event to remember … not only
for his insights into ecological circumstances, but also for
the humor and robust enthusiasm he brought to his
subject.
On the SEA Fred was a blue water sailor and navigator,
finding his way across the open ocean with a sextant and
celestial navigation. He loved to cruise the San Juan
Islands and lived aboard his sailboat for a number of
years. He taught his children, stepchildren and
grandchildren to love sailing as much as he did. Semper
Fi Marine. Bravo Zulu. Editor’s Note: Thanks to retired
ecologist Len Volland who provided information
published in The Oregonian.

He was also a creative innovator, and inventor with a
passion for "getting it done." To fully document his
theories, he designed, tested, and perfected the photo
point monitoring system still in use today. He also
gathered extensive data for over 50 years throughout the
Pacific Northwest Region to support his ecosystem
classification and succession model, as well as his
growth basal area calculations. Both are still standards in
the Forest Service. When he needed a means of
determining slope angles back in the 60s, he created his
own inclinometer. Notably, Fred continued his research
and publications, unpaid and unassisted, long after his
retirement from the Forest Service.

Betty Smyth Taylor
Betty J. Taylor, a U.S. Forest Service retiree died Dec. 30,
2019 in Vancouver, WA at age 91. Betty Jean Taylor was
born March 21, 1928 to Adolf and Gertrude Pieschke of
Chester, Nebraska where her folks were farmers in
Thayer County. Upon graduation from Chester High
School in 1945, she moved to Lebanon, OR to join her
parents, and brother Dale, who had moved to Lebanon
the previous summer.

In establishing and developing the Forest Service
Ecology Program in the Northwest, Fred hired and
mentored many excellent ecologists who have made
significant contributions for decades. Many ecologists,
on learning of his passing, have remarked on how
important he was in developing their careers.

In January 1949, she married Robert Smyth, and they had
two children, Barbara and Jim. Her parents and brother
returned to Nebraska in 1951 to resume farming. In
1952, Betty and family moved to Brookings, OR. She
was employed by Oregon State Bank, B.B. Crabb
Accounting, Sears and the US Forest Service. She began
work for the Siskiyou National Forest in 1962 as Bus.
Mgmt Asst for the Chetco Ranger District in Brookings,
OR. She and her husband divorced in 1974.

The Ecology Program remains among the best applied
science efforts in the Forest Service, in large part because
of the legacy Fred provided. As a teacher and mentor,
Fred was unparalleled. He was a colorful and dynamic
presence in the lecture hall, camp or field. His talks were
often illustrated with humorous drawings and stories. He

MEMORIES continued on page 15
FISH LAKE continued from page 7

Anything else?
FFL has benefited from Old Smokeys grants since 2010,
our initial year. In that time we have received ten Old
Smokeys grants totaling $26,600. The Old Smokeys
leadership visited Fish Lake in 2017, conducting a Board
Meeting in our newly constructed pavilion. An Old
Smokey (Mike Ash) represented FFL at the 2018
National Forest Service Retiree Reunion in Asheville,
NC, accepting the National Museum of Forest Service
History Historical Restoration Award on our behalf.

How do you see the future cooperation with Old
Smokeys shaping up?
Our partnership is strong. We share the important culture
and heritage of 115 years of National Forest management.
FFL members are also members of Old Smokeys and Old
Smokeys are also members of FFL. We look forward to
continuing this partnership into the future, continuing to
develop and accomplish projects that are consistent with
the Old Smokeys values and programs.
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and represented Central Oregon in the Rose Festival
Parade. Rosanna attended Oregon State University,
majoring in home economics.

with the Kiwanis. While in Woodburn, Grant had been an
active member of the American Legion Post No. 46 and
participated many times with the Honor Guard. Most of
all, Grant was a wonderful Husband and Father. He
especially enjoyed his 3 children enjoying many outdoor
activities with them. His family valued his ability to fix
almost anything that needed fixing. In retirement, he and
his wife, Wanda, of 62 years, enjoyed canoeing, bicycling
and traveling.

In 1944, she met Bernard G. Duberow (Barney) while
working for the U.S. Forest Service. Rosanna and
Barney were married in Bend in 1945. Rosanna and
Barney welcomed four children into their family while
living at the Ochoco Ranger Station, moving their
family to Bend in 1957. ¬ They were lifelong members
of the Bend Presbyterian church. Rosanna is preceded in
death by her husband Barney and her siblings James,
Evelyn, Marjorie, and Charles. She is survived by her
sisters-in-law, Bonnie Stone Burgess and Betty
Duberow Smith, children, Gerard (Christi), Frederick
(Rebecca), Marianne (Gordon) and Robin (Carol), as
well as her 8 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren.

Grant was preceded in death by his parents and his two
sisters. Survivors include his loving wife, Wanda,
daughter, Marta and son Eric McClellan (Debbie) all of
Portland and son David McClellan of Vancouver,
Washington, as well as, 3 grandchildren. Editor’s Note:
Thanks to Old Smokey Bev Pratt put us in contact with
Wanda McClellan who shared her husband’s obituary
published by the Cornwell Colonial Chapel.

Rosanna’s memorial service was held at the Bend First
Presbyterian Church on November 9, 2019. In lieu of
flowers, please consider a donation in Rosanna’s name
to a charity of your choosing. Editor’s Note: Thanks to
Old Smokey Dennis Dietrich for providing this
information published in the Bend Bulletin on Sunday,
October 20, 2019.

Fred Hall
Frederick Columbus Hall (age 92) died in his home on
December 5, 2019. He
was born to Nelson
Clarence
and
Carol
Conlee Hall on April 19,
1927 in Whitefish Bay,
Wisconsin.
He
is
survived by his spouse of
35
years
Ginger
Potter-Hall, his two
children Wayne F. Hall
and Connie A. Hatley,
four stepchildren, 14
grandchildren and 12
great-grandchildren.

Grant McClellan
Grant McClellan died at
his home in Woodburn,
Oregon on August 21,
2019, with his loving
family present. He was
born in Myrtle Point,
Oregon on October 7, 1931
to Dr. Grant and Rachel
McClellan and was their
3rd child and only son.

Fred was a Marine's Marine; he joined the Marine Corps
as soon as he turned 17, towards the end of WWII; was
trained as a Raider, and continued to serve in the USMC
through Korea and Vietnam. He was released from active
duty in 1954, but stayed active in the Reserves until his
retirement as Major in April 1987. Starting as a lowly
17-year- old recruit at Camp Pendleton, he served his
country through three wars. Between wars, he was a
member of the armed forces equestrian team and trained
horses for a number of years. His WWII Raider training
led to him becoming the OIC (Officer In Charge) of
developing and implementing USMC helicopter air
assault processes and procedures during the Korean War.
His college education positioned him to take an integral
part in building the first golf course on Quantico.

Grant graduated from Myrtle Point High School in 1949
and then spent 3 years with the U.S. Coast Guard. In
1957 he graduated from the University of Oregon with a
major in Business Administration. After a couple office
jobs in California, he started in 1962 with the U.S.
Forest Service at the Oakridge Ranger Station. He then
was the office manager at two different job corp centers,
which were managed by the U.S. Forest Service.
He later transferred to the Forest Service Regional
Office in Portland and retired in 1986. Too young to
completely retire, he found a challenging job with the
Sherwood School District. While living in Sherwood he
was on the City Planning Committee and was active

At this juncture, it seems like changes are occurring
rapidly, exponentially in some respects, that the model
we’ve used before where we get a bunch of answers and
then move forward does not necessarily work well in the
world we work in now. I don’t think it is about finding
answers, it is about asking the right questions, and
continually thinking what if we would do that, why are
we doing this. Things change so fast now that landing on
a bunch of crystal clear answers doesn’t seem like that’s
a place we can ever be.

given the climatic influences that’s upon us. I think it’s a
great time to be in this place, doing the kinds of things we
are doing. I don’t look at it as anything but fun and
opportunistic.

What is the role of Research and Development, and
how does the Region connect with Pacific Northwest
Research Station? Most of the work we do is really
ground-breaking, forward-thinking, and visionary kind of
data analysis and research on this big broad landscape.
That plays a foundational role in the application of
We started talking about this
science to the management of the
in our regional leadership
national forest system lands. It is
“It seems like changes are occurring rapidly,
team: is it really about the
far more connected here, and far
exponentially in some respects, and that the
answers, or as leaders, is it
more
of
a
basis
for
model we’ve used before where we get a
asking the right questions,
decision-making and application
bunch of answers and then move forward
incubating new ideas, feeling
that in other parts of the country.
does not necessarily work well in the world
comfortable with somewhat
There is more of a connection with
we work in now.
of a transition that we’re
research and development. In the
constantly in. Being in that
Pacific Northwest and the research
I don’t think it is about finding answers, it is
space, rather than let’s break
station, I find the connection
about asking the right questions, and
this down, let’s get all the
between researchers and the
continually thinking what if we would do
answers, and once we get all
that, why are we doing this. Things change
application of their research to the
so fast now that landing on a bunch of
the answers then we move
management of the forest is
crystal clear answers doesn’t seem like
forward.
happening throughout the entirety
that’s a place we can ever be.”
of the two states. It’s quite
What are the major issues
influential and it plays a pretty
facing you and Region 6?
significant role in how we’re
We’re active and engaged in Shared Stewardship, and
working in a connected fashion.
that is working with the States and partners in a bigger
way. How do we work across broader landscapes, for
Can Region 6 ever experience the kind of fires we are
mutual benefit, in a way that we collaborate more with
experiencing in California? What is the outlook over
partners? It’s not so much an issue, but an opportunity.
the next 10-20 years for fire in Region 6? How do we
have to position or re-position ourselves from an
A couple of the big issues for the states of Oregon and
ecological/management perspective?
I had an
Washington are the impact of changes occurring with
opportunity to go to Paradise, California, after the Camp
climate. The significant impact that fire is playing, not
Fire. Right before I got here in Region 6 in early 2018,
only issues around landscape, but issues around smoke,
we had just cycled through continually significant fire
and issues around health within communities.
seasons. While I’ve worked in fire as a single resource
Communities are looking to the Forest Service to provide
and understand it, as an agency administrator I’ve had to
leadership, reduce risks, and restore landscapes, in a way
manage through and lead teams through some pretty large
that is more pronounced than ever before.
scale catastrophic wildfires. I followed what was
happening in Oregon and Washington in 2018, but when
In addition to that, I think the infill of populations
we went to Paradise, I’ve never seen anything as
throughout the two states is really turning it into more of
significantly impacted as that Camp Fire and that town of
a mega-region. There are more demands being placed on
Paradise. We met with the county sheriff and the mayor
the federal estate for outdoor experiences and
of Paradise and we looked at what was happening there. I
recreational opportunities that weren’t in the mix maybe
feel like those experiences can and will happen here in
at the turn of the century, but are more pronounced now.
Oregon and Washington. While there has been significant
How do you provide people with those opportunities and
fire activity in the southeast part of the Oregon landscape
how do they embrace their National Forest lands? Couple
and in the north central and east parts of Washington,
that with the challenges and changes that are occurring

