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President’s Message—Tom Mulder 
 

Autumn’s arrival means kids in school, fire season thundering to a close, and fall colors in the hills. It’s traditionally a time for har-
vest, and then thankful reflection. September finds me reflecting on how much I value the familiar rapport we Forest Service veter-
ans enjoy together. As OldSmokeys gather, it seems there is always congenial common ground to share. Stories to swap. Recent 
events to update. Memorable acquaintances to inquire about. Laughter to invoke, and sorrows to support. I’ve searched for a single 
word that best describes this. Comradery! Or is it...Camaraderie? My dictionary offers two spellings, but one meaning. It fits. 
 

Comradery: the spirit of friendship or community in a group—in other words, the feeling “We’ve been through things together.” 
 

OldSmokeys recall being through “things” together: fires, budget struggles, tough public interactions, or even bad music (Stub and 
GP’ers, this is for you!) Sure, like most friends, we haven’t always agreed. But over the years we’ve been through plenty together, 
and we found comradery. Or...camaraderie. Great word. 
 

Hey, who says we can’t teach an old dog new tricks? We’re having fun, getting toes in the water with a Facebook page and Google 
photos to share events, pictures, and news. We’re updating our website. These are valuable ways we now share comradery. We thor-
oughly enjoyed two recent social events: the annual picnic and a fascinating field trip to historic Fish Lake. Somehow, a picnic 
brings out the best shared memories of years gone by. Some picnic conversations were funny, some recounted hardships endured, 
and some, well, just might have included a bit of exaggeration, but all in good fun. It was great to see active Forest Service employ-
ees join in the comradery. Regional Forester Jim Peña joined us, So did others from the Pacific Northwest Research Station, the Mt. 
Hood National Forest, and the Regional Office. It was great to connect with them. We felt the comradery. In fact, all retirees and 
current employees are welcome. Families, too. 
 

Board members are talking earnestly about ensuring our circle is warmly extended to others in the Forest Service community, includ-
ing recent and prospective retirees and current employees. We think we can offer more comradery, and broadcast fewer complaints. 
We appreciate each of you, and recognize the challenges employees face. Our shared legacy is described as “a long green line,” a 
continuum of people who have passionately cared for our National Forest System treasures. We value these connections. We wel-
come you to join us and participate as OldSmokeys. We’ve been through “things” together! My dictionary says that’s comradery. 
 

Tom Mulder 
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OldSmokeys News 
 
OldSmokeys Enjoyed August 11 Picnic 
 
A total of 101 OldSmokeys braved heat—and, in some cases, 
wildfire smoke—to attend the Pacific Northwest Forest Service 
Association’s annual Summer “Picnic in the Woods” at BLM’s 
beautiful Wildwood Recreation Area off U.S. Highway 26 near 
Mt. Hood on August 11, 2017. 
     As always, come rain or shine, those OldSmokeys enjoyed 
the comradeship of old friends—even as some made some new 
friends—and ate a picnic lunch prepared by Timber Lake Job 
Corps Center students. After lunch and PNWFSA President 
Tom Mulder’s greetings, they heard a few good words from 
Regional Forester and OldSmokey Jim Peña and others. 
     And because, as always, a picture is worth a thousand 
words, at least parts of the rest of the picnic story are told by the 
following photographs made by OldSmokey photographer 
Kathy Geyer. 

Forum 
 
Editing Your OldSmokeys Newsletter 
 

By Les Joslin 
 
I’ve enjoyed the privilege of editing your OldSmokeys Newslet-
ter ever since Spring 2006 when I took the job over from the 
late, great OldSmokey Wendall Jones. This is the 47th issue I 
have produced, and I’m scheduled to produce three more. 
 

     As I wrote it would be in my first editorial—“A New Edi-
tor”—my focus has been on the members and their interests. As 
I recognized in my second editorial—“Job One: To Save the 
System and the Service”—on that same page, I believed those 
members retained a vital interest in the future of the National 
Forest System and the U.S. Forest Service in which they served. 
I still do. 
 

     I have formatted the OldSmokeys Newsletter to achieve 
those implied statements of controlling purpose. 
 

     As that format evolved, I offered OldSmokeys a voice in the 
Forum section, which includes their op-eds as well as my edi-
torials, and later in the OldSmokeys Say section, in which their 
ideas may be developed at greater length. The Letters section 
permits members to share thoughts and sentiments. 
 

     Of perhaps greatest interest to readers is the OldSmokeys 
News section in which the activities of our Pacific Northwest 
Forest Service Association and its members are announced and 
reported. The Forest Service News section fulfills the charge to 
keep members informed about the Forest Service. Changes and 
New Members sections address their obvious purposes. 
 
 

     Most difficult for me to prepare for publication has been  the 
Memories section—difficult not only because the content is 
sometimes challenging to obtain but because it sometimes in-
volves writing about the loss of a friend. With regard to the 
former challenge, I observe a personal rule—for better or 
worse—of not troubling the bereaved for information. With 
regard to the latter challenge, I focus on celebrating the lives of 
the deceased members. 
 
 

     Most fun for me—reflecting my compelling interest in the 
fascinating history and heritage of the Forest Service—are the 
Features section articles, the Uncle Sam’s Cabins series on 
historic ranger stations, guard stations, and other facilities, and 
the My First Forest Service Job series of members’ accounts of 
their first and often formative experiences with the Outfit. Also 
fun is editing member contributions for the Out of the Past 
series and The Way We Were series. I appreciate opportunities 
to introduce readers to new Books and sometimes even Films 
about the Forest Service in those sections. 
 
 

     Sometimes news and opinion pieces in a few of the above 
sections are controversial, and sometimes members taking a 
stand on controversial topics benefits the National Forest Sys-
tem and the Forest Service and the publics they serve. I don’t 
believe—and I don’t think you believe—that responsible mem-
bers and retirees of  the Forest Service should refrain from civil, 
non-partisan discourse that may help serve “the greatest good.” 
 
 

     I don’t know if whomever steps up to relieve me as editor 
after the Summer 2018 issue—which will be my fiftieth—will 
continue this format in this tradition or come up with something 
different and perhaps better. I do know that the OldSmokeys of 
the Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association deserve and 
need the best darn OldSmokeys Newsletter possible. 

Arriving OldSmokeys, here led by Bob Tokarczyk and Virginia 
Williams, checked in with Mary Moyer and Deb Warren. 

OldSmokeys who arrived from Bend included Jim Golden, 
Darcey and Don Pederson, and Ranotta McNair (right). Soon 
the pavilion was filled and the picnic was under way. 

Soon the picnic lunch was ready to be served by culinary arts 
students from the Timber Lake Job Corps Center. Ready to eat, 
OldSmokeys formed a chow line—even as their Forest Service 
successors did the same at fire camps around the West. 
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OldSmokeys 
Registering Now 
for September 2018 
Asheville Reunion! 
 
Just a year from  now, OldSmokeys and other U.S. Forest Ser-
vice retirees—and active duty folks, too—from around the 
United States will be together in beautiful Asheville, North Car-
olina, for the September 24-28, 2018, national “Reunion at the 
Cradle” put on by the Southern Forest Service Retirees Associ-
ation (SFRA). 
 

CORRECTED REGISTRATION 
AND RESERVATION INFORMATION! 

 

Your Summer 2017 OldSmokeys Newsletter contained some 
incorrect information about reunion registration and room reser-
vation costs for which your editor apologizes to you and has 
apologized to Sid Haggard of the Reunion Committee. 
OldSmokey Vern Clapp published correct information in a 
July 5, 2017, OldSmokeys eNote and that corrected information 
follows below in bold face type. 
     Registration for the reunion started March 15, 2017. If you 
register for the reunion before March 31, 2018, you will get a 
$45.00 discount and your reservation fee will be $200.00. The 
registration fee after March 31, 2018, is $245.00. The Sum-
mer 2017 OldSmokeys Newsletter erroneously stated $240.00. 
     Registration for rooms at the hosting Crown Plaza Hotel will 
be available beginning in October 2017. The nightly lodging 
rate will be $119.00 plus taxes for double beds (not “$199.00 
plus taxes” erroneously stated in the Summer 2017 OldSmokeys 
Newsletter) and $139.00 plus taxes for a king bed (for as 
long as they are available). 
 

     “Our 2018 Reunion coincides with the high season for Fall 
Colors in the Southern Appalachians,” Sid points out. “Most 
other Asheville hotel rates during September and October Fall 
Colors are almost $200 per night, so this is a very good rate.” 
     For complete up-to-date “Reunion at the Cradle” infor-
mation—and to register and make reservations—visit the web-
site at <http://2018.fsreunions.org/index.htm>. 
 

The Reunion at the Cradle is the only U.S. Forest Service 
reunion to be held east of the Mississippi River 

and in the South! 
 

OldSmokeys Now Have Facebook Page 
 

“We are starting a Facebook page for OldSmokeys as an addi-
tional means of communicating with and engaging current and 
prospective Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association 
(PNWFSA) members,” PNWFSA President Tom Mulder an-
nounced on July 1, 2017. 
     “Our friends do not need a Facebook account to view the 
new OldSmokeys Facebook page online,” President Tom con-
tinued. The link for the Facebook page is <www.facebook.com 
/OldSmokeys-Pacific-Northwest-Forest-Service-Association-  
688130288056124>. 
     “We will gladly accept offers from mem-
bers who are Facebook savvy to help admin-
ister the page and to help ensure that we keep 
it current,” Tom said.   

OldSmokeys News continues on Page 4 

As Job Corps servers served, John Berry looked partial to hot 
dogs and Andy Cainion looked serious about eating. 

