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Elmer Moyer represented the best of the OldSmokeys. Like you, he took passion in the outfit and its people. He never complained, 

just went about building a better place and a better tomorrow for all. I first met Elmer when Regional Forester Linda Goodman and 

Deputy Regional Forester Mike Ash asked me to work with the planning team for the 2005 U.S. Forest Service Centennial Reunion 

held in Portland. Elmer was one of those OldSmokeys who just went about seeing the Reunion would be a success, and he did what-

ever was necessary. And I must say, the 2005 Reunion was the hallmark of all reunions! 
 

After he passed away, the OldSmokeys Board of Directors did a wonderful thing in establishing the Elmer Moyer Memorial Emer-

gency Fund to be used to help in emergency situations. It was an outstanding idea to honor not just Elmer but all the OldSmokeys! 
 

Suring the summer fires on the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, two Forest Service members and a volunteer lost their homes 

and all their possessions. Because of an earlier Board’s foresight to create the Elmer Moyer fund, we were able to send three checks 

to the affected individuals. It should also be noted when one of the three said he’d be honored to join our group, Bob Devlin immedi-

ately paid the dues. These actions show how valued all of you are and how much passion and dedication you have for all Forest Ser-

vice people—retired and still serving! 
 

To those who attended this year’s picnic, it was great to see everyone, and see the joy of old friends gathering together. Rick Lar-

son, who arranges for the catering, and Deb Warren, who keeps track of the money and the list of attendees, deserve a lion’s share 

of the credit for the event—as well as Bev Pratt and Mary Moyer who again made sure no detail was left undone! In addition, it 

was great to have Mike Kerrick, Rolf Anderson, and others display the good work OldSmokeys’ grants have accomplished along 

with the hard work of OldSmokey volunteers. 
 

As we start the Holiday Season, it is nice to give thanks to all of you for making the organization what it is—a caring, thoughtful 

group who take the time and make the effort to make the Forest Service a better place! 
 

All the best of the Holidays to you and your families! 
 

Al Matecko 
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Forum 
 

Outsourcing by Any Other Name? 
 

Some years ago courageous U.S. Forest Service personnel, re-

tirees, and others who value the National Forest System stood 

strong—and at least somewhat successfully—against a presi-

dential administration’s “competitive sourcing” efforts to turn 

much national forest management over to private contractors. 

     Yet the practice of outsourcing continues under other 

names—perhaps by design, or perhaps by default as another 

presidential administration focuses on other priorities—and 

raises the possibility the Forest Service could become more a 

contract-administering rather than field-operating organization. 
 

Recreation concessionaires 

Campers see it in national forest campgrounds, the majority 

now operated by for-profit companies called “concessionaires.” 

     “Both the Forest Service and the companies regard the con-

cessionaire program as a great success in public-private partner-

ship (the term they prefer to ‘privatization’), and consider it an 

essential tool for keeping campgrounds open in a time of gov-

ernment belt-tightening and reduced staffing,” Cally Carswell 

wrote in “The privatization of public campground management” 

in a recent edition of High Country News. Some members of the 

public find fault with concessionaire profit-making from public 

recreation resources. Others find fault with a March 28, 2014, 

federal court decision that concessionaires are not subject to the 

same recreation fee rules as the agency and with how this could 

negate the value of their federal recreation passes. 

     In recent years, the public-private partnership practice has 

crept into the operation of national forest visitor centers at 

which the Forest Service itself once met its public and provided 

information and assistance. In the Pacific Northwest Region, for 

example, operation of the visitor center at historic Clackamas 

Lake Ranger Station was in 2011 turned over to Northwest 

Lands Management, a California-based park and campground 

management company that specializes in providing visitor, hos-

pitality, and retail services to parks and campgrounds in Oregon 

and Washington. This is the concessionaire which operates 

many of that national forest’s campgrounds. 

     In the Rocky Mountain Region, the cash-strapped Grand 

Mesa National Forest (a member of the “Grand Mesa, Uncom-

phagre, and Gunnison National Forests” lumping also known as 

“GMUG”) has all but turned over the beautiful Grand Mesa 

Visitor Center constructed in 1991 and refurbished at a cost of 

$600,000 to a county-interpretive association-outfitter guide 

combination for operation. During fiscal year 2011, 46,175 peo-

ple (plus 300 more per day just to use the restrooms) visited the 

center along the Grand Mesa National Scenic Byway. 