CASSAMASSA continued on page 14

He didn't stop there. His personal life also reflected his
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2019 Grant Report:

High Desert Museum - Bend, Oregon
Prepared by Heidi Hagemeier, Director of Communications for High Desert Museum

In 2019, the Pacific Northwest Forest Service Assocation
awarded four grants totalling $10,000. This is a report on
the $1,000 grant to the High Desert Museum in Bend,
OR.
What is the mission of the High Desert Museum?
The High Desert Museum wildly excites and responsibly
teaches through innovative, interdisciplinary experiences,
creating connection to and dialogue about the High
Desert. By interdisciplinary, we mean that we weave art,
history, science and cultures, and we seek to do so in ways
that evoke wonder and spark curiosity.
What was the Old Smokeys grant used for?
We’re grateful to have received a number of grants from
the Old Smokeys over the years. The most recent one
supported the creation of a video that we use to educate
youth about why prescribed burns help maintain healthy
forest ecosystems. In the past, the Old Smokeys have also
supported repainting the 1933 Forest Service Ranger
Station at the Museum and providing new interpretive
signs for our fire trail.
How did the grant further their mission?
In May 2018, we collaborated with the USFS to conduct
a prescribed burn on Museum property and Forest
Service-managed land bordering the Museum. The burn
presented the unique opportunity to capture the
preparations for and execution of the event in a video.
This supports the Museum’s mission of educating about
natural processes in the High Desert—in this case, how a
potentially destructive force like fire is also critical to
ecosystem health.

The most recent grant from Old Smokeys supported the
creation of a video used to educate youth about why
prescribed burns help maintain healthy forest ecosystems.

Farewell to these recently-deceased Pacific Northwest Forest Service
Association members who live on in our memories

Kathie Inman
Old Smokey Jack Inman lost
his wife Kathie on Monday,
September 9, 2019. A service
was held Sunday, September 15
at the Methodist Church in
Klamath
Falls,
OR.
Condolences may be sent to
Jack and family at 1000 Town
Center Dr., # 3200, Klamath
Falls, OR 97601.

his career in the U.S. Forest Service. Bob came to the
Olympic Natinal Forest in 1954 and was stationed at
Quilcene. At that time, Bob met and married Dorothy
Preston, in Quilcene, in 1955. They experienced 64
years of marriage. With this career as a forester, they
moved from Quilcene to Eastern Oregon, to Ellensburg,
to McKenzie River, Oregon, to southwestern Virginia,
and then to Colorado and California. Bob retired in 1986
and moved to Eugene, OR, and to Port Townsend in
1990.
Bob is survived by his wife, Dorothy, three daughters,
five grandchildren and two great grandchildren.
Memorial services were held at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church. Editor’s Note: Thanks to Old Smokey Bill
Nesbitt for providing this information published in the
Peninsula Daily News.

Kathie Inman, beloved wife, mother, grandmother, and
longtime resident of Klamath Falls, died on Monday,
Sept. 9, 2019, surrounded by her loving family. Kathie
was born on Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 30, 1933, to Anna
and Cecil Wagner, in Camas Wash. She married her high
school sweetheart, Jack Inman, on Oct. 19, 1952, in
Vale, Ore. They moved to Corvallis so Jack could attend
Oregon State University.

Donna Morden
Donna E. (MacGregor) Morden passed away on
September 11, 2019, after a brief stay in the Whitefish,
MT, hospital. Family and friends were present. She had
fallen at home on Sunday the 8th at Columbia Falls, MT.
Her husband William E. (Bill) Morden predeceased her
on December 28, 2016, passing at their former home in
Hiawatha Township, Michigan. They were long time
Old Smokeys. Donna is survived by their three children;
William G. and Jocelyn, and their three children of
Mechanicsville, Virginia; Julie and Allen Hauser, and
their three children of Portland, Oregon; and Kurt A and
Jeanette, and their two children of Columbia Falls, MT.

Jack's career with the Forest Service took them to
Waldport, Gardiner, Gold Beach, Grants Pass, Baker
City, and finally to Klamath Falls in 1973. Kathie is
survived by Jack, her husband of 67 years; her sister
Margie Wagner-Conlee; children Cindy Pierce, Ken
Inman (Mary), Jeff Inman (Shannon), Mark Inman
(Susan) and Deanne Inman; 12 grandchildren; and five
great-grandchildren.
Previous grants from PNWFSA to the High Desert Museum
helped to provide new interpretive signs for their fire trail
(above), and repainting the 1933 ranger station (below).

What's coming up for the museum in the future?
The Museum continues to enhance its educational
offerings — this past year, we served 14,600 students!
How do you see future cooperation with Old Smokeys
shaping up?
We’re fortunate to work with Old Smokeys volunteers
each summer who staff the 1933 Ranger Station, sharing
the role of the Forest Service over the last century with
Museum visitors. We intend to continue updating and
expanding the stories we tell about healthy ecosystems
with the help of the Old Smokeys into the future.
OLD SMOKEYS

Memories

Kathie retired from Oregon Institute of Technology,
where she worked in the business office. She earned her
associate's degree in accounting from OIT while being a
very involved mom. She never missed a football game,
volleyball game, or concert. She and Jack enjoyed trips
to many places in the world. She was very active in the
Klamath Falls United Methodist Church. In lieu of
flowers, Kathie would have preferred that donations be
made to the Klamath Falls United Methodist Church,
High Desert Hospice, or The Scottish Rite Hospital.

Cards and letters are welcomed by son Kurt Morden at
198 Dawn Drive, Columbia Falls, MT 59912. Editor’s
Note: Thanks to Old Smokey Allen Gibbs for providing
this information shared by the Morden family, Sandy
Matheny of Libby, MT, & Allen Gibbs of Mill Creek, WA.
Rosanna Duberow
Rosanna Irene Burgess Duberow
(Rosie) died September 26, 2019.
She was born March 7, 1923 in
Bend, Oregon to Samuel and
Myrtle Scoggin Burgess who were
part of the Shevlin-Hixon logging
company. Rosanna graduated from
La Pine High School. She was a
princess in the Bend Water Pageant

Robert Schramek
Robert Wayne Schramek passed away peacefully on
August 26, 2019, in Port Townsend, WA, surrounded by
his family. On October, 12. 1932, Bob was born in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, to Frank James and Clara
Schramek. Bob graduated from the University of
Minnesota in 1954 with a degree in Forestry and started
-6-
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Welcome New Members

Welcome to these new Old Smokeys who have joined the Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association since the
Fall 2019 Old Smokeys Newsletter went to press:
Management Program in the Washington Office (based
out of the R2 RO), and started her career on the Tongass
National Forest in R10. She has also detailed on the
Nez-Perce Clearwater National Forest in R1 and the
WFWARP office in the WO. She is an avid caver - having
mapped caves around the world. She also enjoys skiing,
backpacking, and climbing - and is learning to play the
fiddle.

Chuck and Marlene Brown of Bend, Oregon. Chuck
started on the Fremont National Forest at Lakeview as a
civil engineer doing survey and road design. Next stop
was the Wenatchee at Cle Elum as zone engineer. There
were more than 50 people in the zone, doing road
location to road construction. In 1978, Chuck went to the
Deschutes as Assistant Forest Engineer, responsible for
preconstruction, road location, survey, design, technical
contract prep and administration. In the early 90’s,
Chuck became Forest Engineer on the Deschutes and in
charge of everything. He retired in 2000. Marlene started
at Sisters on the Deschutes in recreation in the field, and
then transferred to fire in the field, then to the SO in
Human Resources where she was timekeeper, then to
Redmond Air Center as timekeeper, then back to the SO
as timekeeper for the Deschutes and Ochoco. She retired
in 2006. The Browns enjoy fishing, hunting, and a little
travel. They travel every January, February, and March to
Lake Havasu in Arizona.

Kurt and Nancy Wiedenmann of Philomath, Oregon.
Kurt started his career with the Siskiyou National Forest
as a forester/silviculturist, then moved to the
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest as a forest planner
and then planning staff officer. He became district ranger
on the La Grande Ranger District for 12 years, which was
really the highlight of his career. Kurt and Nancy
recently relocated to Philomath, OR, after Kurt retired
from the Idaho BLM's State Office in Boise. They love
to travel with their travel trailer around the west, visiting
our public lands. He enjoys woodworking, hiking, and
visiting the Oregon's coastal beaches. Lastly, living in
Philomath they can spend more quality time with our two
sons and their families.