After lunch, Acting Forest Supervisor Jim DeMaagd, Mt. Hood 
National Forest, welcomed his fellow OldSmokeys; Regional 
Forester Jim Peña updated his fellow OldSmokeys; and Cindy 
Miner of the Pacific Northwest Research Station updated her 
fellow OldSmokeys on the research program.  

John and Susan Butruille (left) came from Leavenworth, Wash-
ington; Patty and Walt Knapp (center) came from Beaverton, 
Oregon; and Betty and Zane Smith (right) came from Spring-
field, Oregon. 

Every story—even a picnic story—needs a good mystery. The 
mystery this time? What did Dick Woodfin (left in both photos) 
say to Dick Ferraro (right in both photos) to get that reaction? 
We’ll probably never know! 
 

You can see many more 2017 picnic photographs 
posted on the new PNWFSA Facebook page. 
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 OldSmokeys and Friends of Fish Lake 
Held Joint Board Meetings on August 23 
 

About 25 members of the Pacific Northwest Forest Service 
Association (PNWFSA) and the Friends of Fish Lake (FFL)—
many of whom are members of both—were joined by 
Willamette National Forest Supervisor Tracy Beck and his 
Deputy Supervisor Holly Jewkes at the Fish Lake Historic Site 
on August 23, 2017, for a picnic, meetings, and a tour of the 
site led by legendary “forest guard” Jim Denny, completing his 
39th season at the historic station at which he served and which 
he has helped restore, preserve, and interpret. 
 

     At 11:00 a.m., 
FFL President and 
OldSmokey Rolf 
Anderson wel-
comed all to the 
day’s events and 
Forest Supervisor 
Beck welcomed all 
to the Willamette 
National Forest and 
expressed his sup-
port for the efforts 
of both outfits. 

 
Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association 

 

Bill for Collection 
for 2018 Annual Dues 

or Conversion to Lifetime Membership 
and PNWFSA Fund Donations 

 
Please make your check(s) for $20.00 Annual Membership 

Dues or $250.00 Lifetime Membership Dues and 
any amounts you may wish to contribute to 

any of the PNWFSA funds listed below 
payable to PNWFSA and mail to: 

 

PNWFSA, P.O. Box 5583, Portland, Oregon 97228 
 

Please check all that apply: 
 

     _____ First year of PNWFSA Membership—$0 (Free) 
 
     _____ Annual Membership Renewal—$20.00 
 
     _____  Lifetime Membership—$250.00 
 
     _____  Elmer Moyer Memorial 
                 Emergency Fund Donation—$_______________ 
 
     _____  Project/Grant Fund Donation—$_____________ 
 
     _____  General Fund Donation—$_________________ 
 
     Name ________________________________________ 
 
     Street Address _________________________________ 
 
     City_________________ State_____ Zip Code_______ 
 
     Any changes to your contact information? ___________ 
 
     _____________________________________________ 
 
     Any comments to share? _________________________ 
 
     _____________________________________________ 
 
     _____________________________________________ 

OldSmokeys Annual Dues for 2018 are 
Due and Payable on January 1, 2018 
 

It’s the time of year that OldSmokeys who pay their Pacific 
Northwest Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) dues on an 
annual basis pay those Annual Dues due on January 1. Again 
this year, you may pay your $20.00 annual dues by PayPal by 
going to the OldSmokeys website at <www.oldsmokeys.org> 
and clicking on “Donations and Payments” and following the 
procedure. 
     Or you may use the Bill for Collection coupon below to pay 
your $20.00 annual dues, convert to a Lifetime Membership for 
a one-time payment of $250.00 that frees you from paying an-
nual dues ever again, and/or donate to one or more PNWFSA 
funds. 

   Rolf Anderson              Tracy Beck 

 

     After lunch, Jim Denny (above on the porch) led a tour of 
the historic ranger station and remount depot at which the FFL 
has made great restoration strides again this year. 

     After the greetings and before lunch, President Tom Mulder 
(above right) assembled PNWFSA Board of Directors mem-
bers and other interested OldSmokeys (above left) inside the 
beautiful new pavilion constructed by a U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserve unit for the monthly business meeting. At the same 
time, the FFL board members held their meeting. Both metings 
broke up in time for all to enjoy lunch. 
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OldSmokeys Established Forest Service 
National Reunion Seed Money Tradition 
 

In the wake of the financially successful 2005 U.S. Forest Ser-
vice Centennial Reunion put on by the Pacific Northwest Forest 
Service Association (PNWFSA) in Portland, Oregon, the 
PNWFSA sent a $5,000 stipend to the Region 5 retirees then 
slated to sponsor the next reunion. This up-front money was 
provided with the stipulation that those recipients would do the 
same for the next national Forest Service reunion. 
     When the Region 5 retirees decided they were not able to 
put on the 2009 reunion, they forwarded that $5,000 to the Re-
gion 1-National Museum of Forest Service History combination 
that put on the national Forest Service reunion held in Missoula, 
Montana, that year. Region 1 then rolled the $5,000 over to the 
Region 2 retirees who put on the 2013 reunion in Vail, Colora-
do, and the Rocky Mountaineers then rolled it over to the Re-
gion 3 Amigos who put on the 2016 reunion in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. 
     And now, as OldSmokey Mike Ash was pleased to report to 
the PNWFSA Board of Directors on July 18, “our original idea 
of providing a good stipend to the next hosts of the national 
Forest Service retirees reunion is still going strong. The Region 
3 retirees have rolled it over to the Region 8 retirees who are 
putting on the September 2018 Forest Service reunion in Ashe-
ville, North Carolina!” 
     “It has been a great help toward getting things moving to-
ward 2018,” said Sid Haggard of the Reunion 2018 Committee 
who confirmed receipt of the $5,000 check on the last day of 
the Albuquerque reunion. 
 

Prepared from multiple sources including Mike Ash’s July 18, 2017, e-mail. 
 
OldSmokeys Welcomed 1,545 Visitors to 
High Desert Ranger Station this Summer 
 

Nine OldSmokeys and six additional volunteers welcomed 
1,545 visitors to the High Desert Ranger Station’s 73-day, ninth 
summer season at the High Desert Museum south of Bend, Ore-
gon. Those visitors to the Pacific Northwest Forest Service As-
sociation-sponsored historic ranger station office learned about 
the role the U.S. Forest Service played in the story of the Amer-
ican West told at that world-class Museum. 
     OldSmokeys John Bambe, Dick Connelly, Les Joslin, 
StanKunzman, Joan Landsberg, Doug Ridley, Ray Romero, 
Jon Stewart, and Desi Zamudio represented the Outfit well in 
their green Forest Service retiree polo shirts and blue jeans. 
 
OldSmokey Vern Clapp Retires from 
PNWFSA Board of Directors after a 
Quarter-Century of Service 
 

OldSmokey Vern Clapp, who during the past quarter-century 
has served in the positions of Secretary, Treasurer, Database 
Manager, and E-Mail Editor—and in as many as three of those 
jobs at one time for several years—for the Pacific Northwest 
Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) and its Thirty-Year 
Club predecessor organization, retired from the PNWFSA 
Board of Directors on September 1, 2017. He relinquished the 
PNWFSA E-Mail Editor position to OldSmokey Carol Cush-
ing (see following article).  

     Vern and Jessie, fixtures on 
the U.S. Forest Service scene in 
the Pacific Northwest and Alas-
ka regions for more than half a 
century, are positioning them-
selves for a more leisurely re-
tirement at their beautiful coun-
try home near Bend, Oregon, 
and keeping their options open 
to future possibilities. PNWFSA 
board members and members at 
recent board meetings and the 
August 11, 2017, annual picnic 
were unanimous in their praise 
of Vern’s singular service to 
both the Thirty-Year Club and its OldSmokeys successor. 
 
OldSmokeys Welcome Carol Cushing 
as New PNWFSA E-Mail Editor 
 

OldSmokey Carol Cushing officially relieved OldSmokey 
Vern Clapp as Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association 
(PNWFSA) E-Mail Editor on September 1, 2017. Carol, who 
retired from the U.S. Forest Service in November 2013 as the 
district ranger on the North Umpqua Ranger District, Umpqua 
National Forest, was on a fire assignment at the time but soon 
took up her new duties. Carol and her husband, Stu Carlson, a 
2010 Forest Service retiree, live in Roseburg, Oregon. 
     Carol began her Forest Service career as a Co-op Ed student 
on the Sweet Home Ranger District, Willamette National For-
est, in 1978, where she worked in silviculture and timber sale 
planning and developed an interest in fire management. After 
eight years on the Willamette, she transferred to the Bear 
Springs Ranger District, Mt. Hood National Forest, as presale 
forester. It was there she met Stu Carlson. She moved to a 
TMA position on the Long Creek Ranger District, Malheur 
National Forest, in 1989, and Stu followed in 1900 as a timber 
sale planner and TSA. They moved to Region 4 in 1995 to the 
Targhee National Forest where Carol was planning staff officer 
and Stu worked on the Snake River adjudication project. They 
returned to the Umpqua National Forest in 1998. 
 
OldSmokey Corbin Newman Yielded 
NAFSR Helm to Dr. G. Sam Foster 
 

OldSmokey Corbin Newman stepped down as Executive Di-
rector of the National Association of Forest Service Retirees 
(NAFSR) on June 1, 2017. “This is a difficult and time-
consuming position and we appreciate the great job he did for 
us the past two years,” a NAFSR spokesperson said. 
     Corbin’s place has been taken by G. Sam Foster, Ph.D., 
whose 40 years as a forester included 12 years in private forest 
industry, three years as dean of the College of Forest Resources 
at Mississippi State University, 23 years in the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice, and two years as a consultant. Dr. Foster earned B.S. and 
M.S. degrees in forestry at the University of Tennessee and a 
Ph.D. in forestry at Oregon State University. His Forest Service 
years included stints at the Southern Research Station, in the 
WO, and at the Rocky Mountain Research Station as station 
director for seven years. He is a career-long member of the 
Society of American Foresters. 

