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President’s Message—Kent Connaughton 
 
A very pleasant greeting to all and a sincere thank you to the many members who have given generously to 
help the many Forest Service employees who lost homes and belongings in the Camp Fire that destroyed Para-
dise, California, in November. Your Board approved a generous payment from the Elmer Moyer Memorial 
Emergency Fund to affected employees on behalf of the membership. We continue to search for retirees who 
suffered losses and are prepared to help them as well. 
 

     The coming year will see a renewal of our Participating Agreement with the Pacific Northwest Region and 
the Pacific Northwest Research Station. Several of us met with new Regional Forester Glenn Casamassa in 
December, and Glenn agreed to renew the agreement as well as amend it to increase our mutual interests. Spe-
cifically, we are offering to support mentoring and new-employee orientation, and are asking Glenn to help us 
identify employees who suffer losses in natural catastrophes and to prepare a column of his choosing to in-
clude in our OldSmokeys Newsletter. The Pacific Northwest Research Station is without a permanent Director, 
but indications for continued coordination and support are promising. Ron Boehm has been our principal point 
of contact, and continues to give us the capacity to maintain a successful agreement. 
 

     Your Board believes strongly in our fundamental purposes: to support our Association’s social and service 
network, to provide assistance to today’s Forest Service that will support its mission, and to provide a connec-
tion to today’s Forest Service that will contribute to its success. To that end, I ask each of you to connect with 
employees so that our purpose is clear to them. I also ask each of you to encourage your peers to apply to our 
grants program to further improve the Forest Service in the places it serves the nation. 
 

     The very best to all of you! 
 

Kent Connaughton 
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Forum 
 
“I’m Back in the Saddle Again…” 
 

At its Friday, December 28, 2018, meeting, the Pacific North-
west Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) Board of Directors 
learned that the members who had volunteered to assume pro-
duction of our quarterly OldSmokeys Newsletter had changed 
their minds. I had been informed the evening before. 
     The minutes of that meeting show that the Board identified 
three newsletter production options: (1) ask me to resume edi-
torship on an interim basis, (2) find a professional to do the job, 
or (3) find another OldSmokey to do the job. 
     I agreed to resume my editorship on an interim basis pending 
Board success at the second or third option. 
     In a January 4, 2019, email to the Board, PNWFSA Presi-
dent Kent Connaughton envisioned a “transition” of the 
OldSmokeys Newsletter “that permits strong alignment of the 
newsletter with the stated purposes of our Association.” As part 
of that process, the editor is “to share the draft newsletter with 
me [President Connaughton] prior to its submission to the print-
er so that I can confirm—on the Board’s behalf—its alignment 
with [that] stated purpose [which was] published last year.” 
     You have received this issue a little later than you otherwise 
would have because I assumed this interim editorship about two 
weeks after my usual winter issue deadline and because the 
alignment review process cost additional time. 
 

—Les Joslin 
 
OldSmokeys Caring for OldSmokeys 
 

By Dennis Dietrich 
 

Sometimes we ask ourselves or other OldSmokeys: “What is it 
we do to support and take care of each other?” 
 

     I have a personal story that answers that question. 
 

     A couple years ago I was diagnosed with a serious health 
issue. I had immediate surgery, then follow-up treatment for six 
months, and follow-up surgery in January. A year later, I am 
healthy and apparently disease free. 
 

     During that year, I had many emails and inquiries as to how 
I was doing. 
 

     They were all welcome and very supporting. But one stood 
out, from a good friend and former colleague named Mary. I 
won’t embarrass my OldSmokey friend by naming her last 
name. Mary often emailed me and asked how I was doing. She 
sent me photos of a retirement party I was unable to attend. She 
stayed in touch. She enquired as to my health and recovery. She 
probably had no idea how important her communications were 
to me as I recovered and healed. But they were very much so. 
 

     One of the things we as OldSmokeys can do is take care of 
each other by staying in touch with those we care about. It is 
really easy. Even when we say we are “busy,” we have time to 
email or call someone we care about and want to support and 
tell him or her we care. 
 

     So, call or email a former colleague or friend today and ask 
how he or she is doing. Especially one you might know has had 
some health issues. If you learn something of interest to other 
OldSmokeys, you can send it on to your OldSmokeys Newslet-
ter editor, or our email editor Carol, to share. 
 

     Don’t procrastinate. “Just do it.” 

OldSmokeys News 
 
OldSmokeys Provide Financial Aid to 
U.S. Forest Service Families Affected by 
Northern California Wildfire Disaster 
 

The Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) 
has contributed $1,600 to Plumas and Lassen national forest 
employees and retirees who with their families were impacted 
by the disastrous November 8-28 Camp Fire which burned most 
of the town of Paradise, California. 
     The relief funds were sent from the PNWFSA’s Elmer Mo-
yer Memorial Relief Fund to an account at the Rabobank in 
Oroville, California, set up by the Plumas National Forest to 
administer and distribute such funds. 
     The process for providing these relief funds evolved from 
calls made by PNWFSA President Kent Connaughton to his 
Northern California Forest Service Retirees Association coun-
terpart and by his and OldSmokey Steve Ellis’ communications 
with contacts in the Pacific Southwest Region RO and the 
Plumas and Lassen national forest SOs. 
     Those inquiries indicated that 10 current Plumas National 
Forest employees lost their primary homes, six more were evac-
uated from but did not lose their homes, and four retired em-
ployees lost heir homes. For the Lassen National Forest, two 
current employees lost their primary homes, four were evacuat-
ed from but did not lose their homes, one lost a second home, 
and one retired employee lost a primary home. 
     This is the first time PNWFSA’s Elmer Moyer Memorial 
Emergency Fund has been used to aid Forest Service employees 
and retirees in emergencies outside the Pacific Northwest Re-
gion. In a December 20, 2018, e-mail, PNWFSA President Kent 
Connaughton noted that the experience showed a need for the 
PNWFSA to consider “how to proceed when losses occur out-
side R6,” and “how to improve communications to cut through 
the swirl that clouds our understanding when a catastrophe oc-
curs.” 
     The most destructive wildfire in California history, the 
Camp Fire ignited on the morning of November 8—in a Feather 
River Canyon area where the Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
(PG&E) has acknowledged high-voltage transmission tower 
problems—and spread quickly to cause 86 deaths as it burned 
over 18,000 structures—mostly residences—and over 153,000 
acres in and around Paradise, a town of 27,000 in the foothills 
east of Chico. After several days of rain, the fire was reported 
contained on November 25. 
     As 2018 drew to a close, California’s attorney general said 
that PG&E—the state’s largest utility provider—could face 
murder or manslaughter charges if, as suspected, one of its 
powerlines ignited the blaze. Early in 2019, three major insur-
ance companies were reported “suing PG&E over the billions 
of dollars in claims they expected to face from the Camp Fire.” 
 

Prepared from multiple sources including PNWFSA Board of Directors emails 
and multiple press accounts, and reviewed for accuracy by PNWFSA President 
Kent Connaughton.  
 
At least one OldSmokey, Red 
Cross member Carrie Sammons, 
responded to the Camp Fire in 
person. Her story is on page 4.  
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Election 2019!  
 