     These trends involve less Forest Service “serving people” 

contact with national forest visitors and raises questions about 

the quality of what used to be called Visitor Information Ser-

vices (VIS) as well as public perceptions of the agency’s image 

and relevance. OldSmokeys who understand the importance of 

putting an appropriate public face on an agency’s public service 

are concerned that the only Forest Service representative many 

visitors meet these days is either selling them a ticket or writing 

them a ticket. 
 

Stewardship contracting 
And then there’s “stewardship contracting,” the use of end-

results contracting to increase the pace and scope of forest res-

toration activities on federal public lands permanently author-

ized when Congress passed and President Barack Obama signed 

the 2014 Farm Bill on February 7 to the approval of many for 

its many merits. A primary merit is, in plain language, forest 

harvesting pays for forest restoration. 

     “Forest conservationists and timber harvesters in particular 

celebrated [this authorization] which allows the U.S. Forest 

Service and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to issue 

contracts to timber harvesters and increases forest restoration 

efforts,” American Forests said in a February 10, 2014, online 

article by John-Miguel Dalbey. “These contracts, which are set 

for 10 years at a time, allow for timber harvesters to conduct 

prescribed burns as well as thin forests that would otherwise 

become dangerously dense, thus preventing wildfires.” 

     “Chris Topik, director of the Restoring America’s Forests 

program under The Nature Conservancy, stated that ‘…

permanent stewardship contracting authority…provides certain-

ty to communities, industry and conservationists to expand the 

collaborative forestry that improves the health of our federal 

forests that desperately need attention,’ adding that there would 

be ‘no increased taxpayer spending.’ Representatives from the 

Federal Forest Resource Coalition and the National Association 

of Forest Service Retirees made similar statements of support. 

We now look forward to working with the federal agencies to 

ensure the implementation of this tool is efficient and effec-

tive….”   
 

A cautionary tale or two 

Along the Great Divide Trail in Canada—on which OldSmokey 

Jon Stewart walked another 600 miles or so after completing 

the Continental Divide Trail trek he reports in a new book, 

Walking Away From The Land, reviewed in the Books section 

of this issue—Jon saw how Canada’s provincial governments 

“happily surrender management and oversight [of public lands] 

to whatever mining, petroleum, timber, or other business inter-

est willing to extract a resource from the land. The leaseholders 

take control of their parcels, install gates and build roads at their 

convenience—all with the tacit approval of the governments” 

which, at least in terms of other uses and apparently of applied  

land and resource stewardship, walk away from the land.  As a 

result, a lack of current maps and guidebooks—not to mention 

trail maintenance and marking—“makes traversing [these 

lands] far more challenging” than even our seasoned, intrepid 

trekker anticipates. 

     What comes through is Jon’s concern that the same could 

happen on United States public lands. Is this, in a way, a cau-

tionary tale applicable to stewardship contracting and other 

public-private management of National Forest System lands and 

their resources? 

     By chance, while staffing our High Desert Ranger Station at 

the High Desert Museum on July 18, Jon met a retired Canadian 

forester from Merritt, British Columbia, who told of leaving the 
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B.C. Forest Service very soon after the agency’s 1985 turnover 

of the lands it managed to the private sector. He voiced the 

same concerns about the B.C. Forest Service some of us have 

about the U.S. Forest Service: too many young, office-bound 

bureaucrats who spend too much time at computers and lack 

knowledge of basic field forestry let alone any interest in prac-

ticing it. Jon found this forester a fascinating gent knowledgea-

ble of and concerned about how forestry is being practiced—or 

not—in both the United States and Canada. 

     While public-private partnerships certainly have merit, they 

also pose new challenges to U.S. Forest Service and other fed-

eral agency professionals who must ask and answer the ques-

tion: “Is the future ‘forest ranger’ to be no more than a govern-

ment contracting officer?” And “Can he or she do so in a way 

that effective agency ‘caring for the land and serving people’ 

still happens?” And, if so, “How will the Forest Service prepare 

its personnel for such change and such challenges?” 
 

--Les Joslin 

 

Ranger Exam Rangers and Respect 
 

Editor’s Note: A flurry of e-mails this summer about the old 

U.S. Forest Service ranger exam reminded OldSmokey Bill 

Conklin about rangers he knew. 
 