              Vern Clapp 
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OldSmokey Al Matecko Used the ICS 
to Organize a High-Profile Funeral 
 

OldSmokey Al Matecko “used a modified Incident Command 
System to organize parishioners and others for a funeral on 
June 5 that drew 900 people and extensive media coverage,” 
according to Forest Service retiree Tom Knappenberger. “It was 
quite an undertaking for Al and it came off flawlessly. It was 
also another example of how effective and flexible the ICS can 
be. Forest Service skills live on.” 
     The funeral was that of Mr. Ricky Best, 53, one of three men 
who intervened when a man on a Portland, Oregon, MAX light 
rail train began shouting epithets at two teenage girls aboard the 
train on May 26, 2017. Mr. Best and another of the girls’ de-
fenders died of knife wounds allegedly inflicted by a suspect 
who was taken into police custody. 
     “Al goes to the same church as Mr. Best—Christ the King 
Catholic Church in Milwaukie, Oregon—and was tapped to 
head the funeral because of his Forest Service career in public 
affairs,” Tom explained. The funeral packed the 750-seat sanc-
tuary. Al was the 2014-2015 President of the Pacific Northwest 
Forest Service Association. 
 

Prepared from a June 29, 2017, e-mail from Tom Knappenberger and “MAX 
attack victim ricky Best remembered as ‘martyr’” in the June 5, 2017, edition 
of The Oregonian. 
 
OldSmokey Dick Fitzgerald Still on Job 
after 59 Years and Recent Knee Injuries 
 

OldSmokey Dick Fitzgerald, a veteran of 59 years in the U.S. 
Forest Service who is known as “Fitz” to his many friends and 
colleagues, is back at his WO job after May 15, 2017, injuries 
to both knees. Currently Assistant Director for Forest Products 
on the WO Forest and Rangeland Management and Vegetation 
Ecology Staff, Fitz was on his way to a meeting in Fort Collins, 
Colorado, when, while changing planes in Cincinnati, Ohio, his 
knees “buckled” and he was unable to stand or walk. X-rays 
and cat scans at a hospital showed he had torn the quadriceps 
tendon in both knees. 
     Fitz was admitted to St. Elizabeth Hospital in Fort Thomas, 
Kentucky. Surgery followed by physical therapy put him on the 
road to recovery. Back home in Fairfax, Virginia, Fitz contin-
ued physical therapy and reported that, on July 4, his physical 
therapist took him for a walk in his neighborhood using a cane. 
He was helping his office with work from home, a colleague 
reported on July 6, and soon received a doctor’s statement that 
officially allowed him to telework. On Monday, July 31, Fitz 
went back to work at the WO, OldSmokey Dennis Dietrich 
reported after “a nice half-hour chat” on the phone. 
     Full recovery is expected to take about six months during 
which Fitz must be careful not to put too much pressure on the 
healing tendons and cause an injury that might adversely affect 
his return to the office. 
 

Prepared from a May 16, 2017, e-mail from Sherry Gardner of the WO Forest 
Management Staff, a July 6, 2017, e-mail from Karen Terney of the same office, 
and a July 30, 2017, e-mail from Dennis Dietrich, PNWFSA Area Representa-
tive for the Deschutes National Forest.  
 
Old Smokey Says... 
 

Follow U.S. Forest Service News online at 
<www.fs.fed.us/inside-fs/> 

 

“Banding! Does it hurt?” this little kestrel seemed to ask before 
being assured by OldSmokeys Dennis Dietrich and Sandy 
Sharp that all was well.         Photographs courtesy of Caroline Dietrich 
 

OldSmokeys Dennis and Caroline Dietrich  
Hosted June 20, 2017, Bird Banding Bash 
 

Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) 
Deschutes National Forest Representative Dennis Dietrich and 
his wife Caroline hosted a banding of five soon-to-fledge kes-
trels at their rural home north of Bend, Oregon, on a sunny June 
20 afternoon. 
     Banding helps wildlife officials track kestrel and other bird 
populations. This banding was supervised by renowned Central 
Oregon naturalist Jim Anderson, 90, of Sisters, Oregon, and 
kestrel expert Jim McCartney. 
     Participating OldSmokeys included Sandy Sharp (pictured 
above), Mike Johnson, Vickie & Mark Dunaway, and Pat & 
Les Joslin. 
 
 

OldSmokeys Say 
 
OldSmokey Dennis Dietrich Recalls 
Wendall Jones’ Words of Wisdom 
 

Back a few decades ago, while I was working in timber man-
agement on one of my forests, Wendall Jones was the Director 
of Timber Management in the Regional Office in Portland.  I 
was discussing (i.e., moaning and complaining about) an issue 
on the phone with Wendall.  I don’t even remember what the 
issue was.  It was something important at the time, but certainly 
unimportant today.  But I do remember Wendall’s advice, as 
clearly as if it were yesterday.  I have applied this to my career 
and life many times since: 
     “And Br’er Fox, he laid low.” 
     I was not a big Uncle Remus fan, but I did know exactly 
what he meant.  Calm down and stay quiet.  I do recall follow-
ing Wendall’s advice and not making a big deal about the issue 
or with whomever it was I wanted to strangle over it.  And 
amazingly, it calmed down, blew over, and went away.  As he 
always was, Wendall was supportive, and as he always did, 
Wendall gave sound advice.  I have laid low many times since, 
mostly with good results, thanks to Wendall. 
     I can still hear his voice: “And Br’er Fox, he laid low.” 
     Goodbye, Br’er Jones. 
                                                                         —Dennis Dietrich 
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Forest Service News 
 
U.S. Forest Service Chief Tony Tooke 
Sits at Gifford Pinchot’s Historic Desk 
 

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny 
Perdue announced on August 21, 2017, 
that Tony Tooke would succeed retiring 
and now Chief Emeritus Tom Tidwell 
as eighteenth Chief of the U.S. Forest 
Service. At the time of the announce-
ment,  Chief Tooke was Regional For-
ester for the Southern Region. 
     Secretary Perdue swore Chief Tooke 
in at a September 1, 2017, ceremony on 
the White Mountain National Forest in 
New Hampshire. The Secretary was on 
a “back to the roots” trip to meet with 
farmers in the state and decided to hold the ceremony there. 
Chief  Tooke flew in the night before and White Mountain Na-
tional Forest Supervisor Tom Wagner picked him up at the air-
port, reported OldSmokey Newsletter correspondent Old-
Smokey Dave Govatski who attended the ceremony 
     “The Forest Service will be in good hands with the U.S. For-
est Service’s own Tony Tooke whose knowledge in forestry is 
unmatched,” Secretary Perdue said. “Tony has been preparing 
for this role his whole professional life, and at a time when we 
face active and growing fires, his transition into leadership will 
be seamless. He will oversee efforts to get our forests working 
again, to make them more productive, and to create more jobs. 
His focus will be on ensuring we are good neighbors and are 
managing our forests effectively, efficiently, and responsibly, 
as well as working with states and local governments to ensure 
the utmost collaboration. No doubt, the stewardship of our for-
ests is an awesome and sacred responsibility, and no one knows 
that better than Tony who has dedicated his career to this noble 
cause.”  
     That career began when he was 18 years old and included 
many assignments in Region 8 and the Washington Office 
(WO) before he became a regional forester. 

     “His previous position in Washington, D.C., was Associate 
Deputy Chief for the National Forest System with oversight of 
Lands and Realty, Minerals and Geology, Ecosystem Manage-
ment Coordination, Wilderness and Wild and Scenic Rivers, the 
National Partnership Office, and Business Administration and 
Support Services” according to his official biography. 
     “As Associate Deputy Chief, Tooke was the Forest Service 
Executive Lead for Environmental Justice, Farm Bill imple-
mentation, and implementation of the Inventory, Monitoring, 
and Assessment Improvement Strategy. Another priority in-
cluded implementation of a new planning rule for the National 
Forest System. 
     “Also in the WO, Tooke served as Director of Ecosystem 
Management Coordination, Deputy Director for Economic Re-
covery, and Assistant Director for Forest Management. 
     “Prior to 2006, Tooke served as Deputy Forest Supervisor 
for National Forests in Florida as well as district ranger assign-
ments [on] the Talladega National Forest in Alabama, the 
Oconee National Forest in Georgia, and the DeSoto National 
Forest in Mississippi. His other field assignments were Timber 
Management Assistant, Other Resource Assistant, Silvicultur-
ist, and Forester on six ranger districts in Mississippi and Ken-
tucky. 
     “Tooke grew up on a small 200-acre farm in Detroit, Ala-
bama. He earned a bachelor’s degree in forestry from Missis-
sippi State University. He was in the Forest Service’s inaugural 
class of the Senior Leadership Program, and he has completed 
the Senior Executive Service Candidate Development Pro-
gram.” 
 