OldSmokeys Nominate Steve Ellis to 
Serve as Next PNWFSA President-Elect 
 

Thanks to what Pacific Northwest Forest Service Associatio 
(PNWFSA) Nominating Committee Chair OldSmokey Charlie 
Krebs on December 10, 2018, termed “the tenacity of the 
Nominating Committee and President Connaughton, we have 
found an excellent person” to serve as the PNWFSA’s next 
President-Elect. The PNWFSA Board of Directors has whole-
heartedly endorsed the nomination of OldSmokey Steve Ellis 
for the position. 
 

     Steve’s 38-year federal government career included both 
U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management assign-
ments. Steve began on a Shawnee National Forest, Illinois, fire 
crew while earning a B.S. degree in forestry at Southern Illinois 
University. He married his high school sweetheart, Linda, while 
the two were in college, and they enjoyed a “poor couple’s hon-
eymoon” backpacking in the San Juan Mountains of Colorado. 
 

     After earning an M.S. degree in geography at the University 
of Northern Illinois, Steve and Linda headed to Idaho in 1979 
for his first BLM job as a forester in Burley followed by a soil 
scientist position in Boise and a field manager position in Sho-
shone. His and Linda’s three children were born during those 
Idaho years. 
 

     Beginning in 1992, Steve spent four years in a budget posi-
tion at BLM Headquarters in Washington, D.C. He also served 
a short stint as a legislative fellow for Senator Ben Nighthorse 
Campbell (Republican-Colorado). 

     Back out West in 1996, Steve served a short tour at BLM’s 
Las Vegas office before spending more than a decade in Oregon 
as district manager of BLM’s Lakeview District and forest su-
pervisor of the Fremont-Winema National Forest and later the 
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest. It was in the small commu-
nities of Lakeview and Baker City that Steve, in the words of 
E&E News reporter Phil Taylor, “honed the art of collaboration 
in public land management.” 
 

     In 2010, Steve returned to BLM as state director in Idaho. 
There, as reported by Taylor, he “led controversial decisions to 
protect sage grouse, site a massive transmission line, and renew 
scores of grazing permits that [had been] challenged in court.” 
 

    In February 2014, Steve was selected to serve as Deputy Di-
rector for Operations at BLM Headquarters in Washington, 
D.C., a position in which he had been acting for six months and 
the agency’s most senior position for a career official. 
 
 

     After that tour of translating policy into practice on the land, 
Steve retired toward the end of 2017 and moved to Oregon 
where  he and Linda reside on 10 acres in the Beavercreek area 
from which they enjoy riding and packing horses in western 
Idaho and eastern Oregon. 
 

     Steve and Linda joined the PNWFSA on January 10, 2017. 
 

Prepared from multiple sources including Steve and Linda’s PNWFSA member-
ship application and the article “The man who’s got BLM’s back” by E&E 
News reporter Phil Taylor in Greenwire, Wednesday, March 23, 2016. 
 

Please use the ballot at left below to support Steve’s ac-
ceptance of this three-year commitment. At right below is a 
Bill for Collection for use by annual dues payers who have not 
yet sent in 2018 annual dues. You can send in both your ballot 
and your annual dues at the same time using the same stamp! 

 
Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association 

 

Winter 2019 Ballot for Election of PNWFSA 
President-Elect Steve Ellis 

 
The PNWFSA Board of Directors has nominated 

Steven A. Ellis 
To serve as PNWFSA President-Elect for the 

2019-2020 term. 
 

Please confirm your support of this nomination by 
casting this ballot for this nominee or 

nominate a “write-in” candidate. 
 

     _____ I cast my ballot for Steven A. Ellis to serve as 
                PNWFSA President-Elect. 
 
     _____ I cast my ballot for ________________________ 
                to serve as PNWFSA President-Elect. 
 

Mail your ballot to: 
 
 

PNWFSA 
P.O. Box 5583 

Portland, Oregon 97228 
 

or cast your ballot by e-mail addressed to 
PNWFSA Secretary Deb Warren at 

debrawarren69@gmail.com 
 

Note: PNWFSA’s new website does not yet have an 
online voting feature, so please use paper ballot or email. 

 
Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association 

 

Bill for Collection for 2019 Annual Dues 
or Conversion to Lifetime Membership 

and PNWFSA Fund Donations 
 

Please make your check(s) for $20.00 Annual Membership 
Dues or $250.00 Lifetime Membership Dues and 

any amounts you may wish to contribute to 
any of the PNWFSA funds listed below 

payable to PNWFSA and mail to: 
 

PNWFSA, P.O. Box 5583, Portland, Oregon 97228 
 

Please check all that apply: 
 

     _____ First year of PNWFSA Membership—$0 
                (Free if before October 1 of year in which joined) 
 
     _____ Annual Membership Renewal—$20.00 
 
     _____ Lifetime Membership—$250.00 
 
     _____ Elmer Moyer Memorial 
                Emergency Fund Donation—$_______________ 
 
     _____ Project/Grant Fund Donation—$______________ 
 
     Name ________________________________________ 
 
     Street Address__________________________________ 
 
     City _______________ State _____ Zip Code ________ 
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OldSmokey Annual Dues for 2019 were 
Due and Payable on January 1, 2019 
 

OldSmokeys who pay their Pacific Northwest Forest Service 
Association (PNWFSA) dues on an annual basis but who have 
not yet paid their Annual Dues are asked to pay those dues as 
soon as possible to save fellow OldSmokeys the time and trou-
ble of calling them to remind them to pay those dues. 
     You may pay your annual dues online by going to the 
OldSmokeys website at <www.oldsmokeys.org> and following 
the instructions for logging in provided below in the article 
“OldSmokeys Launched New Website and Membership System 
in October 2018” and clicking on “Donations and Payments” 
and following the procedure. Dues may no longer be paid 
online through PayPal. 
     Or you may use the Bill for Collection coupon on the bottom 
right side of page 3 to pay your $20.00 annual dues, convert to 
a Lifetime Membership for a one-time payment of $250.00 that 
frees you from paying annual dues ever again, and/or donate to 
one or more PNWFSA funds. 
 
OldSmokeys Launched New Website and 
Membership System in October 2018 
 

“On October 1, 2018, our Pacific Northwest Forest Service 
Association (PNWFSA) entered a new era of automated infor-
mation services—an online system that integrates our member-
ship records, events, and website,” OldSmokey Bill Funk, 
Membership Database & Website Manager, announced. The 
website has a “public side” and a “member side”—the latter 
accessible only to members who log in with their email address 
and password. 
     Here are just some of the features of this new system: 
 

• Changes in member information are automatically dis-
played in an online directory accessible only to members. 

• Events are automatically displayed in the website for all to 
see. 

• Members can see and maintain their own profile infor-
mation. 

• Annual dues payers can pay their dues online by logging 
in. 

• Anyone can donate to the PNWFSA or buy an 
OldSmokeys hat through the website. 

• Members can individually select the eNotes, eForum, or 
eMemorial emails they wish to receive—just one, two, or 
all three. 

• Potential members can join the PNWFSA by filling out an 
online application. 

• Security of member information, payments, and other 
member-only information—of utmost importance in this 
day and age—is provided by Wild Apricot, our provider. 

 

     Here’s how to use this new system: To first log in, go to 
<www.oldsmokeys.org> and click “Log in” in the upper right 
under the header image. Then immediately click “Forgot pass-
word” and follow the instructions. (Note: You must be a 
PNWFSA member to log in.) After that’s done, you can log in 
anytime with your email address/password. 
     To reach your profile—from anywhere in the website—click 
on your name found in the upper right under the header image. 
When you log in, you’ll see “Members” in the menu bar. Hover 

over it to see additional pages, including the directory, accessi-
ble to members only. 
     “Go ahead! Explore the site! And let us know of any ideas 
for its improvement,” Bill says. “If you have any interest in 
helping out, contact me at <db-web-mgr@oldsmokeys.org>.  
 
