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President’s Message—Jim Rice 
 
It sure has been a busy year for your OldSmokeys Board of Directors officers and committee members. They planned the Spring 
Banquet, the Summer Picnic, and the monthly luncheons. They maintained the membership directory, sent out eNotes on important 
matters, managed our finances, enthusiastically welcomed new members, and renewed commitments and connections with old mem-
bers. They also published four quarterly newsletters and helped out employees and retirees affected by last summer’s wildfires. And, 
on top of all this, the Board fully funded five new grant applications for a total of $10,750. Thank you to all the Board officers and 
committee members who made all of this possible and made my year as your President such a memorable one. 
 

My favorite part of being involved with this organization has been the opportunity to meet so many past Forest Service employees 
who retired before or just after my career started. They have so many great memories of their good old days and are so willing to 
share them. It has also been great to get so many recent retirees and current employees to join and share their memories, too. We 
have members who had their good old days in the 1950s and 1960s all the way up to those whose good old days were close to the 
turn of the century. It is hard to believe that the next generation of OldSmokeys will be reminiscing the good times they had in the 
Forest Service during the 2010s and 2020s. I truly hope that today’s OldSmokeys continue to find more ways to support current em-
ployees so that they will want to join us and pass their memories on when it is their turn. 
 

Now, back to current business. Don’t forget to sign up for the Spring Banquet on May 15. We will be installing Ron Boehm as Pres-
ident and Tom Mulder as President-elect. We will also be thanking Al Matecko for his great leadership as he completes this three-
year term through the successive presidential roles. 
 

Also, put on your calendar today that the Summer Picnic will be on August 12. The registration forms for both the Spring Banquet 
and the Summer Picnic can be found on page 4. You can mail both in one envelope and save yourself a stamp. 
 

Thank you again, everyone, for such a great year. 
 

Jim Rice 
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Forum 
 

National Forest Lumping is Wrong 
 

By Zane Smith 
 

I don’t agree with the recent consolidation of the Helena and 
Lewis & Clark national forests (see page 8) at all. 
     Forest Service and Department of Agriculture officials con-
tinue to consolidate ranger districts and national forests and do 
nothing to improve regional offices and the Chief’s office. The 
present leadership does not subscribe to the long held position 
of the Forest Service that the work of management and service 
is done at the field level. The result is the deterioration of com-
munity support and congressional appreciation as well as stew-
ardship of the National Forest System. 
     There’s a better way. As a minimum, regional offices should 
be consolidated and/or reorganized. When I was a regional for-
ester in the 1980s I proposed converting the region to be simply 
a chief’s representative with a skeleton staff—in my case reduc-
ing over a thousand staff to 100 and sending those positions out 
to the national forests and ranger districts. Chief Peterson was 
agreeable to try it, but his staff and the other regions went 
“bananas.” The next best thing would be to consolidate the nine 
regions into four or five. 
 

OldSmokeys Should Join, Support NAFSR 
 

In addition to their membership in the Pacific Northwest Forest 
Service Association (PNWFSA), primarily a “social” organiza-
tion, OldSmokeys who want to support positive action on be-
half of the National Forest System they once served should con-
sider joining and supporting the efforts of the National Associa-
tion of Forest Service Retirees (NAFSR). 
     Chaired by OldSmokey Jim Golden and run by OldSmokey 
Corbin Newman, its executive director, NAFSR is the Forest 
Service retirees’ “political” arm that brings retiree influence to 
bear in Washington, D.C. Among current issues, it is working 
to help federal agencies to do the right thing  with the Westside 
Fire Recovery Project on the Klamath National Forest. 
     For membership information—and much more—go to 
NAFSR’s website at <www.fsx.org>. 
 

“I may disapprove of what you say, 
but will defend to the death your right to say it.” 

—Attributed to Voltaire 

OldSmokeys News 
 

OldSmokeys Will Welcome New PNWFSA 
President Ron Boehm and President-elect 
Tom Mulder at May 15 Spring Banquet 
 

It’s time to reserve your place or places at the table of your Pa-
cific Northwest Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) annual 
Spring Banquet on May 15, 2016, at which Ron Boehm will 
take the presidential reins from Jim Rice and Tom Mulder will 
take on the duties of President-elect as Jim replaces Al 
Matecko in the Past President slot. 
     That peaceful transfer of power all happens after all attend-
ing OldSmokeys enjoy an afternoon of fellowship and fine din-
ing at beautiful Charbonneau Country Club just south of Port-
land near Wilsonville, Oregon. You won’t want to miss it! So, 
if you haven’t already reserved, use the Spring Banquet reser-
vation form on page 3 to book your seats for just $28.00 per 
person. Reservations must be made by May 1. 
     Doors will open at 1:00 p.m., and social hours with appetizer 
table and no-host bar begin at 1:30 p.m. The buffet-style dinner 
will be served at 3:00 p.m. Door prizes will be awarded during 
dessert. 
 
OldSmokeys May Reserve Early for 
PNWFSA’s August 12 Summer Picnic 
 

OldSmokeys may reserve early for the Pacific Northwest Forest 
Service Association (PNWFSA) annual Summer Picnic in the 
Woods scheduled for Friday, August 12, 2016, at the beautiful 
Wildwood Recreation Area near Mt. Hood. You may use the 
reservation form on page 3 to reserve for the Summer Picnic at 
the same time you reserve for the Spring Banquet (please write 
separate checks for each event) and send both reservations in 
with the same stamp. 
     Again this summer, the picnic will be catered by Job Corps 
culinary students at a cost of just $15.00 per person. 
 
OldSmokeys Award $10,750 in Grants  
 

The Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) 
Board of Directors at its February 26, 2016, meeting approved 
increasing the 2016 grant budget to $10,750 to permit full fund-
ing of five grant requests submitted to the Grants Committee 
chaired by OldSmokey Charlie Krebs. 
     Three of the proposals approved were for new projects and 
totaled $5,750, and two were for continuing projects that totaled 
$5,000. The grants approved for each were: 
 

Dufur Historical Society in Dufur, Oregon, working in coop-
eration with former Mt. Hood National Forest district rangers 
and OldSmokeys Jim Davidson and Mike Hernandez, re-
ceived $1,750 for new roofing, repair of some siding, and paint-
ing of the Barlow Ranger District’s former Dufur Ranger Sta-
tion.  The total project cost is $2,500 with the historical society 
 

                                                     Grants continues on page 4 

 OldSmokeys Lost Phil Hirl on March 15 
 

Phil Hirl succumbed to cancer on Tuesday, March 15, 
2016, Frank Collett reported that same day. 
     “The OldSmokeys have lost one of their strongest sup-
porters and dedicated members,” Vern Clapp commented 
in OldSmokeys eNote 1840 which passed the sad news. 
     Phil will be memorialized in the Summer 2016 edition 
of your OldSmokeys Newsletter by which time more com-
plete information about his life will be available. 
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Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association 

SPRING BANQUET—MAY 15, 2016 
Charbonneau Country Club, Wilsonville, Oregon 

 

RESERVATION FORM 
 

Mail this reservation form and a check for $28.00 per person (payable to PNWFSA) to: 
PNWFSA, P.O. Box 5583, Portland, Oregon 97228-5583 

 
Please reserve ________ dinners at $28.00 each (names exactly as they will appear on name tags): 

 
          ______________________________________     ______________________________________ 
 
          ______________________________________     ______________________________________ 
 
          ______________________________________     ______________________________________ 
 
          My check for $__________ is enclosed. Please print your name here: ______________________ 
 

Please send this reservation form in to be received no later than May 1, 2015. 
 

 
Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association 

SUMMER PICNIC IN THE WOODS—AUGUST 12, 2016 
BLM Wildwood Picnic Area, U.S. Highway 26, Welches, Oregon 

 

RESERVATION FORM 
 

Mail this reservation form and a check for $15.00* per person (payable to PNWFSA) to: 
PNWFSA, P.O. Box 5583, Portland, Oregon 97228-5583 

 
Please reserve _____ picnic lunches at $15.00 each for (names exactly as they will appear on name tags): 

 
          ______________________________________     _____________________________________ 
 
          ______________________________________     _____________________________________ 
 
          ______________________________________     _____________________________________ 
 
          My check for $__________ is enclosed. Please print your name here: _____________________ 
 

Please send your reservation form to be received not later than August 5, 2016 
 

           *Grandchildren under 12 years old cost $7.50 each. 
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OldSmokeys Jim Golden, Corbin Newman 
Urged Attorney General Lynch to End 
National Wildlife Refuge Occupation 
 

Acting for OldSmokey Jim Golden, Chairman of the National 
Association of Forest Service Retirees (NAFSR), OldSmokey 
and NAFSR Executive Director Corbin Newman and a Public 
Lands Foundation (PLF) counterpart signed a January 5, 2016, 
letter urging U.S. Attorney General Loretta Lynch to take ap-
propriate action to end the occupation of the Malheur National 
Wildlife Refuge headquarters by armed critics of federal land 
management that began on January 2. 
     “In our experience we have learned that lawbreakers must be 
held accountable in a timely manner or they will gain power 
and become more dangerous,” the letter told Attorney General 
Lynch. “We are very concerned that the longer no action is tak-
en, the current situation will deteriorate and become more and 
more dangerous for the dedicated people protecting the public 
lands and the public legally using these lands.” The PLF in-
cludes retired and some current Bureau of Land Management 
personnel. 
     “We would like to see the federal government confront these 
people,” Jim was quoted in Bend, Oregon’s, daily newspaper, 
The Bulletin, on January 11. “If they have broken the law, they 
should go to jail.” The leaders of the Malheur standoff were 
brothers Ammon and Ryan Bundy, sons of Cliven Bundy, a 
Nevada rancher with a history of federal standoffs over unpaid 
public land grazing fees. 
 

Prepared from “Groups urge action in letter” by Dylan J. Darling in The Bulle-
tin of January 11, 2016, and other sources. 
 

OldSmokey-Forest Supervisor John Allen 
Hosted Deschutes National Forest Retirees 
 

More than 30 Deschutes National Forest retirees—about half 
OldSmokeys—attended a retiree gathering hosted by Forest 
Supervisor and OldSmokey John Allen in coordination with 
Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) 
Deschutes National Forest Representative Dennis Dietrich on 
January 22, 2016, at the forest’s Bend, Oregon, headquarters. 
     After Forest Supervisor Allen and Deputy Forest Supervisor 
Shane Jeffries provided an update on Deschutes National Forest 
operations and challenges on what the forest supervisor report-
ed is the most actively-managed national forest in Region 6, 
they responded to retiree questions about such topics as ecolog-
ical health, agency presence on the land, meeting agency man-
agement targets on the land, the increasing importance of com-
munity involvement and collaborative action, and retiree in-
volvement in projects that would benefit the forest. The future 
for and nature of such meetings were explored. 
     The value of retiree participation in both local and national 
improvements through membership in such organizations as the 
PNWFSA and the National Association of Forest Service Retir-
ees (NAFSR) was emphasized. All present agreed there are 
mutual benefits to be derived from such meetings as well as 
from greater retiree involvement in Deschutes National Forest 
affairs.  