Johanna Kovarik and Steve Gladieux of Prineville,
Oregon. Johanna is currently the District Ranger on the
Paulina Ranger District of the Ochoco National Forest.
Before that, she worked for the Minerals and Geology

Searching for family member who used to work for the Forest Service
back then. All we really want to know is how long he
was with the Forest Service and perhaps if he was sent
out of the area.......Seattle, Bellingham etc........in an
effort to further track his life. He was never married and
evidently died out of the area and no one was notified...
My mother is 90 and would just really like to know more
about him. There was a Forest Service building in
Easton at that time and I’ve seen a photo of it. Pretty
cool. I may write a couple more people on your site but
I have a feeling you’ll know who needs to read this from
your group. Please write me, if you can, and tell me if
you know who best to give this information to..... or
please forward it to whoever you think can help, or
where else I could go for such information. I live with
my mother in Wenatchee, WA, and we look forward to
any news you can offer us. Thank you for your time,
Shirley Holden." If anyone can help Shirley, her email
address is : alleycat@olypen.com

We received the following email from Shirley Holden
who is looking for a family member who used to work for
the Forest Service: Alfred Anderson.
"I was given your website by Kristin Bail (Forest
Supervisor) in Wenatchee, WA in her effort to help me
find an uncle of my mother’s that joined the Forest
Service in Easton, WA . We lost track of him and never
heard from him again and are trying to see if we can find
any leads as to where he may have ended up
living/working. His name was Alfred Anderson and was
born 4/21/1892 and lived in the Easton/Nelson Siding
area most of his early-mid life. He wrote a postcard that
he was starting work with the Forest Service and seemed
to sign in with a W. G. Hellan (his writing looks like) in
June 1917 at the Forest Service in Easton. He mentioned
Rocky Run/Rocky Rim patrolman camp and Lake
Keechelus. Kristin thought someone in your organization
may remember or have access to a roster of employees

2019 Grant Report:

Friends of Fish Lake - Bridge, Oregon
Prepared by Rolf Anderson, President of the Friends of Fish Lake

In 2019, the Pacific Northwest Forest Service Assocation
awarded four grants totalling $10,000. This is a report on
the $2,000 grant to the Friends of Fish Lake in Bridge,
OR.
What is the Mission of the Friends of Fish Lake?
Friends of Fish Lake is a nonprofit corporation dedicated
to preserving the Historic Fish Lake Site on the
Willamette National Forest; supporting a learning center
where outside groups can provide their programs on site,
devoted to teaching wildland backcountry skills and
cultural and natural history skills to all ages, with an
emphasis on youth; interpreting the natural and cultural
history of the site; and providing public use of its building
and grounds.
What was the Old Smokeys grant used for?
The most recent grant was for $2000 to make available to
the public four interpretive videos describing the history
of specific buildings. The videos, funded by an Old
Smokeys 2018 Grant, were produced in 2018. The 2019
Old Smokeys grant plus another $1,000 of FFL funds
purchased the hardware, software, and secure play
platforms giving us the ability to show the videos at four
locations - the entrance Kiosk, Blacksmith Shop,
Dispatch Cabin, and Hall House.
How did the grant further your mission?
The videos capture what the Historical Site has been all
about throughout its’ 100+ year life. They directly
support two of the four major emphases of our mission:
interpreting the natural and cultural history of the site and
providing public use of its building and grounds.
What’s coming up for the Friends in the future?
Over the past ten years we have successfully restored key
historical structures on the site. We will continue our
annual Work Week event when 40+ volunteers come
together and work three days on restoration and
maintenance projects. We have several key emphases for
the next few years:
-- Complete the renovation of the interior of the 1960s
Bunkhouse to accommodate group educational activities.
-- Complete the integration of the video program into
our Passports in Time volunteer host/docent program.

Here is one of the video players located at the Entry Kiosk.

The new (vintage shake) roof on the Hall House - supported by
past years Old Smokeys grants.

-- Conduct, in conjunction with the Oregon Natural
Resource Education Program operated by Oregon State
University Extension, a two-day Teacher Workshop
introducing opportunities for elementary/high school
student educators to teach the history and
geologic/geographic attributes of the site and
surrounding environment.
-- Develop a book of stories and photos highlighting the
history of the site and surrounding area.
FISH LAKE continued on page 13
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New Report on Forest Service Workforce Capacity
“An increasing percentage of the Agency’s resources have been spent each year to
provide for wildfire suppression, resulting in fewer resources available for other
management activities such as restoration. In 1995, wildland fire management
funding made up 16 percent of the Forest Service’s annual spending, compared to 57
percent in 2018. Along with a shift in funding there has been a corresponding shift in
staff from non-fire to fire programs, with a 39 percent reduction in all non-fire
personnel since 1995.”
-Federal Register / Vol 84, No 114 / Thursday, June 13, 2019 / Proposed Rules
The National Association of Forest Service Retirees
(NAFSR) published a report in July 2019 about
increasing workforce capacity within the Forest Service
and presented it to Secretary of Agriculture Sonny
Perdue. The report addresses the dramatic shift in
workforce composition over the past two decades which
has impacted the agency’s capacity to increase the pace
and scale of restoration work. As stated in the report,
NAFSR offered the report to the Dept. of Agriculture to
“facilitate positive and meaningful change that will
enable the world’s premiere land management agency to
successfully implement its restoration program.”

valuable time from personnel charged with managing
programs in the field and achieving results on the ground.
- Increase funding to hire new employees, contract work
and enter into partnerships needed to increase the pace
and scale of forest restoration.
- Delegate authority to field units that currently have
responsibility for results, but not the commensurate
authorities.
- Implement all actions previously suggested by NAFSR
including regulatory and administrative reforms and the
2021 budget initiative. Success can only be achieved
through comprehensive reform.

NASFR’s conclusions and recommendations included:
- Hire, train and mentor employees with the skills sets
necessary to increase the pace and scale of forest
restoration. Change the overall workforce composition.
- Take immediate action to revamp the hiring process,
streamlining procedures, removing all roadblocks and
restoring connections with field units. It takes far too long
to recruit and hire skilled employees.
- Eliminate administrative burdens that currently take

Secretary Perdue responded in November, saying the
Forest Service is reviewing the recommendations and
considering them for their 2020 Human Capital Planning.
The analysis will also be reviewed for ideas that may help
with streamlining and modernizing the agency’s business
operations.
You can read the full report on the nafsr.org website from
the home page’s Advocacy section.

Interested in joining NAFSR?
What is NAFSR? It stands for National Association of
Forest Service Retirees. This is a group of FS retirees
who keep up-to-date with current events in the Forest
Service.

more of a social group. So, if you want to be politically
active or at least hear about all the exciting things going
on right now in the agency, go to their website at nafsr.org
and think about signing up.

They have a lot of clout and have met with Forest Service
leadership and even the Secretary of Agriculture. They
serve as agents for positive change. Old Smokeys is

The NAFSR Board is holding their annual in-person
meeting in Phoenix, February 4-5. The Chief, Vicki
Christiansen, will join the board’s meeting.
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Old Smokeys News
Newsletter in Transition
As you can see our newsletter is undergoing a major
transformation. We know our members really value the
newsletter and we are doing our best to make changes in
a timely manner. However, this is difficult with
volunteers, so we have hired someone with experience,
JoAnn Grant, to help us part time. JoAnn has a lot of
experience working for conservation groups, writing and
editing. Please bear with us as we make these changes.
The new format will be in color, probably shorter in the
beginning, and we will try to make it relevant to retirees
and current employees of the Forest Service. We will
have hotlinks to other parts of the OldSmokey website
on the electronic version and list the URL on the paper
version. We will produce both a digital and a paper copy

for now. Over time we hope to go all digital. Hopefully
these changes will also entice current employees to sign
on when they see how relevant the newsletter is.
We are always open to reasonable suggestions and
anyone who would like to help out. We have several
openings for volunteers on our new editorial board which
was formed in 2019 to help guide the content of the
newsletter and find new topics for articles. But if you
think of anything you’d like to see us cover, please let me
or the editorial board members know. The editorial board
at this time consists of me, Becki Heath, Al Matecko and
Margaret Peterson.

2020 Grants Program
Our 2020 Grants program will occur and we look
forward to more grants coming for consideration.
Remember, the grant program funds ($10,000 big ones)
will go to projects that benefit the Forest Service mission
- both the National Forest System and the Research
Station. Successful applicants will need to partner with a
non-profit organization as we do not grant the money
directly to the Forest Service.

Projects in the past have included constructing
informational kiosks along roads and trails, fixing up old
lookouts and trail maintenance activities, to name a few.
Please refer to our OldSmokeys website home page and
click on the Grants link. If you have any questions, please
give Rob Mangold a call at 301-332-2420.