OldSmokeys Spring Banquet is May 19, 
Summer Picnic is Set for August 9 
 

Mark your calendars now for the top two Pacific Northwest 
Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) social events of 2019! 
     The annual Spring Banquet at the beautiful Charbonneau 
Country Club in Wilsonville, Oregon, is scheduled for Sunday, 
May 19, 2019, and the annual Summer Picnic in the Woods at 
the Wildwood Recreation Area near Mt. Hood is scheduled for 
Friday, August 9, 2019. 
     Complete information about and a registration form for the 
Spring Banquet will be in the spring issue of your OldSmokeys 
newsletter, and information about and a registration form for 
the Summer Picnic will be in the spring and summer issues of 
your OldSmokeys Newsletters. 
 
OldSmokey Jim DeMaagd Named 
Sawtooth National Forest Supervisor 
 

After serving a few months as acting forest supervisor of the 
Sawtooth National Forest, OldSmokey Jim DeMaagd of the 
Mt. Hood National Forest was selected as forest supervisor of 
the Sawtooth to report for work at the SO in Jerome, Idaho, to 
which that office was moved from Twin Falls in 2018, on Janu-
ary 21, 2019. 
     “It’ll be hard to leave the Mt. Hood, but it’s a great oppor-
tunity,” Jim told your OldSmokeys Newsletter. 
     The Sawtooth National Forest comprises 2,110,408 acres, 96 
percent in central Idaho and four percent in northern Utah. Tru-
ly a “land of many uses,” it includes the Sawtooth National 
Recreation Area and is home to Sun Valley, the first destination 
winter resort in the United States.  
 
OldSmokey Carrie Sammons Responded 
to California Wildfire Emergency 
 

OldSmokey Carrie Sammons, a member of the Central and 
Eastern Oregon Chapter of the American Red Cross, responded 
to a November 10, 2018, call to report to Red Cross headquar-
ters in Sacramento, California, to help coordinate relief services 
for those displaced by the deadly Camp Fire which devastated 
the town of Paradise, California, and surrounding countryside. 
     Carrie was immediately in the field, visiting shelters in Chi-
co and Oroville “to find out what services [were] needed and to 
find local organizations to meet those needs,” according to the 
November 13 edition of The Bulletin, her Bend, Oregon, 
hometown newspaper. Those services ranged from laundry to 
cell phones for displaced survivors of California’s deadliest 
wildfire. 
     A retired U.S. Forest Service public affairs officer, Carrie 
has a wealth of experience responding to wildfires as well as to 
tropical storms and other disasters. As recently as May 2018, 
she served in Hawaii after the devastating Kilauea volcano 
eruption. 
 

Prepared from “Bend Red Cross volunteer responds to deadly California wild-
fire” by Kyle Spurr in the November 13, 2018, edition of The Bulletin. 
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OldSmokey Rex Holloway Shares His 
Continuing Adventure in Antarctica in 
“Working in the Land of Ice” Blog 
 

OldSmokey Rex Holloway, whose departure for five months of 
service in Antarctica with the National Science Foundation was 
reported in your Fall 2018 OldSmokeys Newsletter, is sharing 
his life and work at McMurdo Station in a beautifully con-
ceived and executed blog “Working in the Land of Ice” at 
<www.rexonice.com>. 
 

     Readers of Rex’s blog are certain to be surprised by what 
life and work  are like at McMurdo Station where Rex serves as 
a shuttle driver. All will be impressed by the luxurious living 
accommodations as well as the recreational opportunities—
especially hiking—enjoyed by the 895 souls [as of November 
25, 2018] assigned to this remote scientific research facility. All 
is beautifully presented in words and pictures in the retired U.S. 
Forest Service public affairs officer’s blog. 
 

     “All in all, I’m very happy with life here in McMurdo,” Rex 
reports. “That’s not to say I don’t miss my little house on Frazer 
Lane [in Bend, Oregon] and all my friends and family. But 
compared to the early Antarctic explorers, I have it quite nice.” 
 
OldSmokey Jon Stewart Completed His 
Arizona Trail Trek in November 2018 
 

OldSmokey Jon Stewart, certainly the Pacific Northwest For-
est Service Association’s “hikingest” member, carved another 
notch in his metaphorical walking stick when he completed the 
800-mile Arizona National Scenic Trail on November 8, 2018. 
 

     That trail passes through two national parks, four national 
forests, and several included congressionally-designated wilder-
nesses as it winds its way through diverse deserts, mountains, 
canyons, forests, rangelands and communities from Arizona’s 
border with Utah in the north to Mexico in the south. 
 

     In addition to the dramatic beauty of Arizona’s diverse natu-
ral and cultural landscapes, Jon observed “the dramatic impact 
wildfires have had on Arizona’s pine and oak forests over the 
past twenty years.” On the Tonto National Forest, he estimates 
80 percent of the designated wilderness “has been burned over, 
leaving little more than snag-filled brush fields, while a third of 

the pine forests atop the Kaibab Plateau have been devastated 
by fire.” 
     Although he experienced “a climatic anomaly, snow and 
rain storms that marked the wettest October on record,” he ob-
served that “twenty-three years of extended drought and fire 
seasons that never end have dramatically transformed many 
high-elevation forests into little more than a land of thorny 
scrub.” 
 
Memories continued from page 9 
 

Calvin Eston “Cal” Weissenfluh (“vonWeissenfluh” later in 
life in honor of his Swiss heritage) died October 15, 2018, at 
age 95. Cal was born August 10, 1923, in Long Creek, Oregon, 
where he was known by this middle name, Eston, and as a 
young boy learned to hunt and fish. In 1943, Cal enlisted in the 
U.S. Marine Corps, and for the duration of World War II, was 
stationed in Hawaii where he was promoted to the rank of tech-
nical sergeant. After his honorable discharge in 1946, he en-
tered Oregon State College on the GI Bill and graduated with a 
B.S. degree in forest management in 1950. Cal’s first position 
after college was a summer job as a junior forester in the U.S. 
Forest Service in Trout Lake, Washington, on the Gifford 
Pinchot National Forest. After a year-long stint with the Kla-
math Indian Agency in Klamath Falls, Oregon, Cal returned to 
the Forest Service in Prineville, Oregon, on the Ochoco Nation-
al Forest, and during the remainder of his 30-year Forest Ser-
vice career served as assistant district ranger at the Dale Ranger 
District, on the Umatilla National Forest, in Dale, Oregon, and 
as district ranger of the Snow Mountain Ranger District, Och-
oco National Forest, in Burns, Oregon, and district ranger of the 
Lakeview Ranger District, Fremont National Forest, in Lake-
view, Oregon, where he retired in 1978 and from which he and 
his wife, Shirley, moved to Bend, Oregon. In retirement, Cal 
learned about computers and pursed his interest in genealogy; 
the latter led to creation of a comprehensive family tree that 
brought branches of the family into contact and resulted in 
memorable family reunions. Cal’s paternal ancestors emigrated 
from Switzerland in 1880 to settle first in eastern Kansas and 
then in eastern Oregon. A chance encounter with a Swiss visitor 
to Oregon in 1950 led to Cal’s discovery of relatives in Switzer-
land whom he visited and with whom he maintained close con-
tact for the remainder of his life. Survivors include Shirley, his 
wife of 59 years; their son Gregg; their daughters Reigh Hays, 
Dawn White, Diana Stoffel, Jenny Hansford, and Tracy Hayes; 
six grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. 
 