U.S. Forest Service Veteran Dan Jiron 
 

is Acting Under Secretary of Agriculture 
 

for Natural Resources and Environment 
 

As a result of a May 11, 2017, reorganiza-
tion of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
a realignment of mission areas resulted in a 
reshuffle of under-secretary responsibili-
ties. Given its size and importance, the U.S. 
Forest Service is now the only agency that 
reports to the Under Secretary for Natural 
Resources and Environment who before 
also supervised the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service. 
     Forest Service veteran Dan Jiron was 
appointed in June 2017 to serve as acting 
Deputy Under Secretary of Natural Resources and Environment 
until the Senate might confirm a permanent presidentially-
nominated appointee. Jiron was appointed Associate Chief of 
the Forest Service in July 2016. Prior to that, he served in lead-
ership positions including Regional Forester of the Rocky 
Mountain Region, Deputy Regional Forester of the Pacific 
Southwest Region, Forest Supervisor of the Santa Fe National 
Forest, and district ranger on two ranger districts. 
     He also served as Director of Communications and Legisla-
tive Affairs of the Intermountain Region, National Press Officer 
in the WO, and aide to Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell of 
Colorado. A graduate of Colorado State University, he holds a 
master’s degree from Regis University in Denver. 
 

Prepared from U.S. Department of Agriculture Press Release “Perdue Names 
Leadership in Acting Roles as USDA Reorganization Takes Shape” of June 16, 
2017, and other sources. 

        Dan Jiron 

 

     Chief Tony Tooke 

Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue (right) swore in new 
U.S. Forest Service Chief Tony Tooke (left) on September 1, 
2017, on the White Mountain National Forest, New Hampshire, 
as Forest Supervisor Tom Wagner looked on. 
 

                                                Photograph by OldSmokey Dave Govatski 
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U.S. Forest Service Faced 2017 Fire Season 
Without Wildfire Funding Reform 
 

“Perhaps this will be the year the Congress gets serious about 
ending ‘fire borrowing,’ the practice that forces the U.S. Forest 
Service to take money from its nonfire budget to fight fires 
when its fire money runs out,” a hopeful editorial in the August 
12, 2017, edition of Bend, Oregon’s, daily The Bulletin, wished. 
     This, even as major wildfires ravaged the West and the U.S. 
Congress quit the Capitol for a summer recess set to last until 
September 5 without any legislative action to prevent “fire bor-
rowing” from depleting Forest Service operating budgets again 
in Fiscal Year 2018. Congress has struggled with wildfire fund-
ing for years as wildfires have increased in size and severity. 
     Will this—the most expensive wildfire year ever—be the 
year? “Oregon’s U.S. senators, Democrats Ron Wyden and Jeff 
Merkley, certainly hope so,” the editorial continued. “They’re 
pushing hard for [reauthorization of] the National Flood Insur-
ance Program, which includes language to change the way we 
pay to fight catastrophic wildfires.” This bill “would set up a 
disaster fund the [Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Man-
agement] could tap into when costs run too high.” 
     Other measures to address the matter currently before Con-
gress include the proposed Wildfire Disaster Funding Act intro-
duced in June by Representative Mike Simpson (Republican-
Idaho) and a proposed Resilient Federal Forests Act reintro-
duced by Representative Bruce Westerman (Republican-
Arkansas). All of these bills contain controversial measures that 
may preclude passage. 
 

Prepared from multiple sources including  “‘Wildfire fix’ legislation goes be-
fore Senate committed” by Eric Englert of Medill News Service in the August 4, 
2017, issue of Bend, Oregon’s daily, The Bulletin, and the “Wyden,Merkeley 
push to end ‘fire borrowing” August 12, 2017, editorial mentioned in the arti-
cle. 
 
U.S. Forest Service Contributes to 
National Climate Change Assessments 
 

U.S. Forest Service researchers contribute to the National Cli-
mate Change Assessment produced every four years pursuant to 
the Global Climate Change Research Act of 1990. Changes in 
climate significantly affect forest ecosystems and wildfire re-
gimes for which the Forest Service is the nation’s primary 
agency. 
     “By the end of the 21st century, forest ecosystems in the 
United States will differ from those of today as a result of 
changing climate,” the Forest Service reported in 2014. Altered 
disturbance regimes attributable to climate change—wildfires, 
insect infestations, and drought-induced tree mortality among 
them—affect sustainable management of forest resources for 
economic uses as well as a range of ecosystem services. 
     The draft report for 2018, as reported by The New York 
Times on August 8, 2017, “concludes that Americans are feel-
ing the effects of climate change right now,” and some of that 
climate change is human-caused. Already approved by the Na-
tional Science Foundation, the 2018 assessment is scheduled to 
be released by the Trump administration in late 2017. 
 

Prepared from multiple sources including “Effects of climatic variability and 
change on forest ecosystems: a comprehensive science synthesis for the U.S. 
forest sector” (General Technical Report PNW-GTR-870), James M. Vose, 
David L. Peterson, and Toral Patel-Weynand, eds., Portland, Oregon: U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station, 
2012; and “Scathing climate report awaits Trump’s approval,” by Lisa Fried-
man in The New York Times, August 8, 2017. 

 

The Wolverine Creek Fire of 2015 burned over 65,000 acres on 
the west side of Lake Chelan in Washington state. 
                                                                           Photograph courtesy of InciWeb 
 
In the Pacific Northwest 
 

U.S. Forest Service Ruled Not Guilty 
in Wolverine Creek Fire Lawsuit 
 

Chief Justice Thomas O. Rice of the federal Eastern Washing-
ton judicial district ruled in late July 2017 that the U.S. Forest 
Service did not break federal law when it made an emergency 
decision to build a firebreak to protect the community of Plains, 
Washington, from the Wolverine Creek Fire in 2015. The light-
ning-ignited fire burned over 65,000 acres along Lake Chelan—
mainly within the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest—and 
fire managers decided to remove vegetation along a 10-mile-
long, 300-foot-wide “community protection line” to stop the 
fire’s spread. 
 

     The suit, brought by the Forest Service Employees for Envi-
ronmental Ethics (FSEEE), challenged the Forest Service’s 
decision to build the line as a violation of the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) because the decision was 
made “without environmental analysis or public participation.” 
The plaintiffs reportedly wanted to stop the Forest Service from 
using a regulation that exempts emergency actions from the 
complicated and time-consuming NEPA analysis process. 
 

     Judge Rice ruled the Forest Service acted in accordance with 
federal law that allows the agency to react to emergencies with-
out NEPA review. The judge disagreed with the plaintiff’s ar-
gument that forest fires are predictable and should not qualify 
as emergencies. “Just because wildfires are common and their 
general existence is foreseeable, the danger created by any spe-
cific wildfire is not so foreseeable and can create an emergency 
situation with little or no forewarning,” he said. “For example, 
in this case, the Wolverine Fire was started by lightning and 
spread quickly. The fire moved as fast as three miles per day, 
was threatening several communities, and had breached two 
containment lines. This clearly constitutes an emergency.” 
 

     As Judge Rice put it in his decision, it would be “contrary to 
common sense” to accept the plaintiff’s argument that individu-
al wildfires are predictable enough not to be considered emer-
gencies. 
 

Prepared from multiple sources including “Federal judge tosses Wolverine 
Creek Fire lawsuit, rules USFS acted ‘in accordance with federal law’” by 
Kaitlin Hetterscheidt” in July 24, 2017 ncwlife.com article and “Forest Service 
needs ability to make emergency choices” on the editorial page of the July 25, 
2017, issue of Bend, Oregon’s, daily The Bulletin. 
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Changes 
 
Allen, Judy G. & Joe – New members: 
     8011 NE Meadow Ridge Rd, Prineville, OR 97754 
     Telephone: 541-420-2083 
     E-mail: judyallen2083@gmail.com 
Anderson, Carl F. – Deceased May 31, 2017; Linda survives 
Banta, Howard E. – Deceased May 28, 2017; Joan survives 
Barron, Elna W. – Deceased October 28, 2016 
Chaudet, Mollie – Change e-mail address: ttfn287@gmail.com 
Claeyssens, Paul & Holly Hutton – New members: 
     63207 Morningstar Ct, Bend, OR 97701 
     Telephone: 541-604-6659 
     E-mail: pclaeyssenshsg@gmail.com 
Cooley, Michael – Deceased August XX, 2017 
Deane, Robert A. “Bob” – Deceased July 10, 2017; 
     Norma survives 
Grenier, Katie H. & Jeff J. – New members: 
     20992 King Hezekiah Way, Bend, OR 97702 
     Telephone: 541-317-0567  E-mail: kgrenier@bendcable.com 
Jaszkowski, Martha – Deceased September 6, 2017; 
     Ralph survives 
Klingler, Gene E. & Margaret – Change ZIP code to 84009; 
     use Margaret’s telephone number 541-971-7038  
Miller, Kristie & Rich – New members: 
     69332 Camp Polk Rd, Sisters, OR 97759 
     Telephone: 360-831-7516 
     E-mail: klmiller.beavs@hotmail.com 
Robertson, Sarah & Scott – New members: 
     22216 Nelson Rd, Bend, OR 97701 
     Telephone: 541-598-7983 
     E-mail: sagebrushocean@gmail.com 
Rogler, Russell L. – Deceased November 20, 2016; 
     Phyllis survives 
Schlaich, Jim & Karen – New members: 
     21785 Rickard Rd, Bend, OR 97702 
     E-mail: jimschlaich@msn.com 
Seamans, Joyce B. – Deceased August 17, 2017 
Sprenger, Fred W. Deceased June 10, 2017; Wendy survives  
Stein, Dorothy – Deceased January 23, 2017; William survives 
Stolsig, Eric – New member: 38410 Row River Rd, Dorena,  
     OR 97434 
     Telephone: 541-999-0075  E-mail: estolsig@oregonfast.net 
Triplett, Susan – Change e-mail: susanaut@gmail.com 
Werner, Richard – Deceased July 8, 2017; Patricia survives 
Wilkinson, Sheryl J. – Change telephone: 503-517-8370 
Wilson, Bonna B. – Deceased June 21, 2017 
 
New Members 
 
Welcome to these new OldSmokeys who have joined the Pacif-
ic Northwest Forest Service Association since the Summer 
2017 OldSmokeys Newsletter went to press. 
 