Grants continued from Page 2 
 

providing $500 as part of the match and Forest Service retirees 
and others supplying in-kind labor supervised by Jim and Mike. 
The Mt. Hood National Forest supports the project and plans to 
design and install an interpretive sign outside the renovated 
ranger station structure located at the society’s Dufur museum. 
 

High Desert Museum near Bend, Oregon, working in coopera-
tion with the National Smokejumper Association, received 
$2,000 for procuring and installing the exhibit “Smokejumpers: 
Firefighters from the Sky” currently in Springfield, Oregon, 
and installing it as a primary attraction in the Collins Gallery 
from June 2016 until February 2017. Following that, the Muse-
um plans to move the exhibit to its Changing Forest building to 
enhance the educational value of other existing exhibits. No 
cash match is provided, but in-kind costs of design and pro-
gramming are assured by the Museum. 
 

Discover Your Forest, interpretive partner of the Bend-based 
Deschutes National Forest, received $2,000 to cover the com-
plete cost of producing and installing an historic photograph 
exhibit at the Bend-Fort Rock Ranger District’s new Cascade 
Lakes Welcome Station (see page 9) at the northern terminus of 
the Cascade Lakes National Scenic Byway. The exhibit will 
comprise a dozen or so large (12-inch by 16-inch and larger) 
professionally fabricated, gallery wrapped canvas prints of his-
toric photographs depicting the early history of resource man-
agement on the national forest to serve as an icebreaker to pro-
mote positive interaction between visitors and staff. 
 

     The other two proposals approved by the Grants Committee 
were submitted by organizations which have received several 
PNWFSA grants in recent years. 
 

Friends of Fish Lake received $4,000 to replace the roof of the 
Hall House at the Fish Lake Historic Area on the Willamette 
National Forest in cooperation with the McKenzie River Rang-
er District. As in the cases of previous projects at this historic 
ranger station and remount depot, the work will be completed 
by a combination of Friends of Fish Lake (FFL) volunteers and 
Forest Service ranger district personnel. The total cost of the 
project is estimated at $13,800, and the PNWFSA grant is to be 
matched by grants from several foundations and $1,300 in FFL 
funding. 
 

Forests Forever, Inc., received $1,000 to support their ongo-
ing Youth Engagement and Enrichment Program at the Hop-
kins Demonstration Forest that involves participants in hands-
on learning at demonstration sites designed to model sustaina-
ble natural resource practices. The overall objective is to pro-
mote understanding of family forestlands and their promise for 
sustainable production of both timber income and public bene-
fits such as wildlife habitat, water yield, and cleaner air. Their 
grant proposal indicated approximately $90,000 in matching 
funds provided by a diverse mix of institutions and forestry-
related organizations. 
 

OldSmokeys… 

Making a Difference! 
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New Recruits Needed! 
 

OldSmokey Volunteers 
Needed to Staff Museum 
Ranger Station in Bend 
 

The High Desert Museum south of 
Bend, Oregon, needs “A Few Good 
OldSmokeys” to join the veteran 
OldSmokey volunteers and a few 
others who will staff the historic 
High Desert Ranger Station daily 
between July 1 and Labor Day for 
its ninth summer of operations this 
year. The team has lost a few mem-
bers to aging and illness. 
 

     Clearly identifiable in their forest green polo shirts embroi-
dered with the U.S. Forest Service pine tree shield above the 
word RETIREE, these OldSmokeys welcome Museum visitors 
to the station, share stories of the Forest Service and the Nation-
al Forest System and of their past and present roles in western 
American lifeways, and pass on wildfire prevention messages 
during their five-hour duty days. With a team of 10 or 12, each 
volunteer typically serves five or six days during a summer. 
 

     Again this summer, volunteer team leader OldSmokey Les 
Joslin will schedule each volunteer’s duty days based on his or 
her availability and convenience. All volunteers sign on as High 
Desert Museum volunteers, and first-year volunteers pass a 
criminal background check, attend Museum volunteer training, 
and receive a full day of on-the-job ranger station staffing ori-
entation. Les serves days not scheduled for other volunteers. 
 

     Volunteers pay for their own uniform shirt—ordered for 
them from the Western Heritage Company—worn on the job 
with regular blue jeans with brown or black belt, compatible 
brown or black field shoes or boots, and a Forest Service hat or 
cap or their choice if they wish headgear. Matching warm uni-
form jackets for cool weather are provided. 
 

     An OldSmokey project—sponsored completely by your Pa-
cific Northwest Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) as an 
organization and as individuals since its inception—the High 
Desert Ranger Station is one way OldSmokeys help citizen-
owners of the National Forest System understand and appreci-
ate the current and historic roles of the Forest Service and the 
national forests and grasslands it administers for them. 
 

     For more information about this annual PNWFSA service 
opportunity and to sign up for this year’s team, contact Les by 
telephone at 541-330-0331 (leave a message if nobody’s home), 
by e-mail at <lesjoslin@aol.com>, or by letter addressed to him 
at 2356 NW Great Place, Bend, Oregon 97703. 
 

     Be sure to sign on in plenty of time to complete the back-
ground check, receive your polo shirt, schedule and receive 
your training, and get scheduled for your service days. 
 
 

Serving at the High Desert Ranger Station is a 
great way for OldSmokeys in Central Oregon to 
help accomplish the PNWFSA’s mission! 

Help Wanted! 
 

OldSmokey Rolf Anderson 
Announced 2016 Fish Lake 
June 19-24 Work Week 
 

OldSmokey Rolf Anderson announced 
in a February 6, 2016, letter that the 
annual work week at the Fish Lake His-
toric Area—comprising the historic Fish 
Lake Ranger Station and Fish Lake Re-
mount Depot on the Willamette Nation-
al Forest—is scheduled for Saturday 
June 19 through Friday June 24. 
     “I encourage you to trip on up to the station with your work 
clothes and fresh energy,” Rolf wrote. “All skills are welcome 
and even partial days will help. You will rub elbows with en-
thusiastic members of the Friends of Fish Lake and share a lot 
of old memories. Forest Supervisor Tracy Beck plans to join us 
on Monday.” 
     “In addition to the dozens of work week projects, additional 
major summer 2016 work at the Fish Lake Historic Area in-
cludes reroofing the Hall House, the signature structure at the 
site and the summer residence of  Forest Supervisor C.C. Hall 
of the old Santiam National Forest, and completion of the resto-
ration of the Commissary Cabin,” Rolf added on February 28. 
The FFL received a $4,000 grant from the OldSmokeys, a 
$5,000 grant from the Kinsman Foundation, and will contribute 
$4,000 from their own funds for this Hall House project. 
     Rolf, as announced in the Winter 2016 OldSmokeys Newslet-
ter, has relieved OldSmokey Mike Kerrick of formal leader-
ship of the Friends of Fish Lake (FFL). His letter also reminded 
FFL members that their “tax deductible membership dues are 
welcome any time” and may be mailed to OldSmokey Randy 
Dunbar, FFL treasurer, at 37871 Shenandoah Loop, Spring-
field, Oregon 97478. 
 

About Fish Lake 
The historic Fish Lake 
Ranger Station dates 
from 1906 when its 20
-acre site was with-
drawn from public 
entry for U.S. Forest 
Service administrative 
use. A log cabin rang-
er station was built in 
1908 to support fire patrols in the surrounding Cascade Nation-
al Forest of the time. The current historic long structures date 
from the 1920s Santiam National Forest days. Newer frame 
structures were built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 
1930s for the remount depot established there for crews and 
pack animals used on project work and for forest fires through-
out the central Cascades. A regional fire crew was based there 
beginning in 1950, and packing in support of wilderness, trails, 
and fire management operations continued until 2005.  
 

The FFL welcomes new members at any time! 

 
 

          High Desert 
        Ranger Station 
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OldSmokeys Facts 2016 
 

By Bill Funk, 
Membership Database Manager, 
and Dick Bennett, 
Treasurer 
 

Here’s your Pacific Northwest Forest Service Associa-
tion (PNWFSA) annual membership statistical roundup 
as of March 1, 2016. 
 

How Many. As of March 1, 2016, the membership 
households of the PNWFSA stood at 947, which is a net 
decrease of four from the start of 2015. On the plus side, 
a whopping 36 new member households signed up dur-
ing the January 1, 2015, to March 1, 2016, period. This 
gain was offset by deaths in 10 member households and 
the loss of an additional 30 member households for vari-
ous reasons. 
 

Age. Our average age is holding steady at about 76 years. 
This is in spite of the new members whose average age is 
about 61. There are at least 32 in our ranks who are 90 
through 99 years old, and one who is 100. 
 

Where. We are all over the United States. Most of us are 
in the Pacific Northwest. As of March 1, 2016, there 
were 589 membership households in Oregon and 183 in 
Washington. There are 23 in Arizona, 22 in Montana, 21 
in Idaho, and 16 in California. The balance is spread 
through 30 other states and the District of Columbia. 
There are only one in 13 of those other 30 states and in 
the District of Columbia! We keep moving: there were 
38 address changes recorded in 2015 through March 1, 
2016. As usual, there were so many e-mail address 
changes we lost count. 
 

Dues Status. As of March 1, 2016, we have 567 lifetime 
members who have paid in $59,383 over the years, and 
we have 377 members who pay their dues annually. 
 

Paperless Members. As of March 1, 2016, we have 297 
paperless member households. They help reduce our 
costs for mailings of both the quarterly OldSmokeys 
Newsletter and the annual membership directory with the 
spring newsletter. They retrieve the newsletter off our 
OldSmokeys website at <www.oldsmokeys.org>. They, 
or any other member, may request an electronic directory 
from our membership database manager at 
<billfpdx@gmail.com>. 
 

Donations. We received a total of $10,221 in donations. 
Of these $9,840 were for the Elmer Moyer Memorial 
Emergency Relief Fund, $910 for the Grant Project 
Fund, and $471 for general use. We donated $7,000 from 
the Elmer Moyer Memorial Emergency Relief Fund to 
families impacted by wildfires during the summer 2015 
season.   

Bend OldSmokeys (clockwise, left to right) Susan Skalski, Jim 
Golden, George Chesley, Dennis Dietrich, Les Joslin, Sandy 
Sharp, John Bambe, and Ranotta McNair got together on Fri-
day afternoon, February 12, at Worthy Brewery—one of 
Bend’s many major brew pubs—to talk over matters of interest 
to OldSmokeys.                                 Photograph by Obliging Waitress 
 

OldSmokey Dennis Dietrich Developed 
His Own Area Representative Approach 
 

Whether it’s recruiting new OldSmokeys, notifying local 
OldSmokeys and other retirees of local happenings, or organiz-
ing events to keep OldSmokeys and other retirees informed and 
involved, OldSmokey Dennis Dietrich has developed his own 
method of operating as a Pacific Northwest Forest Service As-
sociation (PNWFSA) area representative. 
     In the short time Dennis has been Deschutes area repre-
sentative, he’s recruited 25 new OldSmokeys and  helped  
Deschutes National Forest Supervisor and OldSmokey John 
Allen improve lines of communication with the Central Oregon 
retiree community. He also led the effort to develop an im-
proved automated membership application process. 
     “This job can be whatever someone wants it to be,” Dennis 
observed of the PNWFSA area representative job. “Only by all 
of us recruiting new members will we keep the organization 
alive, vibrant, and fun. Once someone joins, they invariably are 
happy they did because they have a way to reconnect with old 
friends and former colleagues.” 
     Dennis invites any OldSmokey, area representative or mem-
ber, to contact him to discuss ways of recruiting and involving 
members. “I’m easy to contact, as I’m in the PNWFSA Mem-
bership Directory,” he pointed out. “That directory is another 
big  benefit of membership.” 
 