Visit the National Museum of Forest Service History
The National Museum of Forest Service History is located in Missoula, Montana,
just one mile past the airport. Their mission is to share the rich history and story
of America’s conservation legacy. The museum manages a collection of more
than 50,000 items relating to the history and culture of the Forest Service. This
collection includes photographs, documents, artifiacts, and memorabilia, and is
available online for historians, scholars, and others to research. The museum also
curates the Forest Service Honor Roll which recognizes those who have
contributed to the agency’s mission, and commemorates honorees in the
Memorial Grove.
If you are interested in learning more about them and possibly joining this worthy
group, check out their website at forestservicemuseum.org.
OLD SMOKEYS
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New Report on Forest Service Workforce Capacity
“An increasing percentage of the Agency’s resources have been spent each year to
provide for wildfire suppression, resulting in fewer resources available for other
management activities such as restoration. In 1995, wildland fire management
funding made up 16 percent of the Forest Service’s annual spending, compared to 57
percent in 2018. Along with a shift in funding there has been a corresponding shift in
staff from non-fire to fire programs, with a 39 percent reduction in all non-fire
personnel since 1995.”
-Federal Register / Vol 84, No 114 / Thursday, June 13, 2019 / Proposed Rules
The National Association of Forest Service Retirees
(NAFSR) published a report in July 2019 about
increasing workforce capacity within the Forest Service
and presented it to Secretary of Agriculture Sonny
Perdue. The report addresses the dramatic shift in
workforce composition over the past two decades which
has impacted the agency’s capacity to increase the pace
and scale of restoration work. As stated in the report,
NAFSR offered the report to the Dept. of Agriculture to
“facilitate positive and meaningful change that will
enable the world’s premiere land management agency to
successfully implement its restoration program.”

valuable time from personnel charged with managing
programs in the field and achieving results on the ground.
- Increase funding to hire new employees, contract work
and enter into partnerships needed to increase the pace
and scale of forest restoration.
- Delegate authority to field units that currently have
responsibility for results, but not the commensurate
authorities.
- Implement all actions previously suggested by NAFSR
including regulatory and administrative reforms and the
2021 budget initiative. Success can only be achieved
through comprehensive reform.

NASFR’s conclusions and recommendations included:
- Hire, train and mentor employees with the skills sets
necessary to increase the pace and scale of forest
restoration. Change the overall workforce composition.
- Take immediate action to revamp the hiring process,
streamlining procedures, removing all roadblocks and
restoring connections with field units. It takes far too long
to recruit and hire skilled employees.
- Eliminate administrative burdens that currently take

Secretary Perdue responded in November, saying the
Forest Service is reviewing the recommendations and
considering them for their 2020 Human Capital Planning.
The analysis will also be reviewed for ideas that may help
with streamlining and modernizing the agency’s business
operations.
You can read the full report on the nafsr.org website from
the home page’s Advocacy section.

Interested in joining NAFSR?
What is NAFSR? It stands for National Association of
Forest Service Retirees. This is a group of FS retirees
who keep up-to-date with current events in the Forest
Service.

more of a social group. So, if you want to be politically
active or at least hear about all the exciting things going
on right now in the agency, go to their website at nafsr.org
and think about signing up.

They have a lot of clout and have met with Forest Service
leadership and even the Secretary of Agriculture. They
serve as agents for positive change. Old Smokeys is

The NAFSR Board is holding their annual in-person
meeting in Phoenix, February 4-5. The Chief, Vicki
Christiansen, will join the board’s meeting.
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Old Smokeys News
Newsletter in Transition
As you can see our newsletter is undergoing a major
transformation. We know our members really value the
newsletter and we are doing our best to make changes in
a timely manner. However, this is difficult with
volunteers, so we have hired someone with experience,
JoAnn Grant, to help us part time. JoAnn has a lot of
experience working for conservation groups, writing and
editing. Please bear with us as we make these changes.
The new format will be in color, probably shorter in the
beginning, and we will try to make it relevant to retirees
and current employees of the Forest Service. We will
have hotlinks to other parts of the OldSmokey website
on the electronic version and list the URL on the paper
version. We will produce both a digital and a paper copy

for now. Over time we hope to go all digital. Hopefully
these changes will also entice current employees to sign
on when they see how relevant the newsletter is.
We are always open to reasonable suggestions and
anyone who would like to help out. We have several
openings for volunteers on our new editorial board which
was formed in 2019 to help guide the content of the
newsletter and find new topics for articles. But if you
think of anything you’d like to see us cover, please let me
or the editorial board members know. The editorial board
at this time consists of me, Becki Heath, Al Matecko and
Margaret Peterson.

2020 Grants Program
Our 2020 Grants program will occur and we look
forward to more grants coming for consideration.
Remember, the grant program funds ($10,000 big ones)
will go to projects that benefit the Forest Service mission
- both the National Forest System and the Research
Station. Successful applicants will need to partner with a
non-profit organization as we do not grant the money
directly to the Forest Service.

Projects in the past have included constructing
informational kiosks along roads and trails, fixing up old
lookouts and trail maintenance activities, to name a few.
Please refer to our OldSmokeys website home page and
click on the Grants link. If you have any questions, please
give Rob Mangold a call at 301-332-2420.

Visit the National Museum of Forest Service History
The National Museum of Forest Service History is located in Missoula, Montana,
just one mile past the airport. Their mission is to share the rich history and story
of America’s conservation legacy. The museum manages a collection of more
than 50,000 items relating to the history and culture of the Forest Service. This
collection includes photographs, documents, artifiacts, and memorabilia, and is
available online for historians, scholars, and others to research. The museum also
curates the Forest Service Honor Roll which recognizes those who have
contributed to the agency’s mission, and commemorates honorees in the
Memorial Grove.
If you are interested in learning more about them and possibly joining this worthy
group, check out their website at forestservicemuseum.org.
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Welcome New Members

Welcome to these new Old Smokeys who have joined the Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association since the
Fall 2019 Old Smokeys Newsletter went to press:
Management Program in the Washington Office (based
out of the R2 RO), and started her career on the Tongass
National Forest in R10. She has also detailed on the
Nez-Perce Clearwater National Forest in R1 and the
WFWARP office in the WO. She is an avid caver - having
mapped caves around the world. She also enjoys skiing,
backpacking, and climbing - and is learning to play the
fiddle.

Chuck and Marlene Brown of Bend, Oregon. Chuck
started on the Fremont National Forest at Lakeview as a
civil engineer doing survey and road design. Next stop
was the Wenatchee at Cle Elum as zone engineer. There
were more than 50 people in the zone, doing road
location to road construction. In 1978, Chuck went to the
Deschutes as Assistant Forest Engineer, responsible for
preconstruction, road location, survey, design, technical
contract prep and administration. In the early 90’s,
Chuck became Forest Engineer on the Deschutes and in
charge of everything. He retired in 2000. Marlene started
at Sisters on the Deschutes in recreation in the field, and
then transferred to fire in the field, then to the SO in
Human Resources where she was timekeeper, then to
Redmond Air Center as timekeeper, then back to the SO
as timekeeper for the Deschutes and Ochoco. She retired
in 2006. The Browns enjoy fishing, hunting, and a little
travel. They travel every January, February, and March to
Lake Havasu in Arizona.

Kurt and Nancy Wiedenmann of Philomath, Oregon.
Kurt started his career with the Siskiyou National Forest
as a forester/silviculturist, then moved to the
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest as a forest planner
and then planning staff officer. He became district ranger
on the La Grande Ranger District for 12 years, which was
really the highlight of his career. Kurt and Nancy
recently relocated to Philomath, OR, after Kurt retired
from the Idaho BLM's State Office in Boise. They love
to travel with their travel trailer around the west, visiting
our public lands. He enjoys woodworking, hiking, and
visiting the Oregon's coastal beaches. Lastly, living in
Philomath they can spend more quality time with our two
sons and their families.

Johanna Kovarik and Steve Gladieux of Prineville,
Oregon. Johanna is currently the District Ranger on the
Paulina Ranger District of the Ochoco National Forest.
Before that, she worked for the Minerals and Geology

Searching for family member who used to work for the Forest Service
back then. All we really want to know is how long he
was with the Forest Service and perhaps if he was sent
out of the area.......Seattle, Bellingham etc........in an
effort to further track his life. He was never married and
evidently died out of the area and no one was notified...
My mother is 90 and would just really like to know more
about him. There was a Forest Service building in
Easton at that time and I’ve seen a photo of it. Pretty
cool. I may write a couple more people on your site but
I have a feeling you’ll know who needs to read this from
your group. Please write me, if you can, and tell me if
you know who best to give this information to..... or
please forward it to whoever you think can help, or
where else I could go for such information. I live with
my mother in Wenatchee, WA, and we look forward to
any news you can offer us. Thank you for your time,
Shirley Holden." If anyone can help Shirley, her email
address is : alleycat@olypen.com

We received the following email from Shirley Holden
who is looking for a family member who used to work for
the Forest Service: Alfred Anderson.
"I was given your website by Kristin Bail (Forest
Supervisor) in Wenatchee, WA in her effort to help me
find an uncle of my mother’s that joined the Forest
Service in Easton, WA . We lost track of him and never
heard from him again and are trying to see if we can find
any leads as to where he may have ended up
living/working. His name was Alfred Anderson and was
born 4/21/1892 and lived in the Easton/Nelson Siding
area most of his early-mid life. He wrote a postcard that
he was starting work with the Forest Service and seemed
to sign in with a W. G. Hellan (his writing looks like) in
June 1917 at the Forest Service in Easton. He mentioned
Rocky Run/Rocky Rim patrolman camp and Lake
Keechelus. Kristin thought someone in your organization
may remember or have access to a roster of employees

2019 Grant Report:

Friends of Fish Lake - Bridge, Oregon
Prepared by Rolf Anderson, President of the Friends of Fish Lake

In 2019, the Pacific Northwest Forest Service Assocation
awarded four grants totalling $10,000. This is a report on
the $2,000 grant to the Friends of Fish Lake in Bridge,
OR.
What is the Mission of the Friends of Fish Lake?
Friends of Fish Lake is a nonprofit corporation dedicated
to preserving the Historic Fish Lake Site on the
Willamette National Forest; supporting a learning center
where outside groups can provide their programs on site,
devoted to teaching wildland backcountry skills and
cultural and natural history skills to all ages, with an
emphasis on youth; interpreting the natural and cultural
history of the site; and providing public use of its building
and grounds.
What was the Old Smokeys grant used for?
The most recent grant was for $2000 to make available to
the public four interpretive videos describing the history
of specific buildings. The videos, funded by an Old
Smokeys 2018 Grant, were produced in 2018. The 2019
Old Smokeys grant plus another $1,000 of FFL funds
purchased the hardware, software, and secure play
platforms giving us the ability to show the videos at four
locations - the entrance Kiosk, Blacksmith Shop,
Dispatch Cabin, and Hall House.
How did the grant further your mission?
The videos capture what the Historical Site has been all
about throughout its’ 100+ year life. They directly
support two of the four major emphases of our mission:
interpreting the natural and cultural history of the site and
providing public use of its building and grounds.
What’s coming up for the Friends in the future?
Over the past ten years we have successfully restored key
historical structures on the site. We will continue our
annual Work Week event when 40+ volunteers come
together and work three days on restoration and
maintenance projects. We have several key emphases for
the next few years:
-- Complete the renovation of the interior of the 1960s
Bunkhouse to accommodate group educational activities.
-- Complete the integration of the video program into
our Passports in Time volunteer host/docent program.