Your OldSmokeys Newsletter 
     Needs Your Support! 
 

This quarterly newsletter — along with 
online media — help you keep in touch 
with what’s going on within the Pacific 
Northwest Forest Service Association and the U.S. 
Forest Service and with your fellow OldSmokeys. 
 

You can provide needed help to this newsletter by 
contributing news items of interest to the readers 
beyond those developed by the editor. You may 
even contribute feature articles about our Outfit 
and those who serve or have served in it. 
 

You might even decide to become its editor! 

OldSmokey Rex Holloway stands in front of one of the shuttle 
vans he drives at McMurdo Station, Antarctica. 
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Forest Service News 

U.S. Forest Service Chief Vicki Christiansen pledged to lead a 
productive agency that would offer a safe work environment for 
all after her October 11, 2018, swearing in. 
 

U.S. Forest Service Chief Christiansen 
Officially Sworn in on October 11, 2018 
 

The word “interim” was removed from her title when, on Octo-
ber 11, 2018, Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue adminis-
tered the oath of office that made Vicki Christiansen the 19th 
Chief of the U.S. Forest Service. 
     Chief Christiansen, who joined the Forest Service in 2010 
after a career in state forestry which included service as state 
forester for Arizona and Washington, had been serving as inter-
im chief since the March 2018 resignation of Tony Tooke after 
about six months on the job when allegations of sexual miscon-
duct surfaced. She served as Deputy Chief for State and Private 
Forestry before being named as interim chief. 
     Chief Christiansen’s remarks after the swearing-in ceremony 
focused on the Forest Service’s national responsibility as a con-
servation leader and the “safe and respectful work environ-
ment” essential to mission accomplishment. 
 

Prepared from multiple sources including “Christiansen sworn in to bring ‘new 
vision’ to Forest Service” by Spencer Chase in an October 11, 2018 
<www.agri-pulse.com> online posting; “Christiansen Named Forest Service 
Chief” in an October 11, 2018, Forest Service Employees for Environmental 
Ethics” online posting; and “Vicki Christiansen officially sworn in as 19th 
Forest Service Chief” in October 12, 2018, U.S. Forest Service Leadership 
Corner blog entry by Patti Hiramiy, acting Deputy Chief for State and Private 
Forestry. 
 
U.S. Forest Service Committed to 
Collaborative Landscape Management 
With States at WGA Meeting in Hawaii 
 

The Western Governors’ Association (WGA) and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture recently signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) to “establish a framework to allow the For-
est Service and WGA to work collaboratively to accomplish 
mutual goals, further common interests, and effectively respond 
to the increasing suite of challenges facing western landscapes.” 
     The agreement, announced at the December 11-13 2018 
WGA Winter Meeting in Hawaii, is an outgrowth of two ongo-
ing activities: the “Shared Stewardship” initiative of Secretary 

of Agriculture Sonny Perdue and the “National Forest and 
Rangeland Management Initiative” of Western Governors.” 
     The agreement was signed at the meeting by Secretary Per-
due, WGA Chair and Governor of Hawaii David Inge, and 
WGA Vice Chair and Governor of North Dakota Doug Burn-
ham. 
     “This is an important step in cooperatively addressing land 
management challenges,” said Governor Inge. “We recognize 
that no one agency or level of government  has the capacity to 
deal with all of these risks alone. This MOU puts us on a path 
to working closely on these serious matters.” 
     “Governors possess primary decision-making authority for 
management of state resources, including many resources on 
federal lands. Being a ‘good neighbor’ is an essential compo-
nent of USDA’s work, which is why this MOU is so im-
portant,” said Secretary Perdue. “USDA’s Forest Service will 
work shoulder-to-shoulder with WGA to co-manage risks and 
identify land management priorities. As authentic collaborators, 
the states and federal government will improve service to the 
public by creating more efficient, effective, and long-lasting 
policy.” 
     Federal, state, and private managers of forests and range-
lands face a multitude of urgent challenges, including cata-
strophic wildfires, invasive species, degraded watersheds, and 
epidemics of insects and disease. The conditions fueling these 
circumstances are not improving, as demonstrated by the devas-
tating wildfires of 2018. 
     The U.S. Forest Service announced a new strategy earlier in 
2018 to work more closely with states to identify landscape-
scale priorities for targeted treatments. Over the past two years, 
Western governors have been examining a wide variety of land 
management challenges, including those involving large land-
scapes with multiple ownerships. 
     The MOU commits the Forest Service and Western gover-
nors to a “more integrated approach to prioritizing investments 
where they will have the greatest impact and will work together 
to set priorities that address risk across broad landscapes.” 
 

Prepared from WGA Press Release “Western Governors, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture sign MOU to address land management collaboratively,” of De-
cember 12, 2018. 
 
U.S. Forest Service Fire Management 
Measures Excluded from Farm Bill 
 

“After months of debate and negotiation, Congress voted final 
approval [on December 12, 2018] to a massive farm bill that 
will provide more that $400 billion for agriculture subsidies, 
conservation programs, and food aid,” the Associated Press 
reported on December 14, 2018. 
     But, and this is a big “but” for the U.S. Forest Service and 
other federal land management agencies, “changes sought to the 
forestry section of the bill in response to deadly wildfires in 
California, giving more authority to the Agriculture and Interior 
departments to clear [treat?] forest and other public lands, were 
not included in the final bill.” 
     During a November 26 visit to Paradise, California, mostly 
destroyed by the Camp Fire just days before, Secretary of Agri-
culture Sonny Perdue and then-Secretary of the Interior Ryan 
Zinke “had touted those provisions as a way to prevent deadly 
blazes like the Camp Fire.” 
     Not included in the bill were “provisions for salvage logging 
after fires, removal of dead and dying trees,  clearing brush and 
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using control burns” which “were included in the house version 
of the bill, but not in the Senate’s. The final bill does not sub-
stantially authorize wider use of what Perdue called ‘common-
sense steps that we know work’ during his visit to Paradise.” 
     President Donald Trump signed the bill, “which sets federal 
agricultural and food policy for five years,” on December 20, 
2018. 
 

Prepared from “Farm bill headed to Trump without forest management 
measures,” by the Associated Press, December 14, 2018. 
 
U.S. Forest Service Study Reveals 
Pacific Northwest Communities 
Most Threatened by Wildfire 
 

In the wake of one of the West’s most disastrous wildfire sea-
sons, the U.S. Forest Service and Montana-based Pyrologix 
have released the results of analysis that has “identified the 100 
communities in Oregon and Washington with the highest cumu-
lative risk of wildfire” according to Oregon Public Broadcast-
ing (OPB) and other press reports. 
     “In Washington, the cities of Leavenworth, Ellensburg, Se-
lah, Spokane, and Wenatchee top the list. In Oregon, the list is 
headed by Merlin, Redwood, Medford, Bend, and Warm 
Springs,” OPB reported. 
     While the 100 communities listed “faced a greater threat of 
significant home losses from wildfire,” they “also offer the 
most potential for reducing risk…” by offering “...a clearer pic-
ture of where state, local, and federal officials can target mega-
fire prevention. These efforts typically include prescribed burn-
ing, homeowner education, and fire resilient development and 
building codes.” 
     According to Joe Scott, principal wildfire analyst for Py-
rologix, “the report is part of a larger, years-long assessment of 
wildfire risk...designed to increase awareness about which areas 
of the Pacific Northwest stand to be heavily impacted by fires.” 
Rick Stratton, a Forest Service fire analyst and a co-author of 
the study, “added that the study was among the first that incor-
porated data from a mix of agencies across such a wide swath 
of land.” 
 