Judy G. & Joe Allen of Prineville, Oregon, joined July 27, 
2017. Judie retired from the U.S. Forest Service on the last day 
of December 2014 as Incident Business Specialist on the Och-
oco National Forest after 40 years of service in various aspects 
of administration and budget on that national forest. In retire-
ment, Judy helps her family by taking care of grandkids and 
ranch work. 
 

Paul H. Claeyssens & Holly Hutton of Bend, Oregon, joined 
August 14, 2017. Paul retired from the U.S. Forest Service on 
December 4, 2016, as business operations coordinator for For-
est Service enterprise programs in a WO virtual position based 
in Bend, Oregon. Paul began his Forest Service career in 1979 
as archaeologist on the former Oakridge Ranger District, 
Willamette National Forest. After several years in seasonal and 
term appointments, he received a permanent full-time appoint-
ment in 1988 and transferred to the Ochoco National Forest as 
forest archaeologist. Paul transferred to the Deschutes National 
Forest as forest archaeologist in 1993, and in 2000 became for-
est archaeologist as well as tribal relations officer for both for-
ests. He created a Forest Service enterprise team in 2007, and 
with a virtual transfer to the WO in 2008 became executive 
officer of the Heritage Stewardship Group.In addition, he took 
several details as a land exchange team leader, acting recreation 
staff officer, acting district ranger, and acting executive officer 
for Adaptive Management Services. Retirement finds Paul pur-
suing hiking, wildcrafting, field botany, gardening, skiing, trav-
el, and AD firefighting.   
 

Katie H. & Jeff J. Grenier of Bend, Oregon, joined July 11, 
2017. Katie retired from the U.S. Forest Service in February 
2016 as Deschutes National Forest botanist after 27 years of 
permanent and 10 years of temporary federal service. All 27 of 
those permanent years and five of those temporary years were 
in the Forest Service, and her other five years of temporary 
service included four with the National Park Service at Red-
wood National Park and one with the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. Retirement involves kayaking, hiking photography, gar-
dening, cooking, and enjoying life with family and friends. 
 

Kristie and Rich Miller of Sisters, Oregon, joined July 18, 
2017. Kristie retired from the U.S. Forest Service on March 31, 
2017, as district ranger on the Sisters Ranger District, 
Deschutes National Forest, after 35 years in the Forest Service, 
all of which were served in Region 6. Kristie began as a forest-
er working in silviculture and timber assignments, moved into 
planning and NEPA for a while, and then into district ranger 
positions. In retirement, she and her husband Rich are busy 
remodeling their home “and finally doing all that recreation 
stuff we didn’t get to do while we were working!” 
 

Sarah & Scott Robertson of Bend, Oregon, joined September 
27, 2017. With 25 years of federal service under her belt, Sarah 
currently serves as administrative officer at the Redmond Air 
Center in Redmond, Oregon. She began her federal service with 
seven years in the National Weather Service. In her 18 Forest 
Service years, 16 of which were in Region 6, Sarah previously 
served as executive assistant to the forest supervisor, Deschutes 
National Forest, as well as in the positions of support service 
supervisor, minerals officer, and special use clerk. She and 
Scott enjoy camping. 
 

Jim & Karen Schlaich of Bend, Oregon, joined July 26, 2017. 
Jim retired from the U.S. Forest Service on January 3, 2009, as 
a forester on the Bend-Fort Rock Ranger District, Deschutes 
National Forest, after 32 years of service. He was a timber sale 
planner. In retirement, Jim says, he is “trying to live to 87.” 
 

Eric Stolsig of Dorena, Oregon, joined August 25, 2017. Eric 
retired from the U.S. Forest Service on January 4, 2017, at the 
Waldport Ranger Station, Siuslaw National Forest, after 40 
years of service in timber sale preparation, appraisals, and ad-
ministration. In retirement, Eric enjoys RV traveling. 
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Memories 
 
Farewell to these recently deceased Pacific Northwest Forest 
Service Association members who live on in our memories. 
 

Carl Frederick Anderson died May 31, 2017, at age 83. Carl 
was born February 6, 1934, in Worcester, Massachusetts. As a 
boy, he worked as a paperboy and gardener on an estate, was 
active in Future Farmers of America and Boy Scouts and be-
came an Eagle Scout. Carl graduated from North High School, 
where he played sports and as a senior edited the 1952 year-
book. Carl earned a bachelor of science degree in wildlife con-
servation at the University of Maine in 1957 where he belonged 
to Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity and forestry and biology honor-
ary fraternities. As an undergraduate, he went West as a season-
al employee on the Mt. Hood National Forest. Carl married 
Linda Todd in Caribou, Maine, in September 1958, and they 
relocated to Corvallis, Oregon, where he earned a master of 
science degree in wildlife management at Oregon State College 
in 1959. Joining the U.S. Forest Service, Carl served on the 
Olympic National Forest in timber management on the Shelton 
Ranger District where he survived a perilous Columbus Day 
Storm of 1962 night in the woods (about which he wrote in the 
Fall 2012 OldSmokeys Newsletter); as wildlife staff officer on 
the Ochoco National Forest; as district ranger on the Silver 
Lake Ranger District, Fremont National Forest; and on the 
Wenatchee National Forest. During his Forest Service career, 
Carl and Linda had three children: Paula, Sven, and Sonya. 
After retiring in 1989, Carl and Linda settled in Redmond, Ore-
gon. Carl continued camping, canoeing, hunting, fishing, taxi-
dermy, and photography. He enjoyed family time and cross-
country skiing in which he competed in the United States and 
Scandinavia. When visiting their younger daughter in Sweden, 
Carl always took his skis. His special love for Sweden derived 
from his heritage; his grandparents were born there. A skilled 
carpenter, Carl started his own business, Handy Andy’s Home 
Repair. Carl’s faith and family helped him through Linda’s 
death in 2007. Carl was active in his church and his community.  
He’d joined Kiwanis in 1981 in East Wenatchee, Washington, 
and affiliated with Redmond Kiwanis in 1989, serving as its 
1995-1996 president. He volunteered many hours for various 
organizations including, as an OldSmokey, staffing the High 
Desert Ranger Station at the High Desert Museum. Carl mar-
ried Linda Thompson in November 2009 and joined her as a 
health and wellness coach. Together they stayed in great shape 
and enjoyed the outdoors and skiing. Survivors include Linda; 
his daughters Paula Owen and Sonya Juthberg; his son Sven; 
nine grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren.   
 
Howard Eden Banta died May 28, 2017, at age 89. Howard 
was born April 3, 1928, in Tacoma, Washington. At the age of 
five in 1933, Howard moved with his family to Auke Bay, 
Alaska, as his father searched for work during the Great De-
pression, and in 1938 moved to Ketchikan, Alaska, where he 
grew up working at summer jobs and graduated from Ketchikan 
High School. Howard’s working life began at the age of 12, 
delivering the Saturday Evening Post; at 14 he worked as a 
deck hand on a tow boat; at 15 as the only cook and deckhand 
on MV Salmon Bay towing logs into Edna Bay, Alaska; and at 
17 as a mate on the cannery tender MV Rolf as it brailed salmon 
traps for a Ketchikan cannery. At 18, Howard was a camp hand 
and field assistant for the U.S. Geological Survey on Chichagof 

Island, Alaska. As a college student, he worked summers as a 
warehouseman for Polar Fisheries, a storekeeper for Fidalgo 
Island Packing Company, and a land surveyor’s assistant for the 
City of Ketchikan and for Ketchikan Pulp Company. In 1939, at 
age 11, Howard met Joan Adele Cloudy, whom he married in 
September 1949; their 68-year marriage produced three chil-
dren. Howard graduated from the Montana School of Mines 
with a B.S. degree in geological engineering in 1951. After 
working several years as a petroleum geologist for Magnolia 
Petroleum Company in Illinois and a year as a State of Wash-
ington Division of Mines and Geology staff geologist, Howard 
joined the U.S. Forest Service and began his 30-year federal 
career with service as the primary minerals authority for the 
Alaska Region in Juneau and then the Eastern Region in Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin. In those assignments, he gained broad 
knowledge of and experience with mining and mineral leasing 
activities on National Forest System lands. In 1970, Howard 
was promoted and transferred to the WO where he was respon-
sible for integrating longstanding federal mineral laws with new 
and increasingly stringent environmental statutes. In 1979, he 
became a charter member of the Federal Senior Executive Ser-
vice and its first National Director of Minerals and Geology 
Management in which position he was promoted in place and 
was twice nominated for a coveted Department of Agriculture 
Honor Award. For most of his adult life, Howard was a full 
member of the American Association of Petroleum Geologists 
and the Society of Mining Engineers. Howard retired from fed-
eral service on December 21, 1985, and he and Joan moved to 
Tigard, Oregon. In retirement, Howard continued his devotion 
to and leadership in the United Methodist Church, and also led 
his homeowners’ association. A personal passion was the Banta 
family genealogy which he traced back to the 1500s. Howard 
was a devoted husband and father and a professional who led 
by example, modeled ethical work standards, shared his passion 
for the outdoors, and lived his faith. Survivors include his wife 
Joan, son Gareld, daughters Elaine and Kathryn, seven grand-
children and 17 great-grandchildren. 
 