PNWFSA Membership Directory for 2016  
Included With This OldSmokeys Newsletter 
 

Just in case you managed to miss it, the new hardcopy version 
of the PNWFSA Membership Directory for 2016 is enclosed! 
Many thanks to OldSmokey Bill Funk for this great annual 
asset and benefit of membership! 
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OldSmokeys Say 
 

Let’s Create a Henry Tonseth Award! 
 

By Jon Stewart 
 

On the afternoon of January 22, 2016, I joined a large group of 
U.S. Forest Service retirees for an informal get-together with 
Forest Supervisor and OldSmokey John Allen and Deputy For-
est Supervisor Shane Jeffries at the Deschutes National Forest 
headquarters in Bend, Oregon. 
 

     We were impressed with these leaders’ 
relationships with their co-workers, other 
agency personnel, and most importantly the 
local community. Retirees noted the local 
press has recently been remarkably support-
ive of the Forest Service, even when dealing 
with a recent problem in their volunteer pro-
gram. 
 

     This is no accident, but reflects a relation-
ship built on trust and time. John has been 
forest supervisor for 8½ years. Shane started 
his career on this forest as a wildlife biolo-
gist, moved up to be district ranger for the 
Bend-Fort Rock Ranger District, and re-
turned to take on the deputy position. 
 

     As the meeting began, John and Shane 
excused themselves briefly to meet with a 
senior BLM friend who had just arrived from 
Washington, D.C., to help deal with the Mal-
heur National Wildlife Refuge standoff then 
entering its third week.  They quickly re-
turned, and in doing so underlined the im-
portance they place on their relationships 
with retirees and with everyone they talk 
with in their local community. 
 

     One of the key complaints about public 
land management agencies aired during news 
coverage of that standoff south of Burns, 
Oregon, was the rapid turnover of federal 
public land management personnel. Locals 
complained that today’s public land manag-
ers rarely remain on the lands they manage 
long enough to develop a trusting relation-
ship with local ranchers, loggers, and other 
users, and to develop beneficial partnerships 
based on mutual understanding. 
 

     Instead, many locals see public land managers as short-term 
bureaucrats who pay lip service to partnering and collaboration 
just long enough to get their tickets punched for the next pro-
motion. This means they are often less than effective or even 
counterproductive in their efforts to care for the land and serve 
the people. 
 

     Trust in the Forest Service was built from the ground up. Its 
early success was in settling grazing conflicts throughout the 
West. Often this was accomplished by hiring effective leaders 

from the local community and keeping them around for awhile. 
As time passed, agency professionals with both interest in and 
knack for effective work over the long haul within the commu-
nities they served carried on the tradition. 
 

     A good example is Henry Tonseth. A Methow Valley, 
Washington, youth. Hank earned a University of Montana for-
estry degree and joined the Forest Service. He served as district 
ranger on the Fort Rock Ranger District of the Deschutes Na-
tional Forest from 1934 to 1969, a 35-year term in office that 
remains a Region 6 record. For the first decade of that tenure 

his home and office were at the remote Cabin 
Lake Ranger Station amidst the timber and 
grazing resources he managed and the loggers 
and ranchers he served. 
 

     During my career I met a remarkable cadre 
of rangers who were the life blood of their 
local communities. One example is 
OldSmokey Jim Bull who was district ranger 
of the Wind River Ranger District on the 
Gifford Pinchot National Forest. During his 
tenure he developed a strong and trusting rela-
tionship with local loggers, ranchers, and Ya-
kima tribal leaders that brought lasting bene-
fits to his small rural community. As proof of 
his commitment, Jim still lives in Wind River 
a decade and a half or more after his retire-
ment where he takes a leading role in local 
community theater. 
 

     I fear that a rapidly changing organizational 
structure and ethos are harming our relation-
ships with the lands for which we care and the 
people we serve. Instead of local Forest Ser-
vice district offices hiring well qualified locals 
to help care for the land, hiring is now accom-
plished on a centralized regional basis. Those 
entering full-time professional positions are 
now hired on a national basis. Many who cur-
rently fill professional management positions 
are not looking for long-term commitments to 
small rural communities but for assignments 
as means to an end—stepping stones to a high-
er grade and salary in an urban setting. 
 

     Perhaps the Forest Service and other public 
land agencies should rethink their priorities 
and hire and develop professionals inclined 
toward service in the rural communities they 
are supposed to serve. 

 
 

     To stress the importance of committed service to rural com-
munities, I suggest the OldSmokeys of the Pacific Northwest 
Forest Service Association consider offering a Henry Tonseth 
Service Award for forest officers who invest personally in ten-
ures of at least 10 years as either a district ranger or forest su-
pervisor on one ranger district or national forest within the Pa-
cific Northwest Region and whose service showcases the bene-
fits of developing trusting collaborative relationships with their 
local communities. 

 

 Ranger Henry Tonseth 
               in 1943 



 

  Page 8 OldSmokeys Newsletter — Spring 2016 

 

 

Forest Service News 
 
Following this lead story, Forest Service News is presented in 
National News and Regional News sections in this issue. 
 

U.S. Forest Service Closed Ranger Station 
During Malheur Wildlife Refuge Standoff 
 

The U.S. Forest Service temporarily closed the Hines, Oregon, 
office of the Emigrant Creek Ranger District, Malheur National 
Forest, during the January 2 to February 11, 2016, occupation 
of the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge headquarters and visi-
tor center by armed extremist critics of federal land manage-
ment policies. Hines adjoins the city of Burns, county seat of 
Harney County, on the west. 
 

     In an illegal and illogical move to “return” public lands to 
“the people” by removing them from federal administration, 
armed men led by Ammon and Ryan Bundy, sons of Nevada 
rancher Cliven Bundy, famous for his own 2014 standoff with 
the federal government over unpaid public land grazing fees, 
occupied the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service facility, riffled 
through federal files, and used federal equipment to vandalize 
federal property. 
 

     Two weeks in, The Bulletin reported the anti-government 
occupiers intended to remain “until a plan was in place to turn 
over federal lands to local authorities.” During the third week of 
the occupation, Oregon’s governor called for federal action as 
the FBI was reported “heading up the investigation” and 
“working toward a peaceful resolution.” 
 
 

     The FBI and Oregon State Police effectively ended the 
standoff on the evening of January 26 when, on U.S. Highway 
395 north of Burns, it stopped the group’s leadership en route a 
Grant County community meeting. Both Bundy brothers and 
six others were arrested; a ninth, de facto spokesman Robert 
‘LaVoy” Finicum, was killed by Oregon state troopers. 
 

     These and others arrested before and after were charged ear-
ly in February with the felony of conspiring “to impede by 
force, intimidation, or threat, officers of the United States from 
discharging their duties in the Malheur National Wildlife ref-
uge.” Many other charges followed. 
 

     Those remaining at the wildlife refuge headquarters were 
offered the opportunity to leave peacefully. Most did, but four 
hung on until February 11 when they surrendered to and were 
arrested by the FBI. The previous evening, in Portland, Oregon, 
Cliven Bundy was arrested while on his way to the refuge. 
 

     Regional Forester and OldSmokey Jim Pena announced on 
February 11 that the Emigrant Creek Ranger Station would 
reopen on February 16. According to both Forest Service Chief 
Tom Tidwell and Regional Forester Pena, the Forest Service 
office in Hines was closed in the interest of personnel and pub-
lic safety and security. 
 

Prepared from multiple sources including the January 4, 2016, “Employee 
message on Burns, Oregon, and safety reminder” from Region 6 Regional 
Forester Jim Pena and the January 7, 2016, “Message from the Chief: situation 
in Eastern Oregon,” from Chief of the Forest Service Tom Tidwell, and a series 
of articles in Bend, Oregon’s, daily newspaper, The Bulletin.  

National News 
 

U.S. Forest Service Faces 2016 Wildfires 
Without Long-Term Budget Fix 
 

By the time Congress voted on the fiscal year 2016 omnibus 
spending bill back on December 16, 2015, the hoped-for meas-
ure for structural changes in funding wildfire suppression that 
would have ended the U.S. Forest Service’s  “fire borrowing” 
practice had been excised from the final version of the bill in 
favor of a massive $600-million increase in the fire suppression 
budget. 
     “The money’s helpful,” Undersecretary of Agriculture for 
Natural Resources and Environment Robert Bonnie said of that 
50 percent increase over the Forest Service’s fiscal year 2015 
fire budget, “but we very much needed a long-term fix.” 
     The measure initially included in the budget bill—and 
backed by the White House, several Western senators of both 
parties, timber industry leaders, and some conservation 
groups—would have set up a process for the Forest Service to 
request federal disaster money such as that spent on hurricanes. 
And, to help restore forest health and reduce cataclysmic wild-
fires, it would have eased environmental restrictions on thinning 
forests. 
     That latter provision seems to have been the rub. While thin-
ning can help counter decades of fire suppression that have re-
sulted in dangerous fuel buildups, where to draw the line be-
tween thinning and more extensive logging has been conten-
tious. 
     As fire seasons last longer and are more severe, more of the 
Forest Service budget is spent on wildfire suppression every 
year—a dramatic increase from 16 percent in 1995 to over 60 
percent in 2015. This impacts the agency’s funding of other 
critical work such as forest restoration and forest management 
to reduce the wildfire threat and protect watersheds, recreation, 
and research.  
     “Congress has to face up and solve this problem [or] the 
Forest Service will become the fire service,” Undersecretary 
Bonnie said. 
 

Prepared from multiple sources including a December 17, 2015, letter from 
Secretary of Agriculture Thomas J. Vilsack to Senator Barbara Mikulski; 
“Forest Service likely to get more money to fight wildfires, at least for a year,” 
by William Yardley in the December 17, 2015, Los Angeles Times; “More mon-
ey to fight wildfires, but no long-term budget fix,” by Mead Gruver of the Asso-
ciated Press in the December 18, 2015, Bend, Oregon, daily newsaper The 
Bulletin; and “Congress has not done enough on wildfire” on the editorial page 
of the December 2018 edition of The Bulletin.  
 
U.S. Forest Service Lumped Helena 
and Lewis & Clark National Forests 
 

The Helena and Lewis & Clark national forests have been com-
bined into the Helena-Lewis & Clark National Forest as of mid-
December 2015 when U.S. Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell 
and U.S. Department of Agriculture Undersecretary Robert 
Bonnie signed the consolidation order. 
     The announcement came after several years of combining 
positions and sharing resources across both forests, most nota-
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bly in leadership with a shared forest supervisor and deputy 
forest supervisor. “The public should notice little difference, 
and no additional offices will be closed or relocated,” said For-
est Supervisor Bill Avey. 
     “In a general sense, we’ve tried to consolidate positions at 
the supervisor’s office level and tried to pass that savings on to 
ground-oriented positions on the district level,” Avey said, add-
ing that consolidation has added budget flexibility in discretion-
ary funding. 
     This latest consolidation follows a decade-long national 
trend of reduced Forest Service budgets, a 35 percent overall 
drop in workforce, and continuing challenges with firefighting 
costs, Avey said. Last year the national forests had to shift 
about $700,000 from other programs to fire suppression—that 
practice called “fire borrowing . 
 