Prepared from “Analysis Reveals Northwest Communities Most Threatened by 
Wildfire” by Tony Schick, published online by OPB on November 14, 2018, and 
“Bend is No. 4 on fire risk list” by Stephen Hamway in the November 26, 2018, 
The Bulletin. 
 

 
U.S. Forest Service Supervisors Announced 
New Permit System for Oregon Wildernesses 
 

“After significant public involvement, we have decided to man-
age entry at 30 of the 80 trailheads [accessing the] Three Sis-
ters, Mount Jefferson, and Mount Washington [wildernesses]” 
forest supervisors—and OldSmokeys—Jon Allen of the 
Deschutes National Forest and Tracy Beck of the Willamette 
National Forest wrote in a November 23, 2018, Salem, Oregon, 
Statesman-Journal guest column entitled “New permit system a 
necessary evil for Oregon wildernesses.” 
     Visits by both day-use and overnight campers will be man-
aged by permits purchased in advance online at <Recreation. 
Gov> except for a certain number of permits held to allow for 
same-day or next-day trips. These permits are expected to cost 
from $6.00 to $12.00. Plans call for the permit system to begin 
in 2020, and for the permits to be required from Memorial Day 
through September each year. 

     “The remaining 50 trailheads [which provide access to these 
three wildernesses] will still have free, self-issue, same-day 
permits available,” the two forest supervisors wrote. Two addi-
tional wildernesses within the two national forests, the Waldo 
Lake Wilderness and the Diamond Lake Wilderness also con-
sidered during the evaluation and decision process, “will still 
have free, self-issue, same-day permits.” 
     Citing their responsibilities under the Wilderness Act of 
1964 to manage recreational use of congressionally-designated 
wildernesses,, the two forest supervisors noted that many par-
ticipants in the process “have noted that something must be 
done to address the overcrowding, the trash and human waste 
left behind, and the degradation of wilderness character and 
wildlife habitat” in these wildernesses. They cite the success of 
the “limited-entry permit system in the Pamelia Lakes and Ob-
sidian areas in wilderness on the Willamette National Forest. In 
the two decades since implementation, we have seen remarka-
ble recovery of streams, campsites, and wildlife habitat, and 
regularly hear from hikers and campers that the opportunity to 
experience an undamaged place is well worth the required per-
mit.” 
     The two forest supervisors “anticipate that a final decision 
notice will be released early [in 2019]” and ask the public “to 
be involved in crafting how the permit system for these select 
trailheads will be implemented.” 
 

Prepared from multiple sources including “Forest Service plan to limit entry 
into five Oregon wilderness areas hits final stages” by Zach Urness in the April 
24, 2018, Statesman-Journal, and the op-ed mentioned in the article. 
 
U.S. Forest Service Noted October 2018 
Passing of Geraldine “Geri” Bergen 

 

Geraldine “Geri” Bergen, the first 
woman to hold a U.S. Forest Service 
line officer position, died October 12, 
2018, at age 88. 
     Born in Brooklyn, New York, in 
1930, Bergen married in 1949 and 
moved to Seattle, Washington. Fol-
lowing her divorce, she moved with 
her children to Reno, Nevada, where 
she enrolled in the University of Ne-
vada while setting her sights on the 
University of California’s School of 
Forestry in Berkeley. There she dis-
tinguished herself, earning numerous 
awards and scholarships for academic 

excellence, and began working for the Forest Service part-time 
at the Pacific Southwest Forest and Range Experiment Station 
just off campus on Addison Avenue. 
     After earning a bachelor’s degree in forestry and a master’s 
degree in Botany, Bergen landed her first professional forester 
position as the Public Information Officer in Women’s Activi-
ties at the Pacific Southwest Region RO in San Francisco in 
1967. In 1972, she was assigned a new position as the region’s 
environmental coordinator, tasked with developing a regional 
policy for implementing the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969. From the RO she moved to the field in 1978 as Tahoe 
National Forest deputy forest supervisor—and became the first 
woman in the Forest Service to hold a line officer position. In 
1985 she was promoted to forest supervisor of the Tahoe.  Five 
 

                                                                    Continued on page 8 
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years later, she moved to the WO to serve as deputy director of 
the environmental coordination staff. 
     Following retirement in 1994, Bergen returned to California 
where she volunteered with numerous local, state, and national 
conservation associations. She is survived by three children, 
grandchildren, and a great-grandchild as well as several nieces 
and nephews. 
 

Editor’s Note: I did not know Geri Bergen, but as a pre-forestry 
student milling around Mulford Hall in 1961 and 1962, I was 
aware of who she was and how much she was admired. 
 

Prepared from “Remembering Geraldine ‘Geri’ Bergen” published online in 
the November 2, 2018, Inside the Forest Service blog. 
 

 
Changes 
 
This section, which listed changes to the Pacific Northwest For-
est Service Association (PNWFSA) membership directory 
which had occurred since publication of the previous 
OldSmokeys Newsletter, has been discontinued in the interest of 
member information security. 
     Current members’ street addresses, telephone numbers, and 
email addresses are available in the online membership directo-
ry available to members who log on to the PNWFSA website. 
The PNWFSA will continue to publish the annual hardcopy 
membership directory each spring which is inserted in and 
mailed with the spring edition of your OldSmokeys Newsletter. 
 
 

New Members 
 
Welcome to these new OldSmokeys who have joined the Pacif-
ic Northwest Forest Service Association since the Fall 2018 
OldSmokeys Newsletter went to press. 
 

Joanna “Jo” Booser of Bend, Oregon, completed 36 years of 
federal service when she retired from the U.S. Forest Service on 
July 1, 2011, as silviculturist on the Deschutes and Ochoco na-
tional forests. Thirty-two of those years were with the Forest 
Service, all but one in Region 6, and the other four were with 
the National Park Service. An accomplished musician who fid-
dled with quartet of Forest Service women called “Riders in the 
Dirt” whose signature song “The Green and the Gold” captured 
the Outfit’s spirit of service, Jo continues to pursue her music 
career. She also enjoys yoga, photography, hiking, bird watch-
ing, and “taking all kinds of classes” as well as traveling with 

Overseas Adventure Travel. “So far, I have traveled to many 
countries in South America, Africa, Asia, and Southeast Asia as 
well as to Mexico and Canada,” Jo says. “OldSmokeys interest-
ed in such travel should contact me and I can get them a dis-
count on their first trip!” 
 