Elna Walldin Barron died October 28, 2016, at age 95. The 
widow of the late Bruce Barron, Elna Walldin was born in Swe-
den and on May 20, 1921, at the age of nine months, immigrat-
ed with her parents to homestead near Tule Lake, California. 
After she graduated from Tule Lake High School and attended 
business college in San Francisco, she returned to Tule Lake to 
work for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. There she met and 
married Bruce, her husband of 67 years, who served in the U.S. 
Forest Service on the Klamath, Shasta, Lassen, Plumas, and 
Eldorado national forests and in the Region 5 RO in San Fran-
cisco before he and Elna went into cattle ranching, real estate 
development, and other enterprises. Bruce died on March 11, 
2011. 
 

Michael Frank Cooley died August 25, 2017, at age 74.  Mike 
was born June 18, 1943, in Portland, Oregon. He grew up in 
Oregon, earned a forestry degree at Oregon State University, 
and proudly served in the U.S. Marine Corps before beginning 
his professional career in the U.S. Forest Service. Assignments 
including one on the Steamboat Ranger District, Umpqua Na-
tional Forest, preceded his serving as district ranger of the Glac-
ier and North Bend ranger districts, Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie Na-
tional Forest, during the 1980s, and as Lands, Recreation, and 
Minerals staff officer on the Siskiyou National Forest during 
the 1990s. In that job, Mike’s leadership made lasting contribu-
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tions to places like the Chetco Wild and Scenic River and the 
Kalmiopsis Wilderness. After his Forest Service career, Mike 
served as an officer of the Middle Rogue Steelhead Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited. In September 2010, a new and safer boat ramp 
along the Middle Rogue River at Indian Mary Park was named 
for Mike who had spent the previous two years making certain 
it was constructed to replace a ramp which had deteriorated. “I 
didn’t expect this. I’m kind of humbled…,” Mike said of the 
naming of the ramp. “It really seems like you have to die to see 
something like that happen.” But he didn’t, and lived almost 
another seven years. An avid outdoorsman, Mike was highly 
skilled on rivers and salt water and loved exploring new wild 
places in Oregon. He enjoyed hunting in some of the toughest 
country and going to new hunting areas across the state. He was 
also a family historian, and with his wife Mary extensively re-
searched the Cooley and Officer families who came to Oregon 
from Missouri in 1845 as part of the Meek wagon train. Survi-
vors include his Mary, their sons Greg and Bryan, and two 
grandchildren. 
Editor’s Note: Thanks to Mike Lunn for providing much of this 
information. 
 

Robert A. “Bob” Deane died July 10, 2017, at age 65. Bob 
was born October 28, 1951, in Waterville, Maine. Bob graduat-
ed from the University of Maine at Orono with a degree in civil 
engineering, then worked on the Alaska Pipeline until it was 
completed. During that time, he met his wife, Norma, in Ha-
waii. Bob then completed graduate studies at the University of 
California, Berkeley, after which he began the 32-year U.S. 
Forest Service career from which he retired in 2010 as the Rec-
reation, Engineering, Lands and Minerals staff officer for the 
Deschutes and Ochoco national forests. Bob enjoyed many ac-
tivities including fly-fishing, golf, genealogy, travel, and watch-
ing the Boston Red Sox. In retirement, Bob spent many hours 
building houses as a Habitat for Humanity volunteer and was 
highly involved in the local genealogy society for which he 
became their “go-to man” for DNA mapping. Survivors include 
Norma, his wife of 39 years; his parents, Austin M. and Diane 
Edes Deane; and his and Norma’s daughter Caitlin Bobysud. 
 

Martha O. Jaszkowski died September 7, 2017, at age 90. She 
was the wife of Ralph Jaszkowski. Martha Jasbec was born 
April 29, 1927, to immigrant parents from Slovenia and grew 
up on the south side of Chicago in a predominantly Slovenian 
neighborhood. She was a World War II Red Cross volunteer, a 
keypunch operator, a Girl Scout leader, a foster mother for 
adoptive babies, and a high school cafeteria chef. As a young 
woman, Martha moved from Chicago to Missoula, Montana, 
where she married Ralph during his final year at the School of 
Forestry, University of Montana, from which he graduated in 
1955. Martha and Ralph lived and raised their family in various 
Oregon and Washington locations—Lakeview and Silver Lake, 
Oregon; Wenatchee, Washington; Grants Pass, Eugene, and 
Beaverton, Oregon; and Oak Harbor, Washington—to which 
Ralph’s U.S. Forest Service career took them until they settled 
in Portland, Oregon, where he completed his career as Region 
6’s lead silviculturist. Martha traveled to her ancestral home in 
Slovenia and elsewhere in Europe. She was renowned for her 
skills as a seamstress, oil painter, square dancer, homemaker, 
Norwegian Hardanger embroiderer, and most of all as a gour-
met cook and baker of delicious Slovenian treats. Survivors 
include Ralph; their children Laura, Mark, Ralph, and Paula; 
three grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 

Editor’s Note: Thanks to Zane Smith for some of the infor-
mation in this remembrance. 
 
Russell L. “Russ” Rogler died November 20, 2016, at age 77. 
Russ was born July 20, 1039, in Manchester, New Hampshire, 
where he spent his youth and later earned a bachelor’s degree in 
civil engineering from the University of New Hampshire. He 
married Phyllis Daniel, also from Manchester, in 1959, and 
they had two sons, Jeffrey and Gregory. Russ began his 34-year 
U.S. Forest Service career on the White Mountain National 
Forest in New Hampshire. From there his career took him to the 
old Region 7 RO in Upper Darby, Pennsylvania; then to the 
Jefferson and George Washington national forests in Virginia; 
and then back to the White Mountain National Forest. After all 
those years in the East, Russ was assigned to the Pacific North-
west Region RO in Portland, Oregon, then to the nearby 
Gifford Pinchot National Forest in Washington. His next as-
signment sent Russ and his family back to the East for an as-
signment in the WO, and finally to the Intermountain Region 
RO engineering staff in Ogden, Utah, where he retired in 1995 
and he an Phyllis had resided since. An active man, Russ en-
joyed hiking, skiing, and sailing. He loved to travel with friends 
and family. He was always involved in community affairs 
wherever he and Phyllis called home. Survivors include Phyllis 
and their sons Jeffrey and Gregory. 
 
Joyce LaFran Seamans died August 17, 2017 at age 81. The 
widow of the late Art Seamans, Joyce LaFran Barnett was born 
February 17, 1936, in Hamburg, Arkansas, graduated from 
Crossett High School in 1953, and immediately went to work at 
an accounting firm. Joyce met Art while he was attending a 
Yale Forestry School course in Arkansas. They married on 
Christmas Day 1960, and enjoyed 53 years of marriage until his 
death in 2014. They first were stationed in Pierce, Idaho, where 
Art began his Forest Service career on the Clearwater National 
Forest and Joyce also worked for the Forest Service in a job 
that included operating the switchboard. Art’s career took them 
to St. Maries and Moscow, Idaho, and Trapper Creek Job Corps 
Center near Darby, Montana, before moving to Slate Creek 
Ranger Station on the Nez Perce National Forest in 1971. Art 
became district ranger on that national forest’s all-wilderness 
Moose Creek Ranger District in 1975, and the family lived in 
Grangeville, Idaho, during the school year months and at the 
remote Moose Creek Ranger Station within the Selway-
Bitterroot Wilderness during the summer. While living in 
Grangeville, Joyce worked as a bookkeeper. In 1980, Joyce and 
Art moved to Lewiston, Idaho, where Art was manager of the 
Hells Canyon National Recreation Area until he retired in 1992, 
and where she worked as a logging company bookkeeper for 
nearly 20 years. Joyce enjoyed spending time with her children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and friends, as well as trav-
eling with Art to Florida, Hawaii, Mexico, New Zealand, and 
Alaska. Joyce and Art spent much of their last several years 
traveling with a group of high school classmates throughout the 
United States. Survivors include their daughters Cindy 
Schacher and Nancy Buttenhoff, five grandchildren, and six 
great-grandchildren. 
 
Fred Wilmot Sprenger died June 10, 2017, at age 86. Fred 
was born April 3, 1931, in Grandview, Washington, and moved 
with his family to Zillah, Washington, before his first birthday. 
He graduated from Zillah High School in 1949, and earned a 
bachelor’s degree at Washington State College in Pullman, 
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gy at Penn State in 1960, an M.S. degree in secondary educa-
tion from Kutztown State University in 1961, an M.S. in ento-
mology/insect physiology from the University of Maryland in 
1966, and a Ph.D. in entomology/insect toxicology from North 
Carolina State University in 1971. During his distinguished 
career, he held 10 professional positions with the U.S. Forest 
Service. These ranged from forester to supervisory entomolo-
gist to research project/team leader. He was regarded as an au-
thority on boreal forest insects and taught forest protection 
courses at the University of Alaska where he was an affiliate 
professor of forestry and a senior research associate. He au-
thored 125 scientific publications including two books. 
Skeeter’s earliest work in forestry included a summer job as a 
student aide doing forest inventory work on the Umpqua Na-
tional Forest. He began his research career in Juneau, Alaska, in 
1960 doing research on the black-headed budworm and hem-
lock sawfly. His research career continued with 10 years at the 
Southeastern Forest Experiment Station in Research Triangle 
Park, North Carolina, then in 1974 at the Pacific Northwest 
Research Station in Fairbanks, Alaska, where he became the 
only world authority on the spear-marked black moth that defo-
liates birch even as he pursued many other lines of research. As 
project leader at the Northern Institute of Forestry from 1985 to 
1991, he directed the research of 12 scientists in seven problem 
areas and had administrative responsibility for formulating for-
est pest control policies and guidelines. Skeeter retired from the 
Pacific Northwest Research Station in 1996 after 37 years in the 
Forest Service, then began a forest health consulting business 
and volunteered at the Station in Corvallis, Oregon. Among his 
honors are a Certificate of Merit in 1989 for research following 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill in Prince William Sound, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture New Perspectives Award in 1993, a 
Centennial Fellows Award in 2004 from Penn State Mont Alto 
for scientific contributions to the field of forestry, and the 
Founders Award for his lifetime accomplishments from the 
Western Forest Insect Work Conference at its 2012 meeting in 
British Columbia. Skeeter was a member of the Society of 
American Foresters since his college days and served as chair 
of the Fairbanks Chapter SAF until his retirement. Survivors 
include his wife, Patricia; daughter Sarah Bates; son Luke; and 
three grandchildren. 
Editor’s Note: Prepared from a professional biography issued 
by the Department of Ecosystem Science and Management, 
College of Agricultural Sciences, Penn State, and other 
sources.   
 