U.S. Forest Service Connects with Public 
Via Digital Technology and Social Media 
 

“Digital technology and social media are the primary enablers 
for the 21st century and are critical to broadening people’s 
awareness about the Forest Service and its mission” according 
to the January 15, 2016, issue of The Chief’s Desk online news-
letter from the WO of the U.S. Forest Service. 
     And so it is that “an agency team has been developing a 
strategy to meet these needs by learning from best practices in 
the public and private sectors. While there’s much left to do, the 
team has assembled a showcase that highlights some inventive 
projects already in use by the agency.” 
     Since this is 
the wave of the 
future, the Old-
Smokeys might 
want to take a 
look at the Forest 
Service’s Digital 
Showcase at 
<http://www.fs. 
fed.us/digital/>. 

 
U.S. Forest Service Legend 
William D. “Bill” Hurst 
Passed Century Mark 
 

William D. “Bill” Hurst, a third-generation 
U.S. Forest Service officer, celebrated his 
100th birthday on October 15, 2015. A 1938 
forestry graduate of the Agricultural College of Utah (Utah 
State University since 1957), Bill served as a Region 4 district 
ranger and forest supervisor before a WO assignment, a couple 
Region 4 senior staff assignments, and 10 years as regional 
forester in Region 3 before he retired in 1976. 

Regional News 
 

U.S. Forest Service Opened New 
Cascade Lakes Welcome Station on 
Deschutes National Forest on March 19 
 

A dozen years after it was first 
proposed, Forest Supervisor 
and OldSmokey John Allen 
presided over the Thursday, 
March 17, ribbon cutting for 
the new Cascade Lakes Wel-
come Station on the Deschutes 
National Forest that opened to 
the public on March 19, 2016. 
     Staffed by a combination of Forest Service information spe-
cialists and volunteers, this new welcome station is positioned 
to provide information and assistance to the hundreds of thou-
sands of Cascade Lakes National Scenic Byway visitors en 
route the many resorts and myriad recreation resources accessed 
by that road—including the most visited parts of the Three Sis-
ters Wilderness—and the popular Deschutes River recreation 
area accessed by Forest Road 41. 
     For a decade before this new welcome station opened, the 
only Forest Service presence along the scenic byway was the 
Historic Elk Lake Guard Station staffed for 12 weeks each sum-
mer by volunteer information and interpretive specialists. From 
1992 through 2005 that role also was played by the Green 
Lakes Trailhead Information Station staffed daily during the 
summer by volunteer wilderness information specialists. 
     The new welcome station was constructed primarily with 
Federal Highways Administration funding from its now defunct 
National Scenic Byways Program Enhancement Fund. “These 
were the last funds available from that source,” according to 
Deschutes National Forest Landscape Architect and 
OldSmokey Robin Gyorgyfalvy who also serves as the forest’s 
scenic byways program leader. 

 

 

This ranger on the Malheur National Forest connected with 
the public without the benefit of digital technology and with 
more primitive social media.              U.S. Forest Service photograph 

 

The new Cascade Lakes Welcome Station on the Deschutes 
National Forest was completed late this snowy winter. 
            Photographs property of CS Construction--Ross Chandler Photography 
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U.S. Forest Service Challenged for 
Considering Military Training on 
Pacific Northwest National Forests 
 

Two special use permits for conducting military training exer-
cises on Pacific Northwest Region national forest lands are be-
ing challenged and a third questioned by citizen interest groups. 
Primary objections seem to center on the larger scale of the 
training in question. 
     One of these, initially reported in the Winter 2015 
OldSmokeys Newsletter, is to permit the Navy to drive satellite 
trucks on old logging roads in the Olympic, Okanagon-
Wenatchee, and Colville national forests in exercises with U.S. 
Navy EA-18 Growler electronic warfare aircraft based at U.S. 
Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Washington. 
     The second is a U.S. Army proposal that would allow heli-
copters flying from Joint Base Lewis-McCord to touch down at 
several high-altitude sites in the Okanogan-Wenatchee National 
Forest as well as in lowlands in southwestern Washington. 
     Citizens who support the permits see them as necessary to 
training of Navy pilots to detect and neutralize enemy electron-
ic signals and to training of Army helicopter pilots for high 
elevation mountain flying. Thousands of opponents have pro-
tested the plans, and one group approached the United Nations 
for help in blocking the Navy program. One opponent claimed 
she is “not against any military training” but finds it “very dis-
turbing when training happens on public lands that are suppos-
edly protected.” 
     Another program that annually trains about 2,500 U.S. Air 
Force pilots and air crew members on about 375,000 acres of 
Colville National Forest lands to survive behind enemy lines 
also has opponents. 
     The Navy electronic warfare training plan seems farthest 
along. None of these, however, are “done deals” and will be 
followed by your OldSmokeys Newsletter. 
 

Prepared from “Army, Navy forge ahead with training plans for Northwest 
forests despite loud opposition” by Adam Ashton in the February 17, 2016, 
Bellingham Herald. 
 

U.S. Forest Service Chief’s Honor Awards 
Go to a Pacific Northwest Region Forest 
and an RO Public Affairs Specialist 
 

U.S. Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell presented Forest Ser-
vice Chief’s Honor Awards to the Siuslaw National Forest and 
to an RO public affairs specialist in Washington, D.C., on De-
cember 3, 2015. 
     Forest Supervisor and OldSmokey Jerry Ingersoll accepted 
a Chief’s Honor Award within the Meeting America’s Needs 
category that recognized the Siuslaw National Forest for work-
ing with partners to support local economies while restoring 
habitat for threatened and endangered species. 
     “The Siuslaw National Forest has a successful history of 
putting people to work while recovering at-risk species and 
restoring landscapes…” Jerry said. “We couldn’t do it without 
our partners. This award belongs to Siuslaw staff past and pre-

sent and to our partners in both the industry and environmental 
sectors who have had the trust, courage and vision to work to-
gether to meet America’s needs.” 
     “It’s all about the kids!” emphasized Shandra Terry, a Re-
gion 6 public affairs specialist, as she accepted the Chief’s Hon-
or Award in the Engaging Urban America category for her ser-
vice as team lead for the region’s Youth Engagement Strategy 
(YES!) at the award ceremony. 
     Through five years of strategic regional investment on nine 
national forests, YES! engaged 150,000 youths and families, 65 
percent of them from minority populations. These forest-level 
programs are designed to provide a spectrum of engagement 
and to ensure intensive, immersive, and cumulative experiences 
for participating youth. 
     The Forest Service Chief’s Honor Awards recognize exem-
plary achievements in meeting specific long-term outcomes, 
concrete objectives, and performance measures associated with 
strategic goals and the agency’s mission. 
 

Prepared from Chief’s Honor Awards articles in the Winter 2015-2016 R6 
Update.  

 
U.S. Forest Service Monitors Proposed 
Douglas-fir National Monument 
 

A proposal by environmental groups to create a Douglas-fir 
National Monument in western Oregon is strongly opposed by 
local government officials and being watched by Willamette 
National Forest officials. 
 

     “A coalition of environmental groups would like to desig-
nate nearly 500,000 acres in Linn and Marion counties as a na-
tional monument,” the Associated Press (AP) reported in early 
March 2016. Such a monument would include most of the na-
tional forest land and the public lands managed by the Bureau 
of Land Management in Linn County as well as nearly 50,000 
acres of private land if available for purchase. 
 

     Lobbyist Andy Kerr said the proposed national monument 
designation would draw tourists to the area. “They will spend 
money locally while they are enjoying the forest,” he said. “The 
difference is in branding. If it shows up as a different color on 
the map, they will think ‘Hey, here’s something special,’ and 
come see it.” Kerr said the coalition “views the draft proposal 
as a way to start a conversation about conserving the Douglas-
fir forests for future generations,” the AP reported. 
 

     Will Tucker, a Linn County commissioner, is a leading op-
ponent of what he calls a “land grab” proposal. “The old trees 
they talk of, the 300- to 900-year-old trees are already protect-
ed,” he said. “We do not need more protection, we need better 
science applied to forest management. We do not need more 
private land to be taken from private ownership. We need more 
public access to federal lands and [echoing a growing sentiment 
in parts of the West] federal land returned to Oregon.” 
     “I am extremely nervous about this, greatly concerned,” said 
State Representative Sherrie Sprenger of the proposal. A Re-
publican who represents much of the area included in the draft 
proposal, she said “The last thing we need to do is tie up more 
federal land with regulations.” 
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     Willamette National Forest spokesperson Jude McHugh says 
forest officials are aware of the proposal, and noted that such 
decisions are in the hands of elected officials. The President of 
the United States can declare national monuments without ap-
proval of Congress under the Antiquities Act of 1906. 
 

Prepared from “Officials oppose potential Douglas-fir monument” by the Asso-
ciated Press published in the March 5, 2016, issue of the Bend, Oregon, daily 
newspaper The Bulletin.  
 

Editor’s Note: This is definitely a story for your OldSmokeys 
Newsletter to monitor. 
 
U.S. Forest Service Faces New 
Ochoco National Forest Proposal 
 

“Oregon Wild, a nonprofit formerly known as the Oregon Natu-
ral Resources Council, has proposed creating a 312,000-acre 
national recreation area [that would include] 26,000 acres of 
designated wilderness” within the Ochoco National Forest, 
Bend, Oregon’s daily newspaper The Bulletin reported on Janu-
ary 19, 2016. 
     “While a final plan has yet to be completed, the designation 
would create a more detailed plan managing recreation, restora-
tion and conservation than currently exists, while also limiting 
growth to the system of motorized vehicle trails. Other compet-
ing plans are in the works for the area that intend to expand 
such trails.” 
     While an apparent majority of local residents opposes the 
proposal they see “as creating more rules that limit their use of 
the forest,” proponents see it as “a proactive plan to handle the 
increased recreation, instead of just reacting to what’s coming.” 
     Your OldSmokeys Newsletter will track this proposal and 
report as it evolves. 
 

Prepared from the January 19, 2016, article “Concerns over federal oversight 
at Walden talk” by Tyler Leeds and the January 25, 2016, article “Tone grow-
ing more divisive as Ochoco proposal debated” by Taylor W. Anderson in The 
Bulletin. 
 

U.S. Forest Service to Interpret 
Salmon River Estuary Restoration 
 

Construction of a Cascade Head interpretive site to tell the story 
of the Salmon River estuary—its modification in the 1960s and 
its restoration since 1978—began near Oregon’s coast early in 
February 2016. 
     Modifications of the estuary to support agriculture included 
altered tidal flows, stream channels, and drained marshlands. 
Restoration efforts by the Siuslaw National Forest and partners 
included removal of dikes and tide gates, resetting stream beds 
to their original paths, removing invasive species and re-
establishing native plant communities and, from 2007 to 2014, 
removal of a housing development, an amusement park, and an 
unfinished marina built right on the marsh floor. All this is to 
restore the natural functions of the estuary to benefit salmon, 
plants, birds, animals, and people. 
     The new interpretive site will help visitors and residents 
better understand the estuary’s significance and impact. On 
Fraser Road near the junction of highways 101 and 18, it will 

feature expanded parking with a turn-around for buses, multiple 
interpretive panels, and a short trail providing additional views 
of the Salmon River estuary and Cascade Head. 
 