Ed & Faith Brown of La Pine, Oregon. Ed retired from the 
U.S. Forest Service on December 31, 2017, as Fremont-
Winema National Forest silviculturist. Ed began his Forest Ser-
vice career in 1978 as a seasonal employee on the St. Helens 
Ranger District, Gifford Pinchot National Forest, on which he 
worked seven seasons in planning, silviculture, and fuels. Fol-
lowing two years in the Peace Corps in the People’s Republic 
of Benin (a socialist state on the Gulf of Guinea on the African 
continent which in 1990 became present-day Benin), Ed’s first 
permanent position was as a forester on the Chemult Ranger 
District, Winema National Forest, working as a planner and 
silviculturist on timber sales. He later served as the district’s 
natural resources/vegetation staff officer. Ed completed his For-
est Service career as Fremont-Winema National Forest silvicul-
turist. In retirement, Ed keeps busy with remodeling jobs 
around the house, precommercial thinning and fuels reduction 
on his own woodlands, and bicycling. He looks forward to 
cross-country skiing this winter followed by wakeboarding and 
water skiing in the spring and summer. 
 

Catherine “Cat” Caruso & Geoffrey “Geoff” Goings of 
Gresham, Oregon. Cat serves in public affairs in the Pacific 
Northwest Region RO. She enjoys hiking, kayaking, camping 
travel, reading, writing, cooking, crafts “seemingly endless 
home improvement projects, and hanging out with the pets.” 
 

Lori A. Depew of Tiller, Oregon, retired from the U.S. Forest 
Service on December 22, 2010, on the Tiller Ranger District, 
Umpqua National Forest, after 30 years of service. Twenty-
seven of those years were spent primarily in recreation, trails, 
and wilderness management on the Tiller Ranger District, and 
the last three as Umpqua National Forest wilderness and trails 
coordinator. After retirement, Lori worked AD locally on fires 
until 2017. Also, in 2017, she formed a committee under a local 
non-profit called “Friends of the Rogue-Umpqua Divide Wil-
derness.” Since then, she has been applying for grants for trail 
maintenance and working on trails. Lori hopes “to grow a vol-
unteer trail crew and accomplish more in the future.” 
 

Janet “Jan” Harrington of Vancouver, Washington, the 
daughter of the late OldSmokey Bob Torheim and his wife 
Marjean, was “raised in the U.S. Forest Service” which she 
later joined and worked in financial services, and from which 
she retired in 2017. “Since my mother is now unable to partici-
pate/attend due to health, I want to continue our family’s con-
nection with the PNWFSA,” Jan wrote. 
 

Kenneth R. “Ken” & Claire L. Harrison of Sandy, Oregon. 
Ken retired from the U.S. Forest Service on the Mt. Hood Na-
tional Forest where he worked “in facilities” on September 29, 
2018. In retirement, “working on the home, some community 
service volunteering, some traveling” occupy his time. 
 

David Pederson of Klamath Falls, Oregon, who retired from 
the U.S. Forest Service in November 2001 as a law enforce-
ment officer on the Klamath Ranger District, Winema National 
Forest, is a former member who is rejoining the Pacific North-
west Forest Service Association. His Forest Service career also 
included fire management positions in Region 3 and Region 5. 
 

 

Check Out “The Smokey Wire” Website 
for U.S. Forest Service and National Forest 

News and Views 
For several years U.S. Forest Service retiree Sharon Fried-
man—who worked in Region 6 from 1979 to 1988—has 
produced this recently renamed website which provides 
extensive coverage of Forest Service and National Forest 
System news and opinion as well as other natural resource 
and environment news. Go to <forestpolicypub.com> to 
check it out. 

   All members’ street addresses, telephone numbers, and email 
addresses are available in the online membership directory 
available to members who log on to the PNWFSA website. 
The PNWFSA will continue to publish the annual hardcopy 
membership directory each spring which is inserted in and 
mailed with the spring edition of your OldSmokeys Newsletter.
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Carrie Sammons of Bend, Oregon, retired from the U.S. Forest 
Service as a public affairs officer on the Deschutes National 
Forest. “I started on the Dixie National Forest in special uses, 
moved to the Deschutes and worked in recreation on the Cres-
cent Ranger District and then in planning (Wild & Scenic Riv-
ers) and public affairs in the SO. I am currently with the Ameri-
can Red Cross in Disaster Services,” Carrie reports, and you 
can read about her most recent assignment assisting Camp Fire 
victims on page 4 of this issue of your OldSmokeys Newsletter. 
“Otherwise, international travel, kayaking, paddle boarding, and 
some skiing,” she adds. 
 

Brett R. & Jean Thomas of Milton-Freewater, Oregon. Brett 
is Fire and Aviation Staff Officer on the Umatilla National For-
est. He also has served on the Mt. Hood and Wallowa-Whitman 
national forests in Region 6 and in Region 4. His “off-work 
activities” include “hunting and fishing throughout the Blue 
Mountains and taking in as many of my daughters’ collegiate 
and high school sports that my work schedule will allow.” 

 
 

Memories 
 
Farewell to these recently deceased Pacific Northwest Forest 
Service Association (PNWFSA) members who live on in our 
memories. 
 

Richard E. “Dick” Haines died March 13, 2018, at age 81. 
Dick was born September 28, 1936, in Billings, Montana, from 
which his family moved to Helena, Montana, where he graduat-
ed from high school in 1954. Dick graduated from Montana 
State University in 1959 with a degree in mechanical engineer-
ing where he also completed the Army ROTC program as was 
commissioned a second lieutenant. He served two years in the 
U.S. Army as an officer teaching marksmanship and shooting 
on Army rifle teams. He was stationed at Fort Bliss, Texas, the 
Presidio in San Francisco, California, and then at Fort Carson, 
Colorado, where he met and married Bunny in June 1961.Dick 
began his engineering career in 1961 working for a consulting 
engineering firm in Billings. He began his U.S. Forest Service 
career in 1962 and served on the Kootenai, Kaniksu, and Clear-
water national forests before serving as forest engineer on the 
Deer Lodge National Forest in Butte, Montana, and the Siski-
you National Forest in Grants Pass, Oregon. In 1988, dick ac-
cepted a supervisory position at the Missoula Technology De-
velopment Center where he and Bunny lived until he retired 
from the Forest Service in 1993. Dick then began his second 
public service career. From 1999 through 2004, he served three 
terms in the Montana House of Representatives where he served 
on the appropriations committee and played a major role in es-
tablishment of the Western Montana State Veterans Cemetery 
in Missoula. Dick’s public service continued as he served on the 
Missoula City Council from 2005 through 2014. Throughout his 
public service careers, Dick found time to enjoy many outdoor 
recreational activities and hobbies. Although he was a dedicated 
marksman and hunter, all elk and deer were safe once he took to 
the field. He was an avid backpacker, fisherman, birdwatcher, 
hiker, and lifelong road racer with three full marathons and 
countless Bloomsday 12Ks to his credit. His hobbies included 
photography, shooting, and reading, and he was a fine wood-
worker and craftsman. Survivors include his wife Bunny, their 
son Bob and daughter Cyndy, and two grandsons.   
 