I had the honor of starting my U.S. Forest Service career while 

many of the early rangers—and many of their successors—

were still working. 
 

     On my first assignment my ranger was short of funds, so I 

volunteered to work on an adjacent district. The ranger there 

was Steve Yurich, a World War II combat Marine and Colora-

do State forestry graduate who eventually served as regional 

forester in Missoula, Montana, and Milwaukee, Wisconsin. It 

was a real honor to work for him. 
 

     My second ranger was one who took the ranger’s exam and 

became an instant ranger. He was sent to the West where you 

were expected to be knowledgeable of horses, so he acquired 

livestock and went out at night to practice. He was an interest-

ing guy to work for except for a few bad habits. He tried to save 

money in all sorts of ways, like reusing mailing envelopes, put-

ting his pickup in neutral at the top of a hill and coasting. 
 

     When I took the Taylor River Ranger District in Gunnison, 

Colorado, the ex-ranger was one who was there in the early 

1930s. He said when he took the district, he pulled up to the 

forest supervisor’s office with his horses, the supervisor pointed 

north and told him his district headquarters was 30 miles that 

way. It was the last time he saw him all summer. 
 

     This was a time when the Forest Service had tremendous 

respect. It’s too bad we lost it. 
 

--Bill Conklin  

 

“I may disapprove of what you say, 

but will defend to the death your right to say it.” 

—Attributed to Voltaire 

 

Forum continues on page 24 

OldSmokeys News 
 

OldSmokeys Moved Quickly to Aid 

U.S. Forest Service Victims of 

Carlton Complex Fire 
 

The Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) 

on July 31, 2014, sent Elmer Moyer Memorial Emergency Fund 

checks for $500.00 to each of two U.S. Forest Service personnel 

who lost their homes in the Carlton Complex Fire that de-

stroyed over 300 homes as it blackened over 256,000 acres of 

national forest and other public and private lands.  

     Dave Hopkins, a fisheries technician on the Methow Valley 

Ranger District, and Charlie McCarthy, of the North Cascades 

Smokejumper Base about midway between Winthrop and 

Twisp, were provided the funds to assist them with immediate 

needs in the wakes of their personal disasters as soon as PNWF-

SA President Al Matecko authorized Treasurer Dick Bennett 

to issue the checks. Quick action was facilitated by an emergen-

cy online PNWFSA Board of Directors meeting that approved 

the assistance. 

     District Ranger Mike Liu, who reported the losses of these 

employees’ homes, subsequently reported arrangements for 

Dave Hopkins to rent an available U.S. Government house. 

    A third check for $100.00 was issued to Katie Webber, a 

biologist who has been a volunteer on the Methow Valley 

Ranger District’s wolverine project and was working on its bea-

ver project in partnership with the Washington Department of 

Fish and Wildlife. “As such, she is technically a state employee 

but works under Forest Service supervision on projects on Na-

tional Forest System lands,” District Ranger Liu explained her 

situation to President Al. “We consider her part of our family 

and while she didn’t lose a house, the rental she was in burned 

down and she lost her possessions.” 

     “This is one of our premiere missions in my mind!” said 

OldSmokey and former PNWFSA president Mike Ash in praise 

of this quick Elmer Moyer Memorial Emergency Fund action. 
 

Letters of thanks 

“My wife, Susan, and I are overwhelmed at the thoughtfulness 

and generosity given to us by your organization,” Dave Hop-

kins wrote to the OldSmokeys on August 6, 2014. “We cannot 

thank you enough for your gift of $500.00 to help us cope after 

the loss of our home and possessions. This is obviously a trying 

time for us as well as the many other members of our communi-

ty that have lost homes during the 2014 firestorm event in cen-

tral Washington. 

     “I have been a member of the Forest Service family for over 

25 years and could not have chosen a better organization to 

work for. I am nearing retirement age (I am 61) and will soon 

be an OldSmokey myself. I would love to join your organiza-

tion when I retire to pass on help to other Forest Service work-

ers in need. Please inform me how to join the organization so I 

can contribute in the future.”  

 

This OldSmokeys News article continues on page 24 
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OldSmokeys Gathered 124 Strong 

for Summer Picnic in the Woods 
 

A grand total of 124 OldSmokeys—including new OldSmokeys 

new Regional Forester Jim Pena and former Mt. Baker-

Snoqualmie National Forest Supervisor Rob Iwamoto, who 

with their wives had just joined as life members—gathered at 

BLM’s beautiful Wildwood Recreation Area near Mt. Hood on 

August 8 to enjoy the Pacific Northwest Forest Service Associ-

ation (PNWFSA) annual Picnic in the Woods. 
 