     “It’s our hope that the interpretive site will help people con-
nect with the estuary and foster an appreciation for what a spe-
cial place this is,” said Kami Ellingson, a Siuslaw National 
Forest hydrologist involved with the restoration projects since 
2006. 
 

Prepared from a February 8, 2016, Siuslaw National Forest News Release 
“Construction Begins on Cascade Head Interpretive Site.” 
 

U.S. Forest Service Received 
National Park Foundation Grant 
 

The National Park Foundation awarded the Siuslaw National 
Forest a $5,500 grant to offset transportation costs of schools 
sending children to the Cape Perpetua  Scenic Area for field 
trips. 
     Cape Perpetua Scenic Area has long been a favorite school 
trip destination. Each year, about 40 school groups totaling 
2,000 school children visit. But tight budgets make transporting 
students to the Oregon Coast unaffordable for many school 
districts. 
     This Open Outdoors for Kids grant, part of the White 
House’s Every Kid in a Park initiative to connect youths with 
nature on public lands, will help. 
 

Prepared from February 22, 2016 Siuslaw National Forest News Release 
“Cape Perpetua Receives National Grant to Support Field Trips.” 
 

U.S. Forest Service Produced Online 
Interactive Map and Timeline of 2015 
Pacific Northwest Region Wildfire Season 
 

An interactive story map detailing the historic 2015 fire season 
in the Pacific Northwest has been released by the Pacific 
Northwest Region. Both the interactive story map and the full 
narrative summary are available online at <http://
www.fs.usda.gov/main/r6/fire-aviation>. 
     “The 2015 fire season was the most severe in the Pacific 
Northwest’s modern history, with Oregon and Washington ex-
periencing more than 3,800 wildfires that burned more than 1.6 
million acres,” wrote Traci Weaver, Region 6/State BLM Of-
fice public affairs officer for fire communications. “The Forest 
Service commissioned this narrative summary to capture the 
full story, not only for historical purposes, but also to help the 
agency and the public continue to learn from past experiences 
and prepare for future fire seasons.”  
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Feature 
 

Slim, a U.S. Forest Service Mule 
 

Adapted by Les Joslin from 
“Milton ‘Slim’ US-1035 (1943-
1981)” by Evelyn Brown, pub-
lished in the Pacific Northwest 
Region Greensheet on June 6, 
1975, the Oregon Journal on April 
14, 1981, and the August 1981 
Timberlines. 
 
Photographs by Gildemeister-
Gildemeister Photography & De-
sign, used by permission. 
 

Slim was a U.S. Forest Service mule. 
 

     His real name was “Milton.” His number was “US-1035.”  
But he was called “Slim” since he was four years old. Slim was 
born in 1943 into a Forest Service herd at the Ninemile Re-
mount Depot near Missoula, Montana, where Region One bred 
and raised Forest Service saddle and pack stock. 
 

     In 1946 Wade Hall, then district ranger on the Bear-Sleds 
Ranger District, Wallowa National Forest, went to the Perma 
winter range near Missoula to pick out about 35 three-year-old 
mules for Region Six. The mules he chose were shipped by rail 
to Walla Walla where Hall picked them up. About half of the 
lot went to west-side national forests. The other half stayed on 
the Wallowa. Slim had to be one of the mules Hall picked up, 
but he didn’t stand out from the herd then. After all, slim hadn’t 
earned his reputation yet. 
 

     Slim worked the summer of 1946 on the Bear-Sleds Ranger 
District. Then in 1947, Harold Dahl, district ranger on the Un-
ion Ranger District, needed a new saddle horse and a new pack 
animal to replace his old horse, Murphy, and three cantankerous 
mules. He got a beautiful seven-year-old saddle horse named 
Jiggs, and from Bear-Sleds he picked out Slim. “They were a 

pair to remember, the only two I remember distinctly,” Dahl 
recalled. “They were always together. Where one would be the 
other was sure to be there also. Slim was a beauty, 900 pounds, 
in top shape and well trained.” They worked together for many 
years until Jiggs was put out to pasture. 
 

     Dahl left the Union Ranger District in 1956 and Vaughn 
“Jake” Livingston became district ranger and was Slim’s boss 
until 1972 when future OldSmokey Truman Puchbauer was 
district ranger during Slim’s last active year before retirement. 
Ed Holland was one of the main packers Slim had and he used 
Slim for six or seven years for trail work. Slim knew all the 
trails in the high country of the Eagle Cap wilderness and 
helped Ed by carrying stakes for surveying trails for mainte-
nance and reconstruction. Slim followed Holland like a dog 
with a full pack on his back and without a halter rope. 
 

     In 1973, at age 30, Slim 
was slated for disposal, the 
usual course of action when an 
animal becomes old and no 
longer able to do a good day’s 
work. Holland and his wife, 
Carmelita, were attached to 
slim, so asked to take him 
home to live out his days in 
comfortable retirement. Mrs. 
Holland was granted a 
“custody contract” and prom-
ised that Slim would never 
have to work again. He grazed 
the lawn at the Holland resi-
dence all day without running 
off. No fence or halter rope was needed. He followed anyone 
around the pasture just as he did on the trails when he was 
working. 
 

     On July 11, 1975, slim was taken over by the Portland Zoo. 
He made his grand entrance at the zoo before television camer-
as and newspaper reporters. During his retirement, he had been 
in the news often as a Forest Service retiree living a well-earned 
life of leisure in Eastern Oregon without a pension and never on 
welfare. He was placed in a special corral and paddock in the 
children’s zoo and became the darling of the zoo. 
 

     All good things come to an end. On Sunday, April 12, 1981, 
Slim keeled over in his corral and later was given a lethal injec-
tion by the zoo veterinarian who’d determined the animal was 
beyond saving. 
 

     Slim and his successor mules remain symbols of the Forest 
Service. 
 

Editor’s Note: This article about Slim is dedicated to those 
OldSmokeys who have worked with mules and have come to 
appreciate their unique contributions to field work on the na-
tional forests. I greatly appreciate the assistance of Mr. Jerry 
Gildemeister who provided the photographs and permission to 
use them. Jerry also provided two other articles about Slim, one  
by Carmelita Holland, and copies of newspaper clippings about 
Slim, one of which shows him with former Georgia Governor  
and future President Jimmy Carter. 

 

Slim worked in the field with Ed Holland for many years. 
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Changes Compiled by Secretary Deb Warren and 
              Membership Database Manager Bill Funk 
 
Anderson, Carl F. – Change telephone: 541-279-4030 
 

Betzing, Mary Lou – Change address: 424 SW 11th Ave,  
     Portland, OR 97216 
 

Biglor, Gladys – Change e-mail: gbiglor@gmail.com 
 

Carpenter, Miriam N. “Mim” & John R. “Jack” – New 
     members: 60263 Turquoise Rd, Bend, OR 97702 
     Telephone: 541-388-1993  E-mail: spooker51@live.com 
 

Deane, Bob & Norma – Change ZIP code: 97703* 
 

DeMaagd, James “Jim” & Billie Jo – New members: 
     PO Box 120, Welches, OR 97067 
     Telephone: 530-515-9733  E-mail: jimdmag@gmail.com  

 

Gallagher, Patrick J. & Linda – Change address: 
     806 E Silver Pine Rd, Colbert, WA 99005 
 

Gillespie, Carolee – New member:  
     10261 NW 27th St, Terrebonne, OR 97760 
     Telephone: 541-923-0109  E-mail: cgillespie@cbbmail.com 
 

Harshman-Ward, Teresa Lynn & John “Steve” Ward –  
     New members: 52705 Howard Ln, La Pine, OR 97739 
     Telephone: 541-977-4774  E-mail: tandme05@gmail.com 
 

Hetzer, Bob E. & Judy – Change e-mail: 
     bjhetzer@spiretech.com 
 

Lease, Robert E. & Marilyn – Change address: 
     13505 SE River Rd, No. 3030, Milwaukee, OR 97222 
 

Loff, Donald D. “Don” – Deceased January 7, 2016; 
     Jean survives 
 

McGonagill, Keith – Deceased September 26, 2015 
 
 

Nicholas, Norma Lee Deceased April 17, 2015; Bill survives 
 

Quiring, Jim – New member: 
     2103 15th Ave, Forest Grove, OR 97116 
     Telephone: 503-869-9217  E-mail: jimquiring@comcast.net 
 

Peavy, Andrew T. “Andy” – Deceased March 7, 2016; 
     Amy survives 
 

Schloer, Walt & Harriett – Change e-mail: 
     wschloer@gmail.com 
 

Skovlin, Donna Lee McDaniel – Deceased August 14, 2015 
 

Skufca, Elaine – Deceased February 13, 2016 
 

Swartzlender, Richard Dale “Dick” – Deceased December 4, 
      2015; Roberta survives 
 

Vora, Robin S. & Irene – New members: 
     1679 NW Daphne Dr, Bend, OR 97701 
     Telephone: 541-318-4652  E-mail: robinvora1@gmail.com 
 

*The U.S. Postal Service recently changed the ZIP code of sev-
eral, but not all, OldSmokeys in Bend, Oregon, who had a 
97701 code to 97703. Your editor is among these and has found 
this change somewhat awkward.  
 
The 2015 Membership Directory 
is included with this issue of your 
OldSmokeys Newsletter! 

New Members Compiled by Secretary Deb Warren 
 
Welcome to these new OldSmokeys who have joined the Pacif-
ic Northwest Forest Service Association since the Winter 2016 
OldSmokeys Newsletter went to press. 
 

Miriam N. “Mim” & John R. “Jack” Carpenter of Bend, 
Oregon, joined February 8, 2016. Mim and Jack are both U.S. 
Forest Service retirees. Mim retired from the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice in June 2006 as support services supervisor on the Bend-
Fort Rock Ranger District, Deschutes National Forest, after 30 
years of federal service, 28 in the Forest Service in Region 6 
and two with the Veteran’s Administration. After those two VA 
years as a personnel clerk and secretary in Boise, Idaho, Mim 
transferred to the Fremont National Forest on which she served 
in the SO in Lakeview, Oregon, in budget and finance and as 
resource specialist; between those two assignments she was 
timber sale clerk on the Silver Lake Ranger District. Mim trans-
ferred to the Deschutes National Forest SO in Bend as resource 
specialist for timber sale accounting and then as resource super-
visor on the Bend-Fort Rock Ranger District. Jack began his 
federal career with the Soil Conservation Service in which he 
worked as a civil engineering technician in Winnemucca, Neva-
da, and Twisp, Snohomish, and Ritzville, Washington. He 
transferred to the Forest Service as a civil engineering techni-
cian in Twisp and in Boise, Idaho. Then, on the Silver Lake 
Ranger District, he was both civil engineering technician and 
zone engineer responsible for all aspects of engineering includ-
ing roads, bridges, and campgrounds, and then on the 
Deschutes National Forest he was a district and zone engineer 
serving as trail program manager and federal highway coordi-
nator. Jack also served in fire assignments beginning in 1964 as 
a basic firefighter and progressing to Type 1 safety officer 
through September 2006.  
 