Bonna Beth Wilson died June 21, 2017, at age 89. The widow 
of the late John O. Wilson, Bonna Beth Vant Hull was born 
December 24, 1928, in Matlock, Iowa. She attended Central 
University of Iowa and in 1947 married John O. Wilson. John’s 
U.S. Forest Service career took them to Oakridge, Oregon, in 
1952, where he served on the Rigdon and Oakridge ranger dis-
tricts of the Willamette National Forest, and where, before the 
birth of their first son, Bonna served on the Larison Rock Look-
out. From there they moved to the Tiller Ranger Station on the 
Umpqua National Forest in 1958, where John was district rang-
er; and in 1967 to Portland, Oregon, when John became fire 
staff officer on the Mt. Hood National Forest. Bonna taught 
elementary school in each of these locations, and in 1971 
earned a master’s degree at Portland State University. She 
taught  at  the  Parkrose  School  District’s  Special  Education 
 

                                        Memories continue on page 15 

Washington, in 1953. Fred completed 1954 to 1956 service in 
the U.S. Air Force at the rank of first lieutenant. A competitive 
swimmer, Fred had been Northern Division champion at Wash-
ington State four years running, continued to swim and win 
while representing the U.S. Air Force in the Far Eastern Cham-
pionships, and would finish his swimming days as a U.S. Mas-
ters swimmer for over 35 years and national champion in 1977. 
Fred married Carole Watson, whom he had met while both 
were students at Washington State, in June 1956, and they 
eventually had four sons. He began his U.S. Forest Service ca-
reer in Vancouver, Washington, on the Gifford Pinchot Nation-
al Forest, and from there he and Carole moved on to Grants 
Pass on the Siskiyou National Forest, John Day on the Malheur 
National Forest, the Steamboat Ranger Disctrict on the Umpqua 
National Forest, and eventually the Timber Management office 
at the Region 6 RO where he retired from the Forest Service 
after 34 years of service. In addition to a continued interest in 
swimming during the years his sons swam competitively, Fred 
enjoyed annual backpacking trips with his children, extended 
family, and eventually his grandchildren. In 2009, some years 
after Carole’s death, Fred married Wendy Couch, with whom 
he got reacquainted at their 60th high school reunion. He and 
Wendy spent a number of years traveling abroad and were sun 
birds in Arizona during the winters and fishing partners in Alas-
ka during the summers. In addition to his first wife Carole, two 
of their four sons, Douglas and John, predeceased Fred. Survi-
vors include Wendy, sons David and James, and six grandchil-
dren 
 

Dorothy Ethel Palmblad Stein died January 23, 2017, at age 
90. Dorothy Palmblad was born November 6, 1926, on a farm 
in Gresham, Oregon, and grew up on that farm helping her 
mother with a full range of household chores and her father 
with operation of the family dairy. Along with her two older 
brothers, who dealt with livestock, Dorothy was active in 4-H 
Club canning and sewing activities which were topped by her 
winning the state canning competition in 1944 which included a 
limited scholarship to Oregon State College and a 10-day trip 
by train to the 4-H convention in Chicago. At Oregon State, 
where she was enrolled in a two-year home economics curricu-
lum, Dorothy met William Stein. The couple married in 1948 
and moved to Seneca, Oregon, Bill’s first assignment in a 
lengthy U.S. Forest Service career which also took them and 
their growing family to Carson, Washington, and Roseburg, 
Tigard, and Corvallis, Oregon, as well as east twice for Bill’s 
graduate studies at Yale. Throughout their marriage, Dorothy 
applied her extensive homemaking skills as she trained their 
children to help and coordinated their school, sports, scouting, 
and family activities, and led Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts. With 
editing assistance from Bill, she wrote her autobiography in 
1991 and a history of the family’s travels from 1948 through 
2002 in 2007. Survivors include her husband William; their 
daughters Kathleen Beachy, Margaret Reed, Patricia Gerig, and 
Charlene Stein; their sons Clifford, Roderick, Bradford, Benja-
min, Lawrence, Randolph, Nicholas, and Clarence; 28 grand-
children and 28 great-grandchildren. 
Editor’s Note: Thanks to William Stein for providing this infor-
mation. 
 

Richard Allen “Skeeter” Werner died July 8, 2017, at age 81. 
Skeeter was born February 20, 1936, in Mohnton, Pennsylva-
nia. He completed a B.S. degree in forestry at Penn State in 
1958, earned a second baccalaureate degree in forest entomolo-
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Land on Fire: The New 
Reality of Wildfire in the 
West by Gary Ferguson 
 

“Throughout the West, the first fif-
teen years of the new millennium 
saw tremendous growth in the size 
and force of wildfires…” the caption 
of the frontispiece of Land on Fire: 
The New Reality of Wildfire in the 
West tells the potential reader. 
     “Between 2000 and 2015,” author  
Gary Ferguson writes, “an astonish-
ing ten fire seasons saw more than a 
dozen so-called megafires...burns of more than 100,000 acres. 
There have been four years in the in the last half century when 
more than 9 million acres have burned in the United States, and 
all of them have been since 2006,” he continues. 
     Why? “Foremost is the practice of total fire suppression 
which, since the early 20th century, has created ‘extraordinarily 
flammable forests,” Ferguson says. “A staggering 300 million 
acres of western forests are today suffering from unnaturally 
heavy fuel loads.”  His second culprit is “chronic drought.” And 
then there’s “the mushrooming wildland-urban interface.” 
     “This comprehensive book offers a fascinating overview of 
how fires are fought, and conversation-starters for how we 
might reimagine our relationship with the woods,” writes nature 
writer Bill McKibben of Land on Fire. 
     Land on Fire (212 pages, 96 color photos, hardcover, ISBN 
9781604697001) was published by Timber Press, Portland, 
Oregon, at $27.95 and is available from booksellers and online. 

Books 
 
Gifford Pinchot and 
the First Foresters 
by Bibi Gaston 
 

By Les Joslin 
 
As an avid reader—and 
sometimes writer—of U.S. 
Forest Service history, I just 
cannot believe this 2016 
book, Gifford Pinchot and 
the First Foresters: The Un-
told Story of the Brave Men 
and Women who Launched 
the American Conservation 
Movement, by Bibi Gaston with a forward by Char Miller, elud-
ed my notice! But it did, and so I now belatedly bring it to your 
notice. 
     Back in 1937, Gifford Pinchot began requesting his fellow 
Forest Service pioneers to share their stories in written memoirs 
focused on “your story…, ...your work year-to-year, told in 
your own way.” He hoped their replies would add up to a first-
person narrative history of the agency he and President Theo-
dore Roosevelt founded in 1905. In 2005, six tattered boxes 
labeled simply “The Old Timers” were unearthed in the Library 
of Congress’s Pinchot Collection in Washington, D.C.  “Inside 
were 5,000 pages of letters describing the work of early re-
source conservation professionals,” which Bibi Gaston, a great-
grandniece of Pinchot and a successful landscape architect and 
the person who unearthed this historical treasure, has employed 
to produce Gifford Pinchot and the First Foresters. 
     “Here is a different kind of story,” Gaston tells us at the out-
set. “Not a story of the great man or the great event, but a narra-
tive by and for the people. Here are 226 unknown men and 
women whose work...made it possible to live the lives we do…. 
Here are men and women we can be proud of, whose words 
matched their deeds, who were humble, grateful, and full of 
anticipation for the America that was yet to be. Here is a reason 
to fall in love all over again with the dream of America as it 
once was and will be once again.” Among them  are Pacific 
Northwest names including Shirley “CJ” Buck, A.O. Waha, and 
Thornton Taft Munger, whose personal narratives are among 
the 27 selected to be quoted in full. 
     In his foreword, Pinchot biographer Professor Char Miller 
praises the book “packed with such fascinating insights into the 
daily workings of the U.S. Forest Service—of its rangers’ dili-
gent efforts to know the land they were assigned to steward, 
protect its resources, and work in collaboration with one anoth-
er and the surrounding communities to insure that the national 
forest system...would flourish well into the future.” 
     “These letters from the Old Timers are...a window to the 
past that help us appreciate where we are today. Hopefully, they 
will give us courage to do what’s right for future generations,” 
wrote U.S. Forest Service Chief Emeritus Dale Bosworth. 
     Gifford Pinchot and the First Foresters (360 pages, softcov-
er, ISBN 9780997216202) was published in 2017 by Baked 
Apple Club Productions LLC, New Milford, Connecticut, and 
is available from Amazon.com for $22.95 and from other online 
outlets. See the book’s website at <www.firstforesters.com>. 