     The food was good and the company and comradeship even 

better! Toward the end of lunch, PNWFSA President Al 

Matecko had a few good words to say about the many 

OldSmokeys who have made and continue to make the PNWF-

SA the great organization it has been, is now, and will continue 

to be. 
 

     Also joining the party were representatives of the Friends of 

Fish Lake and Forests Forever who explained the good works 

of their organizations to which the PNWFSA has granted funds. 
 

     “A picture is worth a thousand words” is an old saying that 

applies well to reporting on such events as our OldSmokeys 

annual picnic, and the photographs on this page by 

OldSmokeys Paul Enberg and John Poppino prove that old 

saying’s truth. 

 

Six regional foresters—five retired and one active—attended the Summer Picnic in the Woods. Left to right: Kent Connaughton, 

Linda Goodman, Bob Williams, John Lowe, and Jim Pena (current) of Region 6 and Zane Smith of Region 5. 

As always at banquets and picnics, intrepid OldSmokey photog-

raphers John Poppino (left) and Paul Enberg (right) recorded 

the action on film—well, electrons—for all who attended the 

picnic, those who didn’t make it to the picnic, and posterity. 

Mary Moyer, Bev Pratt, and Deb Warren greeted arrives. 

Newly-assigned Regional Forester Jim Pena (standing right) 

addressed the OldSmokeys as they enjoyed  the picnic lunch. 

Doug and Mike conferred; Barbara, Tom, and  Sue enjoyed. 
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Lifetime Membership, Elmer Moyer Memorial Emergency Fund Opportunities 
 

OldSmokeys Annual Dues for 2015 are Due and Payable on January 1, 2015! 
 

It’s the time of year that OldSmokeys who pay their Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) 

dues on an annual basis pay those annual dues. Please use the coupon below to send in your $20.00 to do just 

that by January 1, 2015. 
 

     This is also a good time of year to think about doing yourself the favor of converting your PNWFSA annual membership into a 

Lifetime Membership for a one-time payment of $250 that frees you from paying annual dues ever again! You can use the coupon 

below to do just that! 
 

     And, also, this is a good time to make a generous tax-deductible contribution to your PNWFSA’s Elmer Moyer Memorial 

Emergency Fund that helps out Forest Service folks in distress. You can use the coupon below to do just that, too! 
 

     Finally, you can use this truly “multiple use” coupon to update your contact information for the Changes section of the next 

OldSmokeys Newsletter and to share a few words with other OldSmokeys in the Letters section of that newsletter. 
 

     Yep! You can do all that with just this one coupon and one stamp! What a deal! So, please, please, do it now! 

 

 

 

Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association 
 

Bill for Collection for 2015 Annual Dues or Conversion to Lifetime Membership 

and Donation to Elmer Moyer Memorial Emergency Fund 
 

Please make your check(s) for $20.00 Annual Membership Dues or $250.00 Lifetime Membership Dues 

and the amount you may wish to contribute to the Elmer Moyer Memorial Emergency Fund  

payable to PNWFSA and mail to 

PNWFSA, P.O. Box 5583. Portland, Oregon 97228 

 

     Please check all that apply: 

 

    _____  First year of PNWFSA Membership — $0 (Free!) 

 

    _____  Annual Membership Renewal — $20.00 

 

    _____  Lifetime Membership — $250.00 

 

    _____  Emergency Fund Donation — $__________________ 

 

 Name________________________________________      Street Address_________________________________ 

 

 City__________________________________________     State_______________  Zip _____________________ 

 

     Any changes to your contact information? ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

     While you’re at it, please share a few words with other OldSmokeys in the Letters section of the Winter 2115 OldSmokeys 

     Newsletter in the space below. Add additional pages if necessary. 

 

     _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Historic Fish Lake Remount Depot is part of Fish Lake Historic 

Area on the Willamette National Forest. 
 

                     Photograph by David Patton courtesy of Albany Democrat-Herald 
 

OldSmokeys Efforts at Fish Lake 

Featured in Albany Democrat-Herald 
 

The efforts of many OldSmokeys—also members of the 

Friends of Fish Lake (FFL)—to continue the restoration of the 

Fish Lake Historic Area on the Willamette National Forest dur-

ing the FFL’s annual June workweek were reported in a June 

15, 2014, Albany, Oregon, Democrat-Herald  article “Hooked 

on Fish Lake” by Alex Paul with David Patton’s photographs. 