James W. “Jim” & Billie Jo DeMaagd of Welches, Oregon, 
joined February 4, 2016. A veteran of 23 years in the U.S. For-
est Service, Jim currently serves on the Mt. Hood National For-
est as deputy forest supervisor. Jim came to his current assign-
ment from the WO where he served as Assistant Director for 
Minerals and Geology Management. Prior to that he was the 
WO lead certified mineral examiner, a geologist and mineral 
examiner in Region 5 as part of the regional mineral examiners 
team, and started his career in 1993 as a temporary geologist on 
the Shasta-Trinity National Forest. Jim met his wife of 17 
years, Billie Jo, while on the Shasta-Trinity where she was a 
budget analyst. She currently works as a budget analyst for the 
Bureau of Reclamation.  She comes from a Forest Service fami-
ly: her late mother, Patsy Newton, worked in personnel and 
ended her career on the Klamath National Forest, her sister 
Mikel Newton retired as a budget analyst on the Fremont-
Winema National Forest, and her sister Peggy Patton spent 
most of her career in Region 6 as a contracting officer. Alt-
hough new to working in Region 6, Jim and Billie have deep 
ties to Oregon through Billie’s family who mostly live in Lake-
view. 
 

                          New Members continue on the next page 
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Carolee Gillespie of Terrebonne, Oregon, joined February 20, 
2016. Carolee retired from the U.S. Forest Service as human 
resource officer on the Deschutes National Forest after 31 years 
with the outfit, 16 in Region 5 and 15 in Region 6. She now 
enjoys gardening and quilting, her grandchildren, and volun-
teering at the primary school in Terrebonne. 
 

Teresa Lynn Harshman-Ward & John “Steve” Ward of La 
Pine, Oregon, joined January 31, 2016. “After working 14 years 
in several aspects of the private forest products industry,” Tere-
sa wrote, “I moved to the Crescent area and started a new career 
with the Deschutes National Forest.” She retired in June 2011 
after 28 years in the U.S. Forest Service, 26 in Region 6 and 
two in Region 1. Her first Forest Service position was a clerk-
typist. During the next few years she experienced and enjoyed 
the positions of purchasing agent, district support services su-
pervisor, district administrative officer, and forest financial 
manager on the Deschutes National Forest. Teresa moved to the 
Bitterroot National Forest as the forest administrative officer 
and after a few years transferred back to Region 6 to the 
Fremont-Winema National Forest and Lakeview District BLM 
interagency administrative officer. During her career she also 
served in such “acting” roles as district recreation officer, dis-
trict ranger, and deputy forest supervisor. “I truly loved my 
wonderful Forest Service and BLM career working with dedi-
cated and interesting people caring for our natural resources,” 
she wrote. Recently returned to Central Oregon, Teresa and 
Steve enjoy fishing and camping there and on the Oregon 
Coast, and Steve continues to manage three water tenders 
which work primarily on state and federal fires. She hopes “to 
reconnect with my Forest Service friends and activities during 
2016.”  
 

Jim Quiring of Forest Grove, Oregon, joined December 28, 
2015,  Jim served 22 years in the U.S. Forest Service—21 of 
those in Region 6—as well as three years in the Oregon Depart-
ment of Forestry and 10 years in the National Park Service from 
which he retired on February 2, 2010. Jim’s Forest Service 
work included recreation and backcountry assignments in the 
Sawtooth National Recreation Area in Idaho and the Wenatchee 
National Forest followed by Mount St. Helens National Volcan-
ic Monument interpretation and visitor center director roles at 
its Silver Lake, Coldwater Ridge, and Johnston Ridge visitor 
centers. Retirement brings park and forest travels in the West, 
time outdoors with grandsons, summers at the family cabin on 
the Little North Fork Santiam River, and a research project on 
the natural and cultural history of the North Santiam country 
including the Willamette National Forest and especially the 
Detroit Ranger District. 
 

 Robin S. & Irene Vora of Bend, Oregon, joined January 3, 
2016. Robin retired from the U.S. Forest Service on the 
Deschutes National Forest on January 1, 2016, after 39 years of 
federal service; 34 years in the Forest Service, five years in the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and six months in the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey. This career included service as a forester, ecol-
ogist, wildlife biologist, and manager. Counting details, Robin 
served on 10 national forests—five of them in California—

during his Forest Service career that also included short-term 
assignments in five foreign countries. After a two-month trip to 
Southeast Asia, Robin intends to stay involved in natural re-
sources as a volunteer or under short-term contracts. He is a 
member of the local Soil and Water Conservation District 
board; serves on three City of Bend committees; and volunteers 
for Habitat for Humanity, the Tower Theatre, and the East Cas-
cades Chapter of the National Audubon Society. Summers at a 
family cabin in Minnesota, possible AD fire assignments, and 
family time are also parts of his retirement picture.  
  

Memories Compiled by Archivist Ray Steiger and 
                                Editor Les Joslin 
 
Farewell to these recently deceased Pacific Northwest Forest 
Service Association members who live on in our memories. 
 

Donald D. “Don” Loff, Sr. died January 7, 2016, at age 84. 
Don was born May 17, 1931, in Duluth, Minnesota, and moved 
at age three with his family to the small Mesabi Range mining 
town of Eveleth, Minnesota, where he grew up, graduated from 
Eveleth High School, and married high school sweetheart Jean 
whom he knew from grade school and was his wife for 64 
years. After graduating from the University of Illinois in Urba-
na with a civil engineering degree in 1955, Don worked for the 
state of Wisconsin as a highway engineer before he, Jean, and 
three children moved to Rapid City, South Dakota, where he 
taught at South Dakota Tech. There he met a U.S. Forest Ser-
vice recruiter and signed on for the 30-year Forest Service ca-
reer that took him and the family to the Pacific Northwest Re-
gion. He began in Portland as a highway engineer, then served 
on the Siuslaw and Gifford Pinchot national forests before as-
signment as assistant regional engineer in Ogden, Utah, for two 
years, and then in Denver, Colorado, for two years. His next 
assignment was to the WO and challenges in geometronics and 
mapping. Don was on the U.S. Board of Geographic Names for 
eight years, and represented the Forest Service at the Interna-
tional Board of Mapping in Stockholm, Sweden, and in Pana-
ma. Don retired from the Forest Service in 1990 as chief engi-
neer for the Rocky Mountain Region and returned to Oregon. 
An active PNWFSA member, Don was an OldSmokeys News-
letter editor and a picnic chairman, and was banquet chairman 
until he died. Survivors include Jean; son Don Loff; daughters 
Sue Fry and Sheri Loff; six grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.  
 

Keith McGonagill died September 26, 2015, at age 89. He was 
born and raised in Seattle, Washington. While growing up, 
when he wasn’t helping his parents in the Bungalow Grocery, 
Keith spent most of his high school years hiking in the Olympic 
and Cascade ranges. He graduated from West Seattle High 
School in 1943 and joined the U.S. Coast Guard. He and Eliza-
beth Ann married in 1945 and, following his discharge, began 
their life together in the Wallingford neighborhood where he 
attended the University of Washington. Following graduation 
with a degree in forestry in 1950, Keith began his U.S. Forest 
Service career on the Trinity National Forest in northern Cali-
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fornia. He subsequently served on the Olympic, Wallowa-
Whitman, Willamette, and Tongass national forests before he 
retired after 31 years in the Forest Service. Among his many 
accomplishments, Keith wrote the Logging Systems Guide. He 
enjoyed the outdoors and passed that spirit on to his four chil-
dren. 
Editor’s Note: Prepared from information provided by Lynn 
Sissel.  
 

Norma Lee Nicholas died April 17, 2015, at age 76. She was 
the wife of William K. “Bill” Nicholas. Norma was born April 
12, 1939, in Northridge, California. She married Bill in Reno, 
Nevada, on March 13, 1965. Survivors include Bill; sons Jo-
seph, John, and Mark Nicholas; daughters Jennifer Caffrey, 
Jean Nicholas, and Stephanie Nicholas; seven grandchildren 
and 12 foster children. 
Editor’ Note: Bill apprised PNWFSA of Norma’s death in Janu-
ary 2016. 
 

Andrew T. “Andy” Peavy died March 7, 2016, at age 60. 
Editor’s Note: Andy retired from the U.S. Forest Service at the 
WO on September 30, 2013, after 32 years of service. Infor-
mation with which to prepare a complete memorial entry had 
not been received by publication deadline, and such a memorial 
will appear in the Summer 2016 OldSmokeys Newsletter. The 
following poignant March 8 memorial by his son Orion, pub-
lished in OldSmokeys eNote No. 1838 on March 9, 2016, is 
republished here for those who do not receive eNotes or may 
have missed that one. 
“The world is not fair. This in and of itself is no surprise to any-
body. Yesterday afternoon my father died. He had just turned 
60 in February and was in the prime of his retirement. Back in 
September my parents celebrated their 33rd wedding anniver-
sary, took possession of their home in Hawaii, and have spent 
the last 6 month living wonderfully happy lives in paradise. 
Yesterday Dad and Mom enjoyed many of their favorite things 
and Dad died suddenly and peacefully while Mom was out of 
the house. My whole family is in a state of shock right now, 
nothing feels real. A good way to honor my father is not to put 
off till tomorrow those things that make you happy. Seize the 
day and go after them now.” 
 

Donna Lee McDaniel Skovlin died August 14, 2015, at age 
84. She was the widow of Jon Skovlin. Donna McDaniel was 
born July 10, 1931, in Wallowa, Oregon, where she grew up 
and graduated from Wallowa High School in 1949. She gradu-
ated from Oregon State College in 1953 and, as a student there, 
met Jon Matthew Skovlin of Enterprise, Oregon. They married 
in 1952, and started their 61 years of married life as U.S. Forest 
Service wilderness guards and fire lookouts in the Eagle Cap 
Wilderness and the Wallowa Mountains. Jon, a retired Forest 
Service forest and range researcher who was obsessed with 
gathering history, and Donna, who liked to make sense of it, 
wrote four books of local history published by their Cove, Ore-
gon, Reflections Publishing Company. Their last book, Into the 
Minam: The History of a River and its People, was published in 
2011 and reviewed in the Winter 2012 OldSmokeys Newsletter. 
Donna loved the natural world, and just six weeks before she 

died enjoyed a nine-mile hike into the Minam. Survivors in-
clude Donna and Jon’s son Kirk Skovlin; daughters Lisa 
Eriksen, Meleah Ashford, and Kelly Skovlin; and 10 grandchil-
dren.    
 

Elaine Skufca died February 13, 2016, at age 87. She was the 
widow of Tony Skufca, Region 6 Director of Recreation in the 
1970s. Elaine cook was born October 16, 1928, in the coal min-
ing community of Mt. Harris, Colorado. She married Tony in 
September 1948, and she and their four children followed his 
Forest Service career to Colorado, Wyoming, South Dakota, 
Maryland, and finally Oregon where they settled in Hillsboro in 
1973. She was a wonderful, faithful, loving wife and mother. 
Survivors include her daughters Kris, Debbie, and Cindy, and 
one grandson. 
 