Here is one of the video players located at the Entry Kiosk.

The new (vintage shake) roof on the Hall House - supported by
past years Old Smokeys grants.

-- Conduct, in conjunction with the Oregon Natural
Resource Education Program operated by Oregon State
University Extension, a two-day Teacher Workshop
introducing opportunities for elementary/high school
student educators to teach the history and
geologic/geographic attributes of the site and
surrounding environment.
-- Develop a book of stories and photos highlighting the
history of the site and surrounding area.
FISH LAKE continued on page 13
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2019 Grant Report:

High Desert Museum - Bend, Oregon
Prepared by Heidi Hagemeier, Director of Communications for High Desert Museum

In 2019, the Pacific Northwest Forest Service Assocation
awarded four grants totalling $10,000. This is a report on
the $1,000 grant to the High Desert Museum in Bend,
OR.
What is the mission of the High Desert Museum?
The High Desert Museum wildly excites and responsibly
teaches through innovative, interdisciplinary experiences,
creating connection to and dialogue about the High
Desert. By interdisciplinary, we mean that we weave art,
history, science and cultures, and we seek to do so in ways
that evoke wonder and spark curiosity.
What was the Old Smokeys grant used for?
We’re grateful to have received a number of grants from
the Old Smokeys over the years. The most recent one
supported the creation of a video that we use to educate
youth about why prescribed burns help maintain healthy
forest ecosystems. In the past, the Old Smokeys have also
supported repainting the 1933 Forest Service Ranger
Station at the Museum and providing new interpretive
signs for our fire trail.
How did the grant further their mission?
In May 2018, we collaborated with the USFS to conduct
a prescribed burn on Museum property and Forest
Service-managed land bordering the Museum. The burn
presented the unique opportunity to capture the
preparations for and execution of the event in a video.
This supports the Museum’s mission of educating about
natural processes in the High Desert—in this case, how a
potentially destructive force like fire is also critical to
ecosystem health.

The most recent grant from Old Smokeys supported the
creation of a video used to educate youth about why
prescribed burns help maintain healthy forest ecosystems.

Farewell to these recently-deceased Pacific Northwest Forest Service
Association members who live on in our memories

Kathie Inman
Old Smokey Jack Inman lost
his wife Kathie on Monday,
September 9, 2019. A service
was held Sunday, September 15
at the Methodist Church in
Klamath
Falls,
OR.
Condolences may be sent to
Jack and family at 1000 Town
Center Dr., # 3200, Klamath
Falls, OR 97601.

his career in the U.S. Forest Service. Bob came to the
Olympic Natinal Forest in 1954 and was stationed at
Quilcene. At that time, Bob met and married Dorothy
Preston, in Quilcene, in 1955. They experienced 64
years of marriage. With this career as a forester, they
moved from Quilcene to Eastern Oregon, to Ellensburg,
to McKenzie River, Oregon, to southwestern Virginia,
and then to Colorado and California. Bob retired in 1986
and moved to Eugene, OR, and to Port Townsend in
1990.
Bob is survived by his wife, Dorothy, three daughters,
five grandchildren and two great grandchildren.
Memorial services were held at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church. Editor’s Note: Thanks to Old Smokey Bill
Nesbitt for providing this information published in the
Peninsula Daily News.

Kathie Inman, beloved wife, mother, grandmother, and
longtime resident of Klamath Falls, died on Monday,
Sept. 9, 2019, surrounded by her loving family. Kathie
was born on Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 30, 1933, to Anna
and Cecil Wagner, in Camas Wash. She married her high
school sweetheart, Jack Inman, on Oct. 19, 1952, in
Vale, Ore. They moved to Corvallis so Jack could attend
Oregon State University.

Donna Morden
Donna E. (MacGregor) Morden passed away on
September 11, 2019, after a brief stay in the Whitefish,
MT, hospital. Family and friends were present. She had
fallen at home on Sunday the 8th at Columbia Falls, MT.
Her husband William E. (Bill) Morden predeceased her
on December 28, 2016, passing at their former home in
Hiawatha Township, Michigan. They were long time
Old Smokeys. Donna is survived by their three children;
William G. and Jocelyn, and their three children of
Mechanicsville, Virginia; Julie and Allen Hauser, and
their three children of Portland, Oregon; and Kurt A and
Jeanette, and their two children of Columbia Falls, MT.

Jack's career with the Forest Service took them to
Waldport, Gardiner, Gold Beach, Grants Pass, Baker
City, and finally to Klamath Falls in 1973. Kathie is
survived by Jack, her husband of 67 years; her sister
Margie Wagner-Conlee; children Cindy Pierce, Ken
Inman (Mary), Jeff Inman (Shannon), Mark Inman
(Susan) and Deanne Inman; 12 grandchildren; and five
great-grandchildren.
Previous grants from PNWFSA to the High Desert Museum
helped to provide new interpretive signs for their fire trail
(above), and repainting the 1933 ranger station (below).

What's coming up for the museum in the future?
The Museum continues to enhance its educational
offerings — this past year, we served 14,600 students!
How do you see future cooperation with Old Smokeys
shaping up?
We’re fortunate to work with Old Smokeys volunteers
each summer who staff the 1933 Ranger Station, sharing
the role of the Forest Service over the last century with
Museum visitors. We intend to continue updating and
expanding the stories we tell about healthy ecosystems
with the help of the Old Smokeys into the future.
OLD SMOKEYS

Memories

Kathie retired from Oregon Institute of Technology,
where she worked in the business office. She earned her
associate's degree in accounting from OIT while being a
very involved mom. She never missed a football game,
volleyball game, or concert. She and Jack enjoyed trips
to many places in the world. She was very active in the
Klamath Falls United Methodist Church. In lieu of
flowers, Kathie would have preferred that donations be
made to the Klamath Falls United Methodist Church,
High Desert Hospice, or The Scottish Rite Hospital.

Cards and letters are welcomed by son Kurt Morden at
198 Dawn Drive, Columbia Falls, MT 59912. Editor’s
Note: Thanks to Old Smokey Allen Gibbs for providing
this information shared by the Morden family, Sandy
Matheny of Libby, MT, & Allen Gibbs of Mill Creek, WA.
Rosanna Duberow
Rosanna Irene Burgess Duberow
(Rosie) died September 26, 2019.
She was born March 7, 1923 in
Bend, Oregon to Samuel and
Myrtle Scoggin Burgess who were
part of the Shevlin-Hixon logging
company. Rosanna graduated from
La Pine High School. She was a
princess in the Bend Water Pageant

Robert Schramek
Robert Wayne Schramek passed away peacefully on
August 26, 2019, in Port Townsend, WA, surrounded by
his family. On October, 12. 1932, Bob was born in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, to Frank James and Clara
Schramek. Bob graduated from the University of
Minnesota in 1954 with a degree in Forestry and started
-6-
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and represented Central Oregon in the Rose Festival
Parade. Rosanna attended Oregon State University,
majoring in home economics.

with the Kiwanis. While in Woodburn, Grant had been an
active member of the American Legion Post No. 46 and
participated many times with the Honor Guard. Most of
all, Grant was a wonderful Husband and Father. He
especially enjoyed his 3 children enjoying many outdoor
activities with them. His family valued his ability to fix
almost anything that needed fixing. In retirement, he and
his wife, Wanda, of 62 years, enjoyed canoeing, bicycling
and traveling.

In 1944, she met Bernard G. Duberow (Barney) while
working for the U.S. Forest Service. Rosanna and
Barney were married in Bend in 1945. Rosanna and
Barney welcomed four children into their family while
living at the Ochoco Ranger Station, moving their
family to Bend in 1957. ¬ They were lifelong members
of the Bend Presbyterian church. Rosanna is preceded in
death by her husband Barney and her siblings James,
Evelyn, Marjorie, and Charles. She is survived by her
sisters-in-law, Bonnie Stone Burgess and Betty
Duberow Smith, children, Gerard (Christi), Frederick
(Rebecca), Marianne (Gordon) and Robin (Carol), as
well as her 8 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren.

Grant was preceded in death by his parents and his two
sisters. Survivors include his loving wife, Wanda,
daughter, Marta and son Eric McClellan (Debbie) all of
Portland and son David McClellan of Vancouver,
Washington, as well as, 3 grandchildren. Editor’s Note:
Thanks to Old Smokey Bev Pratt put us in contact with
Wanda McClellan who shared her husband’s obituary
published by the Cornwell Colonial Chapel.