Frederick Siems “Fred” Page died December 23, 2018, at age 
77. Fred was born in Seattle, Washington, on June 30, 1941, the 
son of a career U.S. Army officer, and moved frequently as he 
grew up. He lived in Stockton, California, near his paternal 
grandparents several times when his father was overseas. The 
highlight of his elementary school years was spending fifth 
grade on Okinawa where his father was stationed. Fred attended 
Walla Walla High School in that Washington city for three 
years before graduating from Mt. Vernon High School in the 
Virginia suburb of Washington, D.C. Fred earned a B.S. degree 
in forestry at the School of Forestry, University of California, 
Berkeley, in 1966. He then entered the U.S. Army as a second 
lieutenant in the Medical Service Corps, and after training at 
Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas, was station at Fort 
George G. Meade, Maryland. After discharge from the Army in 
1968, Fred’s U.S. Forest Service career began in John Day, 
Oregon, on the Malheur National Forest, and continued at the 
Powers Ranger District on the Siskiyou National Forest, the 
Hoodsport Ranger District on the Olympic National Forest, and 
the Olympic National Forest in Olympia before, early in 1982, 
he was appointed district ranger on the Randle Ranger District, 
Gifford Pinchot National Forest. From there, Fred moved to 
Portland and the Timber Management staff in the RO where he 
retired after about ten years. Near the end of his career, Fred 
facilitated the program to secure the cancer-treating drug 
“taxol” from Western yew bark. Fred’s career in the Forest Ser-
vice provided his family the opportunity to live and make 
friends in several small towns and a few larger towns through-
out the Pacific Northwest. He had a great love for the outdoors 
that he shared with his family. He could be found in a canoe or 
on a hike, camping trip, or other adventure with a camera 
around his neck. He also had a lifelong interest in trains and 
particularly enjoyed creating scale model trains and logging 
camps depicting the early days of Pacific Northwest logging. 
Fred had a passion for learning about Pacific Northwest history 
and enjoyed discovering treasures from the past. Fred’s sense of 
humor, desire to help others, kindness, and ready smile en-
deared him to family and friends. Survivors include his wife, 
Ann; daughters Lori Page Kenworthy and Christine Page Hau-
fe; eight grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 
Editor’s Note: Thanks to Ann Page and Bob Devlin for infor-
mation in this memorial. 
 

Shirley Tokarczyk of Randle, Washington, died November 14, 
2018, at age 90. Shirley was born September 12, 1928, in Taco-
ma, Washington, where she grew up and went to school. While 
a schoolgirl, she met Walter W. “Walt” Tokarczyk, a young 
enlisted man in the U.S. Navy, at King’s Roller Rink. Walt had 
completed boot camp in Idaho, and World War II loomed in 
their future. Shirley waited for Walt, who served much of the 
war at sea in the Pacific, and they married after the war when 
she was 18 years old. Walt built a career in the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice and, beginning on the Randle Ranger District on the 
Gifford Pinchot National Forest, Shirley lived the life of a for-
ester’s wife—starting by cooking for the crew at the Randle 
Ranger Station during guard school—throughout his career. 
Shirley enjoyed backpacking and fishing. Walt retired from the 
Forest Service in Wenatchee, Washington, in 1980, and he and 
Shirley settled in Randall for the remainder of their 71 years of 
married life. Walt survives; they had no children. Editor’s 
Note: Thanks to Walt for his January 7, 2019, telephone call. 
 

                                        Memories continues on page 5. 
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Out of the Past 
 
That Smokey Bear Comic Book! 
 

By Les Joslin 
 
As we begin celebrating Smokey Bear’s 75th year as America’s 
“forest fire preventin’ bear,” I recall how I first heard about 
Smokey on a mid-June 1950 radio news story about a bear cub 
rescued from a New Mexico forest fire who was destined to 
become the living symbol of forest fire prevention. 
     The other news story that impressed the seven-year-old boy 
I was then, and which had a more immediate impact on my life, 
was the news that North Korea had invaded South Korea on 
June 25—news that, in less than a month, had my naval officer 
dad on his way to the western Pacific for the Inchon invasion 
on September 15 
     Dad survived the Korean War and I grew up a great fan of 
Smokey Bear. A dozen years after those two fateful news 
broadcasts, I went to work for the U.S. Forest Service on a three
-man fire crew. I was promoted in 1963 to be the district fire 
prevention guard—to work with Smokey! 
     In 1959—19 years after Smokey had first appeared on a fire 
prevention poster and 14 years after his rescue from that New 
Mexico wildfire, the Cooperative Forest Fire Prevention Cam-
paign had Western Publishing Company produce a comic book,  
The True Story of Smokey Bear, for use as an educational givea-
way to youngsters. 
     Smokey’s story begins in this 
comic book—as OldSmokeys 
know so well—with the five-
day, 17,000-acre fire on Capitan 
Mountain in the Lincoln Nation-
al Forest, following which fire-
fighters came upon a bear cub 
clinging to a tree branch, his 
paws and legs badly burned. The 
cubs injuries were treated and he 
was presented to the Forest Ser-
vice as “Smokey” to serve as the 
living symbol of the national 
forest fire prevention campaign 
it has run ever since in associa-
tion with the Association of 
State Foresters and the Advertis-
ing Council. 
     I gave away hundreds of copies of that Smokey Bear comic 
book to kids I met in campgrounds and at resorts, as well as at 
the ranger station, during my 1963 through 1966 fire prevention 
guard summers on the Toiyabe National Forest. Kids loved it—
and, I’m sure—learned from it. 
     And they still do! After 58 years, that 1960 The True Story 
of Smokey Bear remains in use. Wildfire prevention officers 
throughout the country still order it and give it to thousands—if 
not millions—of kids every year. 
     And I still do, too! Every year The High Desert Museum 
orders several hundred copies for the OldSmokey volunteers 
who have operated the historic High Desert Ranger Station at 
that museum to give to the kids who visit that historic district 
ranger’s office—the transplanted, historic, one-room Toiyabe 
National Forest office building at which I first gave a copy of 
that Smokey Bear comic book to a kid back in 1962. 

Books 
 
Lands Worth Saving: 
The Weeks Act of 1911, 
the National Forests, 
and the Enduring Value 
of Public Investment 
 
“Today, with America’s forests 
again under threat as they were 
when Congress passed the Weeks 
Act in 1911, forests in the eastern 
United States that the law saved 
face an uncertain future,” is the 
way the Forest History Society views the issue addressed in this 
new book edited by James G. Lewis, Ph.D. The society’s histo-
rian, Lewis is the author of The Forest Service and the Greatest 
Good: A Centennial History, and has edited the Forest History 
Society’s award-winning magazine, Forest History Today, 
since 2007. 
     “In this collection, drawn from the pages of Forest History 
Today and newly updated, leading historians, conservationists, 
and legal experts explore the history, impact, and future of nat-
ural resource management under the law. By examining what 
the Weeks Act has done for America, they can help us better 
understand what’s at stake for the nation’s public and private 
forests in the century to come.” 
 

Lands Worth Saving, edited by James G. Lewis (ISBN 978-0-
89030-079-4), published by the Forest History Society at 
$14.95,  is  available  online from  the  Forest  History  Store at 
https://foresthistory.org/sho/us-service-history/lands-worth-
saving-weeks-act/. 
 

Anticipated this Spring… 
 

...is OldSmokey Les Joslin’s new book Images of America: US 
Forest Service Ranger Stations of the West from Arcadia Publi-
cations. Les pictures and profiles 92 historic ranger stations—
22 of them in the Pacific Northwest Region—that fit within the 
publisher’s prescribed 128-page format, using 189 photographs 
and something over 17,000 words to do the job. 
 

 

WATCH THIS SPACE! 

 

 
 

CORRECTION 
 

The review entitled “Six OldSmokeys Contributed to the 
Book 193 Million Acres: Toward a More Healthy and Re-
silient U.S. Forest Service Edited by Steve Wilent” failed 
to recognize the valuable contribution of two additional 
OldSmokeys—Stephen P. Mealey and the late Jack 
Ward Thomas—who with co-authors Gary J. Roloff and 
Jay O’Laughlin contributed “Improving Implementation of 
the Endangered Species Act: A Case Study of the North-
west Forest Plan and Spotted Owl Conservation”  to this 
timely new book from the Society of American Foresters. 
 