Richard Dale “Dick” Swartzlender died December 4, 2015, 
at age 93. Dick was born December 22, 1921, in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, grew up in Tipton, Iowa, and graduated from Tipton High 
School in 1940. He moved to Oregon in 1941 to attend Oregon 
State College, but left to serve in the U.S. Navy from late 1942 
to Christmas Day 1945. After that World War II service in the 
South Pacific, Dick returned to Oregon State where he earned a 
B.S. degree in forest management in 1948, joined the U.S. For-
est Service, served on the Willamette National Forest, and mar-
ried Roberta in San Francisco on October 30, 1949. Called back 
into the Navy for Korean War service in USS Iowa (BB-61), 
Dick returned to the Forest Service in 1952 to serve on the 
Olympic National Forest. He then served as a U.S. Department 
of Agriculture auditor and on the Mt. Hood and Fremont na-
tional forests before serving as forest supervisor of the Umpqua 
National Forest from which he retired in January 1985. Dick 
and Roberta remained in Roseburg until summer 2015 when 
health concerns led them to move to assisted living in Red-
mond, Oregon, near family. Dick enjoyed hunting and fishing, 
especially in Alaska, and was active in Roseburg civic affairs as 
well as in the American Legion, Masons, Elks, and the Presby-
terian Church. Survivors include his wife Roberta; sons Dale 
and David Swartzlender; daughter Lynn Fields; and numerous 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
 

Letters Selected by Editor Les Joslin 
 
 

The Letters section provides readers an opportunity to share 
thoughts and comments with other readers. Most of these letters 
are sent directly to the editor and have not been previously pub-
lished; however, a few are reprinted from those published 
online in OldSmokey eForum or OldSmokey eNotes. 
 
Rolf Anderson commented on the Ivan Doig article in the 
     Winter 2016 OldSmokeys Newlsetter 
 

I, too, am a fan of Ivan Doig.  His account of his early years in 
This House of Sky just blew me away. A tough, tough begin-
ning. Most of those early years were spent in the mountains and 
basin around White Sulphur Springs where I spent my first year 
with the Forest Service. I can visually recall many of the scenes 
he described. He left the area and moved north to the area that 
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One handed me a beer and said “Drink!” I had no choice. I 
asked if they carried guns, and to my surprise both pulled their 
guns and laid them on the bar! The bar tender about fainted. 
 

Don Nelson commented on OldSmokey Ed Schultz’s daughter 
Great to have Ed [and Mae] Schultz’s daughter Leanne Marten 
as the new Region 1 regional forester. I knew her as a high 
school student in Sheridan, Wyoming, when Ed was the forest 
supervisor on the Bighorn National Forest. 
 

Fern Nilsen commented on the OldSmokeys Newsletter 
I enjoy reading your well-done newsletter. 
 

Bob VanAken commented on the OldSmokeys Newsletter 
Your newsletter is great and I enjoy all the news. 
 

Mike Lunn commented on public land confrontations 
I hope everyone realizes this type of confrontation [e.g., the  
January 2 to February 11, 2016, occupation of the Malheur Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge headquarters] isn’t done only by the 
ranchers and right-wing type. 
 

     In the mid-1990s, several national forests, including the Sis-
kiyou National Forest where I was forest supervisor, endured 
long standoffs with occupiers on our timber sales. The Siskiyou 
went through months of protests on Sugarloaf (although effec-
tive law enforcement prevented occupation), but then China 
Left was just a mess. While there likely were no arms, there 
was still a lot of dangerous mischief going on. We had occupi-
ers throughout the sale, roads damaged, roofing nails scattered 
in the roads, and all the tools protestors used back then. We also 
had forays by ELF [Earth Liberation Front] during one period 
when we suspected our ranger stations were going to be blown 
up. My house was staked out by a group of law enforcement 
folks to prevent an attack based on intelligence they pulled to-
gether and I received numerous threats. My buddy Rich Stem 
on the Willamette National Forest was going through his own 
piece of hell with the Warner Creek occupation that lasted for 
months and months. 
 

     These weren’t loggers, ranchers, or right-wingers doing the 
protests; these were environmental activists. And they caused 
the same kind of fear that the good people of Burns and Harney 
County [endured]. On both sale areas (Warner Creek and China 
Left), the Clinton Administration absolutely would not allow 
the protestors to be removed. Finally it became too dangerous 
to allow to continue, so Rich and I directed law enforcement to 
end the occupations without higher level approval. Had we not 
done that, I feel confident something bad would have happened 
either from angry loggers or from the protestors escalating the 
confrontations. Once done, no one at the higher levels ever 
commented on the removal actions to my knowledge, but I had 
to take a deep breath before directing my special agent to move 
forward. It wasn’t politically correct to stop those kinds of pro-
tests. 
 

     There are a lot of things that can be improved about how 
well our government agencies listen to the concerns of the citi-
zens they serve, and how responsive they are when issues arise. 
Maybe [the] Burns [experience] can help bring improved dia-
logue over the big issues. 

inspired English Creek only a year or two before I arrived in 
White Sulphur Springs. 
     My favorite of his books, and probably my favorite overall 
book, is Dancing at the Rascal Fair. The scene where the new 
forest ranger stops by their sheep ranch, capturing the imagina-
tion of the young boy—who becomes a ranger himself—is 
locked in my mind.  
 

Jim Bull commented on the Ivan Doig article 
I can’t remember when I first received a recommendation to 
read English Creek. I put it on my “to read sometime” list but 
somehow never got around to it until three years ago. I have 
now completed [Doig’s] Montana trilogy [as well as] The Sea 
Runners, This House of Sky, and The Bartender’s Tale, and the 
rest of his works are now on my “to read” list. 
     I am constantly in awe of Ivan’s talent for capturing land-
scapes—physical, social, and emotional—that at times make 
me think I am at a movie, a fly on the wall observing the action, 
or weeping at the beauty of his prose. He is my favorite author 
without any doubt. 
 

Zane Smith commented on the Ivan Doig article 
Betty and I were particularly pleased with your piece on Ivan 
Doig and his English Creek novel. We really related to it as it 
resembled our story in that part of Montana. My dad was forest 
supervisor of the Lewis & Clark National Forest which encom-
passed the area of the story. Betty’s dad was a grazing permit-
tee on the forest. We met at the University of Montana and that 
led to our marriage. The forest officer’s son marries the 
rancher’s daughter. It is now almost 62 years of bliss. 
     We became fans of Doig and have every one of his 15 
books, all but one (The Sea Runners) set in Montana. We had 
the pleasure of him signing a book during a trip to Great Falls 
and attended one of his lectures at Oregon State. Sadly, Doig 
died about a year ago, but his last novel, Last Bus to Wisdom, 
just came out. 
 

Temple Hahn commented on the “Willard Ranger Station” 
     Uncle Sam’s Cabins article in Fall 2015 OldSmokeys News- 
     letter 
I enjoyed the article on the Willard Ranger Station cabin. I 
bunked there in the summer of 1955 as a member of a Gifford 
Pinchot National Forest SO survey and road design team work-
ing for Bob Tokarczyk. 
 

Ray Steiger commented on “The First Lady and the Ranger” 
     feature in Winter 2016 OldSmokeys Newsletter 
I read with great interest your story because I was there! The 
photos were taken by me. Bush [Dick Buscher] assigned me as 
emergency medic for the hike that never happened and as the 
official photographer, and I was the escort for the Secret Ser-
vice guys who checked out her room before she got there. 
     Now about those Secret Service guys. After they checked 
out her room, by seeing if there was a microphone in the bou-
quet of flowers that Timberline Lodge provided, they asked me 
where the bar was. “Can you drink on duty,” I asked. “We’re 
done with our job,” they replied. “The other Secret Service 
guys are with the President’s wife.” They ordered me to have a 
beer with them, and I said I couldn’t because I was on duty. 
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Books 
 

OldSmokey Jack Ward Thomas’s 
Trilogy of Memoirs Published by 
the Boone and Crockett Club 
 

Bu Les Joslin 
 

No words anyone might write to review these three books 
by OldSmokey and thirteenth Chief of the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice Jack Ward Thomas, recently published by the Boone 
and Crockett Club, could approach those selected from 
the forwards by Char Miller, John McLean, and Robert 
Model to their selected volumes. 
 

     The first of these, “Forks in the Trail is a collection of sto-
ries about the experience that shaped the values, knowledge, 
skills, and decisions of a field biologist who came from a hard-
scrabble Texas farm and eventually rose to the pinnacles of 
natural resource leadership in Washington, D.C.,” Professor 
Miller wrote. More than just a rehash of “old war stories, time-
lines, and reiteration of his curriculum vitae,” the first book of 
Jack’s trilogy “offers intensely personal reflections of life les-
sons—of the ‘foibles, fears, mistakes, adventures, misadven-
tures, successes, failures, and comedies of errors and ego’—
learned along the way to a full, remarkable career.” This 334-
page book includes 25 black-and-white photographs. 
 
 

     Wilderness Journals is characterized by writer John McLean 
as “smooth sippin’-whiskey for the outdoorsman’s soul. But it’s 
also espresso for those determined to keep America’s wildest 
places untrammeled by man.” The book “tells the story of how 
Thomas came to know ‘the high lonesome,’ and how his expe-
riences packing into rough country with fine horses and good 
friends would fuel his passion and vision as chief of the U.S. 
Forest Service” from 1993 through 1996. This 288-page book 
includes 12 black-and-white photographs. 
 
 

     Hunting Around the World, Robert Model wrote, “offers the 
best accumulated stories, nostalgia, and wisdom of a quintes-
sential hunter-conservationist.” What’s more, “Thomas offers 
thoughtful analysis of why he hunted, to simple-minded critics 
of hunting, and habitat loss as the greatest threat to both wild-
life and hunting.” This 240-page book includes 13 black-and-
white photographs. 

 

Something Different! 
 

This sign looks familiar at a distance. But as one gets 
closer one is apt to think he or she has forgotten how to 
read. Unless, of course, one is Polish! 
     This sign was posted on the White Mountain National  
Forest in New Hampshire in 1929 for the information of 
Polish-speaking woodcutters. Here’s what it says” 
 

NOTICE TO WOODCUTTERS 
Timber cut down under contract, and therefore every 
worker should conform to the following conditions: 
 

     1. Cut down trees marked by the Chief Forester of the 
         United States—AND NO OTHERS! 
 

     2.  Do not cut down unnecessarily or injure small 
          trees while cutting, measuring, or building 
          roads. 
     3.  Smoking in the woods is prohibited from April 1 
          to November 30. 
 

     4.  Campfires are forbidden from April 1 to Novem- 
          ber 30 except in places designated by the Chief 
          Forester and with his permission. 
 

TO VIOLATE THE ABOVE REGULATIONS 
will mean the suspension of tree cutting 

or the dismissal of workers. 
 

Many thanks to OldSmokey Dave Govatski of Jefferson, 
New Hampshire, for providing this sign and its transla-
tion. 

 OldSmokey Newsletter 
Editor Job Available! 
 