Rosanna’s memorial service was held at the Bend First
Presbyterian Church on November 9, 2019. In lieu of
flowers, please consider a donation in Rosanna’s name
to a charity of your choosing. Editor’s Note: Thanks to
Old Smokey Dennis Dietrich for providing this
information published in the Bend Bulletin on Sunday,
October 20, 2019.

Fred Hall
Frederick Columbus Hall (age 92) died in his home on
December 5, 2019. He
was born to Nelson
Clarence
and
Carol
Conlee Hall on April 19,
1927 in Whitefish Bay,
Wisconsin.
He
is
survived by his spouse of
35
years
Ginger
Potter-Hall, his two
children Wayne F. Hall
and Connie A. Hatley,
four stepchildren, 14
grandchildren and 12
great-grandchildren.

Grant McClellan
Grant McClellan died at
his home in Woodburn,
Oregon on August 21,
2019, with his loving
family present. He was
born in Myrtle Point,
Oregon on October 7, 1931
to Dr. Grant and Rachel
McClellan and was their
3rd child and only son.

Fred was a Marine's Marine; he joined the Marine Corps
as soon as he turned 17, towards the end of WWII; was
trained as a Raider, and continued to serve in the USMC
through Korea and Vietnam. He was released from active
duty in 1954, but stayed active in the Reserves until his
retirement as Major in April 1987. Starting as a lowly
17-year- old recruit at Camp Pendleton, he served his
country through three wars. Between wars, he was a
member of the armed forces equestrian team and trained
horses for a number of years. His WWII Raider training
led to him becoming the OIC (Officer In Charge) of
developing and implementing USMC helicopter air
assault processes and procedures during the Korean War.
His college education positioned him to take an integral
part in building the first golf course on Quantico.

Grant graduated from Myrtle Point High School in 1949
and then spent 3 years with the U.S. Coast Guard. In
1957 he graduated from the University of Oregon with a
major in Business Administration. After a couple office
jobs in California, he started in 1962 with the U.S.
Forest Service at the Oakridge Ranger Station. He then
was the office manager at two different job corp centers,
which were managed by the U.S. Forest Service.
He later transferred to the Forest Service Regional
Office in Portland and retired in 1986. Too young to
completely retire, he found a challenging job with the
Sherwood School District. While living in Sherwood he
was on the City Planning Committee and was active

At this juncture, it seems like changes are occurring
rapidly, exponentially in some respects, that the model
we’ve used before where we get a bunch of answers and
then move forward does not necessarily work well in the
world we work in now. I don’t think it is about finding
answers, it is about asking the right questions, and
continually thinking what if we would do that, why are
we doing this. Things change so fast now that landing on
a bunch of crystal clear answers doesn’t seem like that’s
a place we can ever be.

given the climatic influences that’s upon us. I think it’s a
great time to be in this place, doing the kinds of things we
are doing. I don’t look at it as anything but fun and
opportunistic.

What is the role of Research and Development, and
how does the Region connect with Pacific Northwest
Research Station? Most of the work we do is really
ground-breaking, forward-thinking, and visionary kind of
data analysis and research on this big broad landscape.
That plays a foundational role in the application of
We started talking about this
science to the management of the
in our regional leadership
national forest system lands. It is
“It seems like changes are occurring rapidly,
team: is it really about the
far more connected here, and far
exponentially in some respects, and that the
answers, or as leaders, is it
more
of
a
basis
for
model we’ve used before where we get a
asking the right questions,
decision-making and application
bunch of answers and then move forward
incubating new ideas, feeling
that in other parts of the country.
does not necessarily work well in the world
comfortable with somewhat
There is more of a connection with
we work in now.
of a transition that we’re
research and development. In the
constantly in. Being in that
Pacific Northwest and the research
I don’t think it is about finding answers, it is
space, rather than let’s break
station, I find the connection
about asking the right questions, and
this down, let’s get all the
between researchers and the
continually thinking what if we would do
answers, and once we get all
that, why are we doing this. Things change
application of their research to the
so fast now that landing on a bunch of
the answers then we move
management of the forest is
crystal clear answers doesn’t seem like
forward.
happening throughout the entirety
that’s a place we can ever be.”
of the two states. It’s quite
What are the major issues
influential and it plays a pretty
facing you and Region 6?
significant role in how we’re
We’re active and engaged in Shared Stewardship, and
working in a connected fashion.
that is working with the States and partners in a bigger
way. How do we work across broader landscapes, for
Can Region 6 ever experience the kind of fires we are
mutual benefit, in a way that we collaborate more with
experiencing in California? What is the outlook over
partners? It’s not so much an issue, but an opportunity.
the next 10-20 years for fire in Region 6? How do we
have to position or re-position ourselves from an
A couple of the big issues for the states of Oregon and
ecological/management perspective?
I had an
Washington are the impact of changes occurring with
opportunity to go to Paradise, California, after the Camp
climate. The significant impact that fire is playing, not
Fire. Right before I got here in Region 6 in early 2018,
only issues around landscape, but issues around smoke,
we had just cycled through continually significant fire
and issues around health within communities.
seasons. While I’ve worked in fire as a single resource
Communities are looking to the Forest Service to provide
and understand it, as an agency administrator I’ve had to
leadership, reduce risks, and restore landscapes, in a way
manage through and lead teams through some pretty large
that is more pronounced than ever before.
scale catastrophic wildfires. I followed what was
happening in Oregon and Washington in 2018, but when
In addition to that, I think the infill of populations
we went to Paradise, I’ve never seen anything as
throughout the two states is really turning it into more of
significantly impacted as that Camp Fire and that town of
a mega-region. There are more demands being placed on
Paradise. We met with the county sheriff and the mayor
the federal estate for outdoor experiences and
of Paradise and we looked at what was happening there. I
recreational opportunities that weren’t in the mix maybe
feel like those experiences can and will happen here in
at the turn of the century, but are more pronounced now.
Oregon and Washington. While there has been significant
How do you provide people with those opportunities and
fire activity in the southeast part of the Oregon landscape
how do they embrace their National Forest lands? Couple
and in the north central and east parts of Washington,
that with the challenges and changes that are occurring

CASSAMASSA continued on page 14

He didn't stop there. His personal life also reflected his
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dedication to the Marine Corps Hymn "in the Air, on
Land, and Sea." In the AIR Fred was an accomplished
pilot with commercial and instructor's licenses and he
taught his son to fly. On the LAND, Fred developed the
first ecology program for the U.S. Forest Service, and
was a prominent range ecologist in eastern Oregon. His
pioneering work on forest ecosystems, grazing/browsing
monitoring, photo monitoring, and forest health have
stood the test of time and are still being used today. Fred
was a scientist and earned dual doctorates in Plant
Ecology and Range Management.

Tell us how you got into the Forest Service. What was
your first impression? Where have you worked in the
past? I was going to school at Utah State University at
that point in time, in the late 70s. When I first got to
school, there was this bulletin board advertising seasonal
employment with the Forest Service. You just pick
something off the board, fill out an application, and send
it in. I didn’t really know anything about the Forest
Service per se, but it was outside and I wanted to
continue wandering around. I was picked up by the Tonto
National Forest down in Arizona and I did that for one
season, and progressively felt like I wanted to know more
about it. I continued seasonal work because I needed to
find out all the different parts of the country, all of the
different ecological areas. I was able to work as a
seasonal employee down in the Sonoran Desert, then
Roseburg, Oregon, for the BLM because I wanted to
work on the coast. I worked for Inland Empire for the
Forest Service in the panhandle of Idaho, and in the Great
Basin. I was able to see all these different places and
experience them, and it was more about being able to
build this understanding of the geography of the western
United States. That’s how I got into the Forest Service.

Region 6 Regional Forester Glenn Cassamassa (left) with
Robert Mangold, president of the Pacific Northwest Forest
Service Association, in December 2019.

Ultimately, where I landed as a permanent employee was
up on the Tongass National Forest in southeast Alaska on
Prince of Wales Island, then I progressed to different
areas. (Including Wasatch-Cache National Forest, Utah;
Moab and Monticello Ranger Districts, Manti-La Sal
National Forest, Utah; Arapaho and Roosevelt National
Forests and Pawnee National Grassland, Colorado; and
in the Intermountain Region Office and Washington
Office.)

impression, and I did convey this to the Old Smokeys at
their picnic this year, is that it is really big. Everything is
big. The rivers are big, the trees are big, the organizations
are big, the number of people that want to be involved
with the Forest Service and manage or influence what
goes on on their national forest is also big and complex.
So everything is really a bit magnified in this region. The
science is big. There’s a lot of interest and using the
National Forests as a big ol’ laboratory for a wide variety
of things. So overall, that’s my impression. It’s big and
exciting to be a part of.

I clearly remember when I was first part of the Forest
Service, that first season, it was highly regimented
working on a fire crew. And I was like, “Man, this isn’t
for me. I don’t do well in that paramilitary fire crew kind
of setting.” I changed to field work as a forest ecologist.
I was able to do a lot of inventory work and mapping
work by myself or with a partner. So my first impression
of the Forest Service was that I wanted to be part of the
organization, but I didn’t necessarily want to work with a
large group of people. I wanted to continue to experience
being out and about. There was something about the
Forest Service that was really intriguing and there was
ample opportunity to write your own ticket and be what
you wanted to be within the organization.