The editor of your OldSmokeys Newsletter regrets and 
apologizes for this error. 
 

—Les Joslin 

      The 1960 Smokey comic. 
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Uncle Sam’s Cabins 
 
Butte Falls Ranger Station 
Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest, 
Oregon 
 

By Les Joslin 
 
Historic Butte Falls Ranger Station was 
headquarters of the 130,000-acre Butte 
Falls Ranger District of the Rogue River 
National Forest until that national forest 
was combined with the Siskiyou Nation-
al Forest in 2004 and the nine ranger 
districts of the resulting Rogue River-
Siskiyou were consolidated to form five 
ranger districts in 2007. Lumping of the former Butte Falls and 
Prospect ranger districts formed the High Cascades Ranger Dis-
trict headquartered at the Prospect Ranger Station. The old 
Butte Falls Ranger Station was retained as a field office of that 
new district. 
     Back in the 1930s, when district rangers lived and worked 
on districts of rangerable size, the Civilian Conservation Corps 
constructed a new Butte Falls Ranger Station compound com-
prising a residence built in 1935, a ranger’s residence built in 
1936, a one-and-one-half-story office building completed in 
1938, and several other structures. Designed by Forest Service 
architects in the Pacific Northwest Region’s signature Cascadi-
an rustic style of the time, the Butte Falls Ranger Station of 
eight historic buildings on a six-acre site was listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places in 1986. 
     From this station, within the historic logging community of 
Butte Falls that grew up around the once-booming Butte Falls 
Sugar Pine Company mill built in 1907, a succession of district 
rangers managed the timber and other resources of their district 
on the western slope of the southern Cascade Range on which 
elevations range from 2,500 feet to the top of Mount McLaugh-
lin at 9,495 feet. The old Butte Falls Ranger District’s moun-
tains harbored headwaters of the Rogue River, the watersheds 
of the Medford area, and since 1984 part of the beautiful Sky 
Lakes Wilderness.   

My First Forest Service Job 
 
The Ghost Junior Forester 
 

By Dennis Dietrich 
 

When I started my U.S. Forest Service career as a GS-5 
junior forester on the McCloud Ranger District of the 
Shasta-Trinity National Forest in northern California in 
1974, the senior foresters and technicians enjoyed giving 
me difficult assignments. 
     Thus, when a timber sale near the Pit River needed 
reconnaissance, they gave me the job. “Watch out for the 
test holes,” I was told. Huh? Seems there was a large de-
posit of diatomaceous earth in that area, and mining com-
panies had drilled holes, large enough for a junior forester 
to fall into, to assess the mining possibilities. Back then, 
no one required them to fill them in. I envisioned skele-
tons of coyotes and rabbits and cougars being joined by 
the bones of a junior forester. 
     I began reconnoitering the sale, looking more at the 
ground than at the trees, and avoided falling into a hole. I 
did, however, learn about the diatomaceous earth in an-
other way. 
     The access road to the sale area was a steep pitch cut 
through the diatomaceous earth. The stuff was like fine 
flour. At the end of the day, I got up a little speed as usual 
to climb the grade in my old circa ‘60s Chevy pickup. A 
thick cloud of the stuff surrounded me. The pickup died, 
and refused to restart. I popped the hood. Blew out the air 
cleaner the best I could. But it still would not start. It was 
getting late, and I was a long way from the barn and civi-
lization. 
     So I started walking. I made it out to the paved road 
that went back to California Highway 89, and started 
walking down that. I heard a truck behind me, so I 
stepped to the side of the road and started waving. The 
truck slowed down, and then  as it got near me, sped up 
and drove away! It stopped a little way down the road. As 
I walked up to it, the driver looked at me, realized I was a 
human, and apologized. “In the dim light, I thought you 
were a ghost!” he said. At that point I realized I was cov-
ered head to toe in the fine white earth that had been my 
demise. 
     We both laughed, I explained my circumstances, and 
he graciously gave me a lift to the next place with a 
phone. Happily, that place was a tavern. I made a call and 
drank a few brews while waiting for my rescue. 
     Fortunately, the tavern owners didn’t believe in 
ghosts! 
 
Hey, OldSmokeys… 
 

Got a good story about your 
early days in the Outfit? 
Your editor wants it! 
So, send it in! 

 

Butte Falls Ranger Station is now a High Cascades Ranger 
District office on the Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest. 
 

                                                                     Photograph by Les Joslin 

  Historic sign notes   
  ranger station’s 
  CCC construction. 
             —Photograph by 
                 Jeff LaLande 
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The OldSmokeys Newsletter is published quarterly by the Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) for the benefit 
of its members and various offices of the U.S. Forest Service in Region 6. Copies are also made available to all other U.S. Forest 
Service retiree organizations. Annual PNWFSA membership is $20. Lifetime membership is $250. Specific requirements for mem-
bership eligibility and a membership application are available from the PNWFSA, P.O. Box 5583, Portland, Oregon 97728-5583. 

Note: Your mailing label shows the year through which your dues are paid. For example, if your label shows “19” your dues are 
paid through December 31, 2019. If it shows “LT” you are a lifetime member and owe no further dues. 
 
Join us for lunch on the last Friday of every month at The Old Spaghetti Factory, 0715 S.W. Bancroft 
Street off Macadam Avenue, just south of downtown Portland, Oregon, at 11:00 a.m. 

Winter 2019 

Officers 
President, Kent Connaughton;   President-elect, Bob Mangold;   Past President, Tom Mulder;   Secretary, 
Debra Warren; Recording Secretary, Susan Triplett; Treasurer, Dick Bennett; Archivist, Ray Steiger; 
Newsletter Editor, Les Joslin; E-Mail Editor, Carol Cushing; Membership Database & Website Manager, 
Bill Funk; Membership Chair, Doug MacDonald; Grants Chair: Charlie Krebs; Community Outreach 
Chair: Bev Pratt; Banquet Chair, Jean Loff; Picnic Chair, Rick Larson; National Association of Forest 
Service Retirees Representative, Ranotta McNair. 
 

Area Representatives 
Regional Office, Al Matecko;   Research Station, Cindy Miner, Debra Warren;  Colville NF, Al Garr;   Deschutes NF, Dennis 
Dietrich; Fremont NF, Richard “Buck” Woodward; Gifford Pinchot NF, Phil Dodd; Gifford Pinchot NF (east), Jim Bull; Gifford 
Pinchot NF (west), vacant; Malheur NF (vacant); Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie NF, Lee Boecksteigel; Mt. Hood NF, Jim Tierney;  
Ochoco NF & Crooked River NG, Carrie Gordon;  Okanogan NF, vacant; Olympic NF, Chris Anderson, Dave Yates;  Rogue 
River NF, Jerry Wojack, Tom Lupes; Siskiyou NF, Eileen Blakely, Joel King; Siuslaw NF, vacant; Umatilla NF, Phil Kline; 
Umpqua NF, Bill Blackwell;  Wallowa-Whitman NF, vacant;  Wenatchee NF, Kjell Bakke, Fred Walk;  Willamette NF, Doug 
MacDonald; Winema NF, Ted Yarosh, Mike Gouette. 
 

Address Changes? Please let PNWFSA know. A few weeks delay can result in not getting your newsletter. 