If interested, please contact 
Les Joslin at 541-330-0331 or 
<lesjoslin@aol.com> for 
complete information! 
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Uncle Sam’s Cabins 
 

Antlers Guard Station 
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest, Oregon 
 

By Les Joslin 
 

Just the name “Antlers Guard Station” conjures up the days 
when U.S. Forest Service guards and crews were posted 
throughout national forests at guard stations which were, essen-
tially, satellites of ranger stations. Those days are mostly gone, 
but many of these historic guard stations are restored and rented 
to the recreating public. 
     Antlers Guard Station was built by the Civilian Conservation 
Corps in 1935 on the then Whitman National Forest (merged 
with the Wallowa National Forest in 1954 to form today’s Wal-
lowa-Whitman National Forest) “to allow crews to stay where 
they worked” in an era when roads were not yet well devel-
oped. Fire prevention and suppression were its primary uses. 
     Accessible by car and available for rent most of the year, the 
historic station is nestled in a ponderosa pine forest on the west 
bank of the scenic North Fork of the Burnt River. “Antlers 
Guard Station is a cozy, rustic cabin with two small rooms,” 
according to the Recreation.gov website. “Guests…can still get 
away from it all while enjoying the basic comforts of home.” 
Summer visitors may explore the ghost town of Whitney, once 
home to railway and sawmill workers, just two miles away, and 
enjoy hiking, mountain biking down forest roads, hunting, and 
riding OHVs on specified routes. Fishing is popular and gold 
panning is permitted. Winter visitors enjoy cross-country skiing 
and snowmobiling on nearby groomed snowmobile routes. 
     To get there from Unity, Oregon: go northwest 2 miles to-
ward John Day on U.S. Highway 26. Turn right (north) on State 
road 245 and go past Unity Reservoir. Approximately 2 miles 
past the reservoir, turn left (north) on County Road 535 (which 
becomes County Road 529) and go 18 miles to the Antlers 
Guard Station on the right. Driving time from Unity is about 45 
minutes. 
     For additional rental information and for access information 
from Baker City and John Day see “Antlers Guard Station Cab-
in” on Recreation.gov website. 

     Each of these books is priced at $24.95 and available at 
booksellers as well as from the Boone and Crockett Club online 
at <http://www.boone-crockett.org/jwt/#forks>  where there is 
much more information or toll-free at 1-888-840-4868. A pa-
perback box set of all three is available from Boone and Crock-
ett Club for $89.95. 
 
Cheryl Hill Brings Us 
Fire Lookouts of Oregon 
 

Cheryl Hill, the West Linn, Oregon, 
reference librarian who in March 
2014 brought us Images of America: 
Mount Hood National Forest 
(reviewed in the Spring 2014 
OldSmokeys Newsletter), has au-
thored a second book in that Arcadia 
Publishing series that many 
OldSmokeys will find irresistible. 
Why? Because many OldSmokeys 
who began their U.S. Forest Service careers as fire lookouts 
will find their old lookouts enshrined in this new book, that’s 
why! 
     Images of America: Fire Lookouts of Oregon, released on 
March 28, showcases in 128 pages of captioned photographs 
many of the hundreds of fire lookouts built in Oregon over the 
past 100 years. As many OldSmokeys know and Cheryl writes, 
less than 175 of these lookouts remain and only about half of 
those are still staffed. Some, of course, are being repurposed as 
recreation rentals, and volunteers are working to save other 
historic lookouts. 
     The photographs in this book come from the collections of 
the Forest Service, the National Archives, other organizations, 
and private collections. 
     Images of America: Fire Lookouts of Oregon (ISBN-10 
1467134864, ISBN-13 978-1467134866), 128 pages, profusely 
illustrated with historic photographs, retails for $21.99 and is 
available from booksellers and <www.arcadia publishing.com> 
and <Amazon.com>. 
 

—Les Joslin 
 
OldSmokeys are Pictured and Profiled in 
Just Published Legendary Locals of Bend 
 

OldSmokeys Jim Barrett, Walt Schloer, and Robin Gyorgy-
falvy are among a multitude of “legendary locals” of Bend, 
Oregon, profiled in the 128-page book Legendary Locals of 
Bend published on January 25, 2016, by Arcadia Publishing and 
previewed in the Winter 2016 OldSmokeys Newsletter. A 
fourth, OldSmokey Jim Leep, appears in Robin’s photograph. 
 

     Among other U.S. Forest Service personnel featured in the 
book is Deputy Chief of the Forest Service for the National 
Forest System  Leslie A. C. Weldon who served as Deschutes 
National Forest supervisor for several years early this century. 
Several late OldSmokeys who appear together in the book in-
clude Gail Baker, Ralph Crawford, and Joe Lammi. 

 
Antlers Guard Station 
nestles in a ponderosa 
pine forest on the 
Wallowa-Whitman 
National Forest. 
 

U.S. Forest Service photograph 

 

Do you have a favorite U.S. Forest Service Region 6 
historic ranger station or guard station still on the 
ground that you would like to see featured as one of 
Uncle Sam’s Cabins? If so, write it up and send it in 
with a photograph to your OldSmokeys Newlsetter! 
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Out of the Past 
 

Before Smokey Bear, Uncle Sam Himself 
Got into the Forest Fire Prevention Act 
 

By Les Joslin 
 

In June 1937, American artist James Montgomery Flagg—
famous for his iconic World War II recruiting poster on which 
Uncle Sam says “I Want You”—painted his Uncle Sam in a 
U.S. Forest Service uniform pointing at a forest fire. “Your 
Forests, Your Fault, Your Loss,” the still-timely caption read. 
 

     President Franklin D. Roosevelt accepted the painting on 
behalf of the U.S. Government, and thousands of posters were 
made from it in a campaign to prevent forest fires—eight years 
before Smokey Bear joined the act. 
 

     Flagg’s painting of Uncle Sam fighting a forest fire was his 
first donated work for the government since World War I.  

My First Forest Service Job 
 

How Sonny J. O’Neal Joined 
the U.S. Forest Service in 1963 
 

By Joyce O’Neal 
 

Sonny always knew he would work his whole life in Arkansas 
for the U.S. Forest Service. Arkansas was our home state. He 
had seen the Ouachita National Forest supervisor’s office in 
Hot Springs. 
     We were teen sweethearts. We married on August 28, 1960, 
while attending college. Sonny graduated from the University 
of Arkansas at Monticello, then Arkansas A&M, with a forestry 
degree in 1963. 
     One day Sonny bounded through the door of our small mo-
bile home. “Joyce, you know how I always figured on working 
in Arkansas for the Forest Service. I’ve been set on that for a 
long time. I recently said in class that I was taking the first job 
offer I received. That first offer just came. It is to Price, Utah. 
Can you believe Arkansas would let someone else offer me a 
job first?” Sonny sat there, shaking his head in disbelief. Finally 
he said, “I have to keep my word. We’re going to Utah! Joyce, 
do you know anything about Utah?” 
     “Well, it’s not far from California,” I said. “It has the Great 
Salt Lake and people called Mormons.” We went to the library 
to discover the rainfall, altitude, and that Mormons are called 
Latter Day Saints. We were excited about moving out West. 
     The garage attendant who checked our car for the long trek 
in March said, “Hey, Sonny, where are you going?” Sonny re-
plied, “Utah.” The mechanic questioned, “Ain’t that Utah right 
next to Jaypan?” Sonny smiled and nodded, “They’re both out 
West and a long ways from here!” 
     We were on our way to Utah. I was pregnant, and fearful of 
miscarriage I kept myself elevated off the seat as much as pos-
sible. I was exhausted that first night, and thereafter had to trust 
the baby’s safety to me sitting on the car seat. 
     Three days later in Utah, as we approached Moab, all I could 
see was desert and herds of sheep. “Sonny, they’re going to 
have you counting sheep droppings because there are no trees,” 
I said. It was a joke. 
     Soon we were in Price, Utah. There were snow-capped, tree-
covered mountains. It was gorgeous. 
     Sonny’s first year on the Manti-La Sal National Forest was 
to be Bob Thompson’s range assistant. Sonny had to collect 
plants, classify them, and learn them. Bob was a great mentor. 
As part of range analysis, Sonny put down hoops and counted 
the sheep droppings. 
     After six months of no-tree work, Sonny sighed, “Joyce, 
please never tell me again as long as we live what kind of job 
I’m going to have in the Forest Service.” 
     I honored that request for his long and wonderful career in 
the U.S. Forest Service. He always said he had his dream job. 
Sonny retired four years before his death on December 2, 2007. 
     Yes, Sonny was a man of his word. 
 

Editor’s Note: Sonny O’Neal retired in 2003 as forest supervi-
sor, Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest. 
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Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association 
P.O. Box 5583 
Portland, OR 97228-5583 
  
www.oldsmokeys.org 
 
 

 
 

The OldSmokeys Newsletter is published quarterly by the Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) for the benefit 
of its members and various offices of the U.S. Forest Service in Region 6. Copies are also made available to all other U.S. Forest 
Service retiree organizations. Annual PNWFSA membership is $20. Lifetime membership is $250. Specific requirements for mem-
bership eligibility and a membership application are available from the PNWFSA, P.O. Box 5583, Portland, Oregon 97728-5583. 

Note: Your mailing label shows the year through which your dues are paid. For example, if your label shows “16” your dues are 
paid through December 31, 2016. If it shows “LT” you are a lifetime member and owe no further dues. 
 
Join us for lunch on the last Friday of every month at The Old Spaghetti Factory, 0715 S.W. Bancroft 
Street off Macadam Avenue, just south of downtown Portland, Oregon, at 11:00 a.m. 

Spring 2016 

 

Officers 
President, Jim Rice;   President-elect, Ron Boehm;   Past President, Al Matecko;  Secretary, Debra Warren; 
Recording Secretary, Susan Triplett;      Treasurer, Dick Bennett;     Membership Database Manager, Bill Funk; 
Archivist, Ray Steiger; Newsletter Editor, Les Joslin; E-Mail Editor, Vern Clapp; Website Manager, Don Nearhood; 
Membership Chair, Doug MacDonald;   Community Outreach Chair, Bev Pratt;  Banquet Chair, vacant;  Picnic 
Chair, Rick Larson; National Association of Forest Service Retirees Representative, Ranotta McNair. 
 
Area Representatives 
Regional Office, Al Matecko; Research Station, Cindy Miner, Debra Warren; Colville, Al Garr; Deschutes, Dennis Dietrich; 
Fremont, Richard “Buck” Woodward; Gifford Pinchot, Phil Dodd; Gifford Pinchot (east), Jim Bull; Gifford Pinchot (west), va-
cant; Malheur vacant; Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie, Lee Boecksteigel; Mt. Hood, Jim Tierney;  Ochoco, Denise Reinhart, Dave 
Zalunardo;  Okanogan, Bill Krell;  Olympic, Chris Anderson, Dave Yates;  Rogue River, Jerry Wojack, Tom Lupes; Siskiyou, 
Eileen Blakely, Joel King; Siuslaw, Ted Gump; Umatilla, Phil Kline; Umpqua, Bill Blackwell; Wallowa-Whitman, Art Schimke; 
Wenatchee, Kjell Bakke, Fred Walk; Willamette, Al Sorseth; Doug MacDonald; Winema, Ted Yarosh, Mike Gouette. 
 
Address Changes? Please let PNWFSA know. A few weeks delay can result in not getting your newsletter. 