The other thing I would say is that there’s still, in a large
way, a sense of years gone by and a deep, rich history in
the culture. There’s recognition that the National Forests
play a significant role in the local communities and
communities of interest in a way that is a bit different
than other parts of the country. There is a deep, rich
history that is still a big part of who were are as an
agency. On the flip side of that, there is a strong interest
in being far more contemporary, and experimenting and
incubating new ideas, and influencing other parts of the
country through the activities that take place on the
federal estate here in Washington and Oregon. It is taking
what is our legacy and the overall culture and continuing
to embed that in more of a contemporary way we operate,
and that is a fun thing to be a part of.

What are your impressions of the Region 6
environment now that you've been here for one year both ecologically and work-force wise?
My first
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taught his kids plant identification, how to walk a trail in
the dark with no flashlight, how to do a 100-point plot,
dig deep holes and test soil, along with respect for, and
fascination with, the high country. An evening around the
campfire with Fred was an event to remember … not only
for his insights into ecological circumstances, but also for
the humor and robust enthusiasm he brought to his
subject.
On the SEA Fred was a blue water sailor and navigator,
finding his way across the open ocean with a sextant and
celestial navigation. He loved to cruise the San Juan
Islands and lived aboard his sailboat for a number of
years. He taught his children, stepchildren and
grandchildren to love sailing as much as he did. Semper
Fi Marine. Bravo Zulu. Editor’s Note: Thanks to retired
ecologist Len Volland who provided information
published in The Oregonian.

He was also a creative innovator, and inventor with a
passion for "getting it done." To fully document his
theories, he designed, tested, and perfected the photo
point monitoring system still in use today. He also
gathered extensive data for over 50 years throughout the
Pacific Northwest Region to support his ecosystem
classification and succession model, as well as his
growth basal area calculations. Both are still standards in
the Forest Service. When he needed a means of
determining slope angles back in the 60s, he created his
own inclinometer. Notably, Fred continued his research
and publications, unpaid and unassisted, long after his
retirement from the Forest Service.

Betty Smyth Taylor
Betty J. Taylor, a U.S. Forest Service retiree died Dec. 30,
2019 in Vancouver, WA at age 91. Betty Jean Taylor was
born March 21, 1928 to Adolf and Gertrude Pieschke of
Chester, Nebraska where her folks were farmers in
Thayer County. Upon graduation from Chester High
School in 1945, she moved to Lebanon, OR to join her
parents, and brother Dale, who had moved to Lebanon
the previous summer.

In establishing and developing the Forest Service
Ecology Program in the Northwest, Fred hired and
mentored many excellent ecologists who have made
significant contributions for decades. Many ecologists,
on learning of his passing, have remarked on how
important he was in developing their careers.

In January 1949, she married Robert Smyth, and they had
two children, Barbara and Jim. Her parents and brother
returned to Nebraska in 1951 to resume farming. In
1952, Betty and family moved to Brookings, OR. She
was employed by Oregon State Bank, B.B. Crabb
Accounting, Sears and the US Forest Service. She began
work for the Siskiyou National Forest in 1962 as Bus.
Mgmt Asst for the Chetco Ranger District in Brookings,
OR. She and her husband divorced in 1974.

The Ecology Program remains among the best applied
science efforts in the Forest Service, in large part because
of the legacy Fred provided. As a teacher and mentor,
Fred was unparalleled. He was a colorful and dynamic
presence in the lecture hall, camp or field. His talks were
often illustrated with humorous drawings and stories. He

MEMORIES continued on page 15
FISH LAKE continued from page 7

Anything else?
FFL has benefited from Old Smokeys grants since 2010,
our initial year. In that time we have received ten Old
Smokeys grants totaling $26,600. The Old Smokeys
leadership visited Fish Lake in 2017, conducting a Board
Meeting in our newly constructed pavilion. An Old
Smokey (Mike Ash) represented FFL at the 2018
National Forest Service Retiree Reunion in Asheville,
NC, accepting the National Museum of Forest Service
History Historical Restoration Award on our behalf.

How do you see the future cooperation with Old
Smokeys shaping up?
Our partnership is strong. We share the important culture
and heritage of 115 years of National Forest management.
FFL members are also members of Old Smokeys and Old
Smokeys are also members of FFL. We look forward to
continuing this partnership into the future, continuing to
develop and accomplish projects that are consistent with
the Old Smokeys values and programs.
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CASSAMASSA continued from page 5

we’ve just entered into a totally different need for looking
at these landscapes and how best to reduce risks and try to
restore them in a manner that is sustainable. And have
some level of protection for folks. Like I said, I’ve never
seen anything as devastating. There is a short film about
Paradise on Netflix that captures it from the perspective of
dispatchers, fire fighters, and the community. If you
haven’t seen it, check it out. It’s called Paradise.

Big Landscapes and Big Opportunities
A Conversation with USFS PNW Regional Forester Glenn Cassamassa

I feel like we are trying to position ourselves in a different
way, but it really is, again, that whole idea of looking at
the landscape in larger, mutually beneficial,
cross-boundary way so we can reduce the risk, restore
landscapes, and be somewhat adaptable as communities
to what could be pretty significant catastrophic events that
go beyond what we presently experience.

Photo courtesy of USFS PNW Region. Olympic Mountains by Matthew Tharp
Cougar Creek Fire, Okanogan-Wenatchee National
Forest, WA, 2018. Courtesy USFS Pacific Northwest
Region.

leveraging resources across broader landscapes for
mutual benefit. This will require us to think about what
resources we need to be instrumental in making these
changes. I think that’s what we’re trying to do right now
in the Forest Service, not rely only on our resources to do
the work, but look at how we can expand capacity in a
way that we allow, and let other folks, take on some of the
work and own it just as much as we do.

We’ve worked with the Governor’s Oregon Wildfire
Response Council, and we’re just daylighting now the
significance of fire and its role that it is playing in the
disruption of communities and the disruption of utilities. I
was with a number of utility providers giving them an
overview of some of the things we’re working on and
during that day was one of the first times PG&E shut
down power in parts of California as a way to mitigate the
potential fire starts that could occur. Now in Josephine
and Jackson counties in southwestern Oregon, they’re
staging for that. They are trying to mitigate and make
plans around communities in the event they have a brown
out or shut down of power. How does that impact the
community, how does that impact hospitals that rely
solely on power? It’s really an interesting change that
we’re seeing.

Priorities are all about strategically utilizing some of the
modeling we have to place investments where they will
do the most good. That’s not necessarily the approach
we’ve had in the past. It was more how we spread across
the broad landscape of all of the National Forests so
everybody gets a piece. I don’t think that’s where we can
operate right now. It really has to be, if you’re going to
look at broad landscapes, reduce risks, and restore them,
you have to focus and invest in strategic areas, not
necessarily across the broad landscape.

We need to take what‘s happening in other parts of the
country and be able to apply some of that same thinking
as rapidly as we can. We need to make adjustments, and
that goes from planning and zoning siting where
communities can develop, armoring utilities in way that
really reduces the risk, examining ingress and egress for
communities, and planning for how we best protect
communities during these catastrophic events. And then
being really deliberate about the investments we make
across the landscape that are going to pay off the best. Not
have random acts of restoration, but really be deliberate
and intensive in the way that we invest in what we do.

To varying degrees of success, there is a general
understanding with communities of interest, with elected
officials, as well as internally with our regulators like the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and National Marine
Fisheries Service, that there’s nothing bad about
streamlining process. How do we be most effective and
efficient? We want to be able to take what we’ve learned
over the past 50 years of environmental analysis and
decision making, and maintain the spirit and intent of all
of the environmental law we work within. We can do both
and streamline process. For me, that’s a really big issue.
We’ve learned a lot. The United States Forest Service
turns slow, but we are making progress and we will
continue.

Can we keep doing more with less resources? How do
you set priorities? Can the planning process be
streamlined? Streamlined – yes, yes, and yes. There
are fundamental changes we can make, and again, it’s
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The Old Smokeys’ editorial team sat down with Glenn
Cassamassa in December 2019 for an enlightening and
inspiring conversation. Glenn is the new Regional
Forester for the Pacific Northwest. He has a 30-year
career in the Forest Service and recently served as
Associate Deputy Chief, National Forest System in the
Washington Office. He has brought with him tremendous
land management and conservation leadership
experiences from a ranger district to the Washington
Office. He, among other achievements, has played a
leading role in the ongoing national regulatory reform
efforts.

farm with Teddy and so I really felt comfortable just always
being outside, as part of the natural world. From a very
young age that’s what I always wanted to do. I’ve been
outdoors since I can remember, so it set me on this path: if
I was to legitimize my wanderings, I had to go to school
and work for some outfit that worked outside. I’d say that
was a big part of how I got to where I am.
Another piece was that I was able to work for Uncle Joe
Selemburg, a survivor of Nazi Germany who landed in
New York and had a nursery. He asked me one day, “Do
you want a job or do you want to learn?” I figured I better
answer, “I want to learn.” He took me under his wing and
I ended up going to school for nursery management and
horticulture, and then on to forest ecology. I’ve never
worked indoors, I either worked at a nursery or worked at
the Forest Service. So that is my story.

In our conversation, we learned about his early years and
what brought him to a career in the Forest Service, his
views on the Pacific Northwest Region, and the
opportunities he sees for the future. Enjoy.