  

Films 
 
Yarnell Hill Tragedy 
Dramatized in Movie 
Only the Brave 
 

By Les Joslin 
 
On June 30, 2013, 19 members 
of a 20-man wildland fire-
fighting crew perished fighting 
the Yarnell Hill Fire in Arizo-
na. This was not a federal inter-
agency hotshot crew, but a 
group within the Prescott Fire 
Department, the municipal fire 
department for the city of Pres-
cott, Arizona, called the Granite Mountain Hotshots. Begun in 
2002 as a fuels mitigation crew, it transitioned into a Type 2 
initial attack hand crew in 2004 and assumed its hotshot crew 
name in 2008. 
     The tragic loss of this crew, the subject of extensive investi-
gation and no little controversy, is now the subject of a Sony 
Pictures feature film called Only the Brave. Scheduled to show 
in theaters nationwide beginning on October 20, 2017, the film 
is directed by science-fiction film wizard  Joseph Kosinski,  and 
 

                                              Films continues on page 15 
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Uncle Sam’s Cabins Out of the Past 
 

A New Symbol of Multiple Use on the 
National Forest System Debuted in 1963 
 

By Les Joslin 
 
Back in 1963, during my second season on the Toiyabe Nation-
al Forest, the Richfield Oil Corporation saluted the Multiple 
Use-Sustained Yield Act of 1960 by publishing the below an-
nouncement of “A New Symbol for Our Forests” in national 
magazines. That symbol, a  stylized “multiple use tree,” evoked 
the resources—wood, water, forage, wildlife, and recreation—
the U.S. Forest Service would accord equal “consideration” in 
its management of the National Forest System. 
 

     I was particularly impressed with the image of a Forest Ser-
vice officer sporting a new shoulder patch that had not yet ap-
peared on uniforms in our corner of the Intermountain Region. 
It finally did in 1966 and in time for my final six months as fire 
prevention guard on the Bridgeport Ranger District. That image 
spoke to me of the pride and professionalism I always felt as I 
represented the Forest Service and its mission to the public. 
 

     Of course, contrary to this artist’s conception, that shoulder 
patch appeared on the left shoulder rather than the right shoul-
der of Forest Service uniform shirts and jackets—and its suc-
cessor shield-shaped shoulder patch still does.  

Historic La Wis Wis Guard Station on the Gifford Pinchot 
National Forest has been under restoration for several years. 
                                                                             U.S. Forest Service photograph 
 

La Wis Wis Guard Station 
Gifford Pinchot National Forest, Washington 
 

By Rick McClure 
 
Deep within the Gifford Pinchot National Forest, just south of 
Mt. Rainier National Park and seven miles east of Packwood on 
the White Pass Highway (U.S. Highway 12), historic La Wis 
Wis Guard Station stands as a reminder of the New Deal work 
programs of the Great Depression era and will soon again serve 
national forest visitors as a self-supporting U.S. Forest Service 
recreation rental. 
 
 

     La Wis Wis Guard Station was built in 1937, one of many 
projects accomplished with labor from the 200-man Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC) camp in the community of Pack-
wood from 1933 to 1942. The guard station was built in con-
junction with development of La Wis Wis Campground, and 
was staffed by a seasonal forest guard whose duties included 
fire protection as well as campground maintenance and public 
contact. The station building was listed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places in 1986 and remained in use by Forest 
Service personnel until 1993. 
 
 

     Vacant for nearly two decades, La Wis Wis Guard Station 
got a new lease on life in 2012 thanks to Forest Service volun-
teers and the Packwood community. Taking the place of CCC 
enrollees have been volunteers with the Forest Service’s nation-
al Passport in Time (PIT) program and the White Pass Country 
Historical Society and Museum. Starting during May and June 
2012, several PIT projects have prepared the historic guard 
station to join other historic cabins and lookouts on national 
forests throughout the Pacific Northwest Region as a recreation 
rental. After the last PIT project, completed in May 2017, only 
installation of new kitchen counters, cabinetry, floor covering, 
and some final touches to the bathroom remained. 
 

Editor’s Note: Adapted from OldSmokey Rick’s “Volunteers 
Rally to Save Historic Forest Service Station” article posted 
May 7, 2012, on the Washington State Department of Archaeol-
ogy and Historic Preservation website, and updated as neces-
sary.  
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Ranger District as pre-sale forester, promotion to an SO timber 
job on the Olympic National Forest, and an RO detail in cost 
collection, before I became district ranger on the Metolius 
Ranger District, Deschutes National Forest, where I arrived 
along with the Columbus Day Storm on October 12, 1962. 
Then it was back to the RO in timber management and then to 
the Fremont National Forest SO as timber staff officer where I 
retired in 1985 at age 62. 
 

Editor’s Note: Many thanks to Ernie and his son, Brigadier 
General Dave Price, U.S. Air Force, Retired, for the enjoyable 
April 26, 2017, brunch in Bend, Oregon, during which we co-
ordinated this story for which Ernie also provided the photo-
graphs. 
 
Memories continued from page 12 
 

Department from 1969 to 1979. She and John then began tgrav-
eling in their travel trailer, which they enjoyed until he died in 
2010. In addition to the PNWFSA, Bonna was a member of the 
79ers Chapter of the Good Sam’s Travel Club, the Gresham 
Women of Elks, and the Elk on Wheels Travel Club. Survivors 
include her sons Carl and Rick and two grandchildren.  
 

OldSmokeys Also Remember Dave and Joy Ritters-
bacher of Council, Idaho, who lost their lives in a tragic road 
accident while returning home from McCall, Idaho, on June 22. 
2017. Dave’s distinguished U.S. Forest Service career included 
service as district ranger in Riggins, Idaho, followed by other 
assignments including a WO tour before serving s deputy forest 
supervisor of the Willamette National Forest and forest super-
visor of the Ochoco and Boise national forests, A June 27 cele-
bration of their lives filled their Council church with many lo-
cal area friends as well as Forest Service retirees and on-duty 
personnel. 
 

Prepared from OldSmokeys eMemorial 73 of June 27, 2017, contributed to by 
Darrell Kenops, Ranotta McNair, and Rich Stem, and from U.S. Forest Service 
directories.  
 
Films continued from page 13 
 

its large cast includes Josh Brolin and Jeff Bridges along with 
many unfamiliar—at least to this writer—actors.  
     “Only the Brave, based on the true story of the Granite 
Mountain Hotshots, is the heroic story of a group of local fire-
fighters that through hope, determination, sacrifice, and the 
drive to protect families, communities, and our country became 
one of the most elite firefighting teams in the country,” promo-
tional copy summarizes the film’s storyline. “As most of us run 
from danger, they run toward it—they watch over our lives, our 
homes, everything we hold dear, as they forge a unique broth-
erhood that comes into focus in one fateful fire.” 
     The film-promoting hyperbole continues with a mega-
macho reference to the Granite Mountain Hotshots as “the 
SEAL Team Six of firefighters.”  
     Wildland firefighters will have to decide whether to watch 
this movie, and then decide what they think of it and what val-
ue it may have as a firefighter safety message. Googling and 
viewing the film’s trailer may help with that first decision. 
 

Prepared from multiple sources and viewing the film’s trailer. 
 
Your OldSmokeys Newsletter is always looking for good news 
stories and feature articles about you and other OldSmokeys 
and the great things you and they do. Send yours in! 

My First Forest Service Job 
 
A One-Fire Summer 
on Flag Point Lookout 
 
By Ernest B. Price, Jr. 
 

I was a bit older than most first-
season U.S. Forest Service guys 
when, in the summer of 1948, my 
first Forest Service job was lookout-
fireman on the Flag Point Lookout, 
Barlow Ranger District, Mt. Hood 
National Forest. 
     I was born in China in 1923,where 
my dad was a Foreign Service officer serving as U.S. consul in 
Foochow. I enlisted in the U.S. Navy fresh out of high school in 
1941. Challenges and promotions came fast during World War 
II in which I served in various capacities in naval aviation, first 
in patrol squadrons based in Iceland and Wales, then in air 
transport squadrons based in Maryland, California, Hawaii, and 
Guam as the war wound down and ended. I left the Navy in 
1946 as a chief petty officer and decided to become a forester. 
     My forestry education began at the Oregon State College 
extension center at Vanport—that wartime community came to 
an abrupt end with the great Columbia River flood on Memorial 
Day 1948—where I took all the basic courses in math, science, 
English, etc., before studying at the School of Forestry in Cor-
vallis. I got my first taste of the Forest Service after my first 
year of college during that summer on the Flag Point Lookout 
and a nearby auxiliary lookout—an open platform with a fire 
finder—from which I also covered the Badger Creek drainage. 
     The summer of ’48 didn’t prove a big summer for fires on 
the Mt. Hood. In fact, I never spotted a fire first, and fought 
only one fire that year—a fire off the national forest but inside 
the protection boundary which I went to as a crew member on a 
fire rig. That doesn’t mean I didn’t earn my summer’s pay of 
$250 which, with my $50-per-month G.I. Bill benefit, payed for 
school. I had a campground to take care of. I dug a six-foot by 
eight-foot garbage pit that was supposed to be six feet deep. 
And, when conditions permitted, which they usually did, I 
worked trail. There was a huge stack of Life magazines in the 
lookout which afforded me a “big picture” look back at the war 
in which I’d served. After that summer, I spent three summers 
as a forest guard based near the Rock Creek Reservoir. So be-
gan my Forest Service career.   
     That career continued for 
me, my wife, and our family 
after I earned my forestry 
degree in 1952. After trying 
my hand as a compass man 
for a private timber cruiser 
and an appraisal engineer 
for Oregon’s state tax com-
mission, I went back to the 
Barlow Ranger District as a 
junior forester. From there it 
was on to the Estacada 

 

 

Flag Point Lookout, 
Mt. Hood National Forest, 
in 1948 
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