Where are you from and were there any key
So, another piece of my overall experience…. My dad,
experiences from childhood that formed you and set
again, who has tremendous influence on who I am and what
you on this path to be in the Forest Service? I was born
I did, he worked in the aerospace industry. He had an
in the South Bronx of New York City. We Iived there for
individual who worked for him and his name was Rick
only five years. My pathway was based on two things,
Todd. He was kind of like a Renaissance man and he did
first and foremost was television. I had an
many, many different things.
affinity for Lassie since I was a real little kid.
He was a chemist, an
Timmy was always getting into trouble and
anthropologist, and a marine
“My first impression (of Region
6) is that it is really big.
Lassie would bail him out. He would start fires,
biologist. He was really kind
Everything
is
big.
The
rivers
he would fall down in a well, and his dad would
of a cool guy. He worked for
are big, the trees are big, the
come by in the green truck. Lassie would
my dad as a chemist. One day
organizations are big...”
always invariably go back and find his dad. In
he asked me if I wanted to go
its entirety that was just a great show.
out West. This is when I was
18. I asked him, “Well what are
Second, I don’t remember why we did this, but when I
we doing?” “I’m going for my course work in
was little we went to the Robinsons. They had a farm on
anthropology,” he said. “I’m going to the Navajo
the border of New York and New Jersey. My dad would
reservation and we’re going to spend some time in Canyon
work with Mr. Robinson, they printed an agricultural
De Chelly and Canyon de Muerto. If you want to come
magazine. He had a dog named Teddy. I had an
along, you can come with me.” So that’s how I got out
opportunity as a real little kid to just wander around this
West.
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President’s Message - Robert Mangold
Greetings all! I hope this newly designed
and formatted newsletter finds you in good
spirits.
I wanted to talk to all of you about some
things I hope you can help Old Smokeys
with. As you know we are a proud
all-volunteer organization of about 870 or so
members-strong. We have several openings
in the ranks of the Board of Directors that
have been filled by long-time members.
Charlie Krebs has stepped down as the Chair
of the Grants Committee. He has done a
wonderful job. This position coordinates
with the Grants Committee to select the
winning grant applications for our annual
grant allocations. We give out between
$10,000 and $20,000 depending on the year,
to
worthwhile
non-governmental
organizations who partner with neighboring
Forest Service units (in either National
Forest
System
or
Research
and
Development Deputy Areas) to maintain or
augment
physical
infrastructure,
informational areas or other similar uses of
important assets of the local Forest Service
unit. It’s not a huge amount of work but it’s
important. If you would like to nominate
someone (including yourself) to serve in this

post, we’d love to hear from you.
Also, Doug MacDonald has stepped down as
our membership chair. We thank Doug for his
service. This position has the important task of
keeping track of all of the members, as they
come and go. We try to not ‘lose’ anyone’s
whereabouts or contact information but it can
be a challenge sometimes. This position also
engages and works with the Area Representatives. Here again, if you’d like to step up and
volunteer to help or know of someone who
would be good at this, please let me know.
And last but not least, we are now accepting
nominations for the important role of President-Elect. This position transitions into the
President and Past-President position over a
three-year term. It’s a great opportunity to
stand up and take some leadership over our
great organization. You would follow in some
important footsteps….
So that is what is on my mind. Let me know if
I have sparked any interest and please send me
an email if you have anything you’d like to
discuss.
Best wishes to you all,

Robert Mangold, President PNWFSA
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MEMORIES continued from page 13

Bill Cannon
William (Bill) M. Cannon
was born in San Francisco,
Calif., on Feb. 21, 1933,
and died peacefully at
home in Hood River, Ore.,
on Monday, Nov. 11, 2019.
A celebration of life will be
held sometime in the
spring. Bill’s father died
when Bill was 4-and-a-half years old and he was raised
as a single child. Bill is survived by the many friends he
made in his community and throughout his Forest
Service career, and his two cats.

She next worked for the Westside Engineering Zone in
Wedderburn, OR as Bus Mgmt Asst. She later
transferred to the Supervisor's Office in Grants Pass, OR
and worked as Engineering Admin Asst until retirement.
She was an EEO Counselor for 19 of those years. After
28 years with the Forest Service, she retired in March,
1990. Four years prior to her retirement, after the death
of her father, her mother (Sunshine) moved from
Nebraska to make her home with Betty. They did quite
a bit of traveling which both enjoyed.
In December, 1992 she married William R. Taylor
(former USFS District Ranger on the Chetco and
Diamond Lake Districts) of Olympia, WA, and they
moved there. She was preceded in death by her father
(1981), mother (1998), brother (1970), husband (2010)
and her son Jim (2016). She is survived by her daughter
Barbara Nunn of Benson, AZ, two grandchildren and 5
great-grandchildren and numerous cousins. Editor’s
Note: Thank you to Old Smokey Mike Ash who shared
the obituary that Betty wrote herself.

After high school, Bill went to a community college in
San Francisco and studied forestry. He joined the Navy
after completing a couple years in community college.
He then spent four years of exciting active duty in the
Navy in the Pacific. He was on Bikini Island during tests
of the atomic bomb and later was on two trips to the
Arctic as a weather man on an ice-breaker. After his
discharge, he resumed his education at his beloved
University of California to obtain a forestry degree. He
was hired by the USDA Forest Service and his first
assignment was on the Gasquet Ranger District of the
Six Rivers National Forest in northern California.
Subsequently, he worked on the Stanislaus National
Forest and also in Hawaii, San Francisco and Portland.
He ended his forestry career with the USDA Forest
Service in Washington, DC.

Lynn Vancil
Lynn Vancil passed away
peacefully December 30,
2019, following a lengthy
battle with Progressive
Supranuclear Palsy (PSP).
He was surrounded by his
loving family leading up to
his passing. He is survived
by his wife, Roz, his
daughter Angie and grandson Everett as well as his son
Tadd and his wife Michelle and their two children Alexis
and Brooke. He is also survived by his sisters Peggy
Behee, Connie Parish and his brother Bob Vancil. Lynn
retired from R6 Regional Office IRM. Donations in his
name can be made to the following charities: Royal
Rosarian
Foundation,
www.royalrosarianfoundation.org, PO Box 8956,
Portland, OR 97207-8956; or CurePSP, www.psp.org,
1206 York Road, Suite L-4, Lutherville, MD 21093.
Editor’s Note: Thank you to Old Smokey Kimberly
Brown who shared the notice regarding Lynn.

After retirement, he served as a volunteer with American
Forests and helped coordinate the Big Tree program that
helps identify, validate, and publish “champion” big
trees of each species for the U.S. Whether it was
parking cars or “bell ringing” for the Salvation Army,
Bill’s civic endeavors of simply being a good citizen
will be missed. RIP Brother.
Editor’s Note: Thanks to Old Smokey Dan Oswald who
shared information published in the Hood River News,
and this memory of Bill: “A friend and college
classmate of mine, Bill Cannon, passed away in early
November. Bill was an Old Smokey, used to come to the
meetings sometimes with Tom Snellgrove. Bill worked
on one or more National Forests in Region 5, worked in
the Regional Office in San Francisco and Portland, and
in Hawaii. He spent the latter part of his career in the
Washington Office. Much of his career was in State and
Private Forestry."

Jill McLean
Jill McLean, an Old Smokey, died October 13, 2019 in
Vancouver, WA. Jill was born on May 3, 1934. We don’t
have any information beyond that – here is the link to the
a
n
n
o
u
n
c
e
m
e
n
t
www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/jill-mclean-obituary
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Secretary, Debra Warren
Recording Secretary, Susan Triplett
Treasurer, Dick Bennett
Archivist, Ray Steiger
E-Mail Editor, Carol Cushing
Membership Database & Website Manager, Bill Funk
Membership Chair, vacant
Grants Chair, vacant
Community Outreach Chair, Bev Pratt
Banquet Chair, Jean Loff
Picnic Chair, Rick Larson
National Association of Forest Service
Retirees Representative, Ranotta McNair
National Museum of Forest Service History Liaison, Dave Jay
Area Representatives
Regional Office, Al Matecko
Research Station, Cindy Miner
Colville NF, Al Garr
Deschutes NF, Dennis Dietrich
Fremont NF, Richard “Buck” Woodward
Gifford Pinchot NF, Phil Dodd
Gifford Pinchot NF (east), vacant
Gifford Pinchot NF (west), vacant
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Mt. Hood NF, Jim Tierney
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Note: Your mailing label shows your next membership renewal date. For example, if it
shows 1/1/2022, your next dues payment is due on that date. If you are a lifetime
member, it will show “Lifetime”.

SAVE THE DATE
Old Smokeys Spring Banquet
Sunday, May 17, 2020 1:00 – 5:00 pm
Charbonneau Country Club
Wilsonville, OR

Big Landscapes and Big Opportunities
see interview with Glenn Cassamassa on page 3

Visit with old friends, have a great catered meal and witness the
change of the guard from our current Old Smokeys president Rob
Mangold to our incoming president Steve Ellis.

MEET US FOR LUNCH IN PORTLAND
Join us for lunch on the last Friday of every month
at the Old Spaghetti Factory, 715 S.W. Bancroft
Street off Macadam Avenue, just south of downtown Portland, Oregon, at 11:00 a.m.

The Old Smokeys Newsletter is published quarterly by the Pacific Northwest
Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) for the benefit of its members and various
offices of the U.S. Forest Service in Region 6. Copies are also made available to
all other U.S. Forest Service retiree organizations. Annual PNWFSA membership
is $20. Lifetime membership is $250. You can find the requirements for membership eligibility and how to apply at www.oldsmokeys.org/join - or reach us by
email to membershipappl@oldsmokeys.org or mail at PNWFSA, P.O. Box 5583,
Portland, Oregon 97728-5583.

Sunrise at Paulina Lake in the Newberry Crater National Volcanic Monument on the Deschutes National Forest with
views of Broken Top and the Three Sisters in Oregon's Cascade Range. Courtesy of USFS Pacific Northwest Region.