     As reported in your Summer 2014 OldSmokeys Newsletter, 

this June’s workweek and reunion was enjoyed by almost 40 

FFL volunteers, many of them Willamette National Forest vet-

erans. They accomplished a lot of good work on historic re-

mount depot buildings and facilities. The Fish Lake Historic 

Area comprises the old Fish Lake Ranger Station and adjacent 

Fish Lake Remount Depot. 

     Paul’s article focused on the people who accomplished the 

work. First mentioned was Jim Denney, an artist who lives in 

Brooklyn, New York, who as an art student at the University of 

Oregon in 1978 began a seasonal forest guard career at and “fell 

in love” with the historic station and depot. He still spends two 

months every summer at Fish Lake and is a guiding light of 

FFLs restoration work. He lives in the Hall House, residence of 

forest supervisor Charles Chandler “C.C.” Hall when Fish Lake 

was the old Santiam National Forest summer headquarters. 

     “This site has been used by humans since there have been 

humans,” Paul quoted OldSmokey and former Sweet Home 

District Ranger Rolf Anderson, an FFL veteran. “It is situated 

perfectly between the old Cascades and the new Cascades. The 

lake fills with snow runoff in the spring and usually dries up by 

August. The lake bottom is covered with grass and the Native 

American tribes and settlers would use it for grazing.” From 

1868 until 1906, when the U.S. Forest Service occupied the 

site, it was a way station for Santiam Wagon Road travelers. 

     The FFL is restoring the site to tell its stories.  

     OldSmokeys including FFL President and former 

Willamette National Forest Supervisor Mike Kerrick, former 

McKenzie District Ranger Don Pederson and wife Darcy, re-

tired trail engineer Della Webb, and others didn’t escape pho-

tographer David Patton’s lens as they went about their tasks. 

     OldSmokey Woody Williams, a veteran of the Willamette 

National Forest fire staff, summed the FFL project up for writer 

Paul. “It’s a big reunion time for most of us,” he said. “It’s a 

group of good guys trying to preserve this history.” 

     And they do it with panache. OldSmokey Dave Leach, a 

former Detroit Ranger District silviculturist and his wife Anita 

“added a period-appropriate touch [by] arriving in a green-over-

cream 1946 Chevy with a teardrop camper in tow.” 

     OldSmokey Jim Bull reported on July 17, 2014, that Fish 

Lake Guard Station is among Oregon’s latest listings in the 

National Register of Historic Places maintained by the National 

Park Service pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act 

of 1966. 

OldSmokeys Mike Kerrick and Don and Darcy Pederson paint-

ed new siding for a blacksmith shop and tack room wall (above) 

while OldSmokey Della Webb oiled tack (below) during June 

2014 Friends of Fish Lake workweek and reunion. 
                   Photographs by David Patton courtesy of Albany Democrat-Herald 

 

Editor’s Note: Many thanks to OldSmokeys Dick Grace and 

Ron Skrip for bringing Mr. Paul’s article illustrated by Mr. 

Patton’s photographs to my attention, and to the Albany Demo-

crat Herald for permission to use these photographs. 
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OldSmokeys to Accept Grant Applications 

for Projects Meeting PNWFSA Criteria 
 

The Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) 

Board of Directors voted unanimously at their July 25 meeting 

to award grants totaling up to $6,000 to help fund projects in 

2015 that further PNWFSA goals within the Pacific Northwest. 
 

     Applications for PNWFSA grants to be awarded in 2015 are 

invited from private, non-profit, or non-governmental organiza-

tions pursuing such goals. Grants will not be made directly to 

the U.S. Forest Service. Applications are due January 1, 2015. 
 

Grant criteria 
 

Grants are awarded to organizations that satisfy the donation 

policy adopted by the PNWFSA Board of Directors on Febru-

ary 27, 2009. This policy specifies “Grants or gift proposals 

will be judged on the following criteria: 
 

 Does it further the OldSmokeys mission? 
 

 Will the project/program have a lasting influence on na-

tional forest management, natural resource management, 

and help sell the public on the importance of these re-

sources? 
 

 Will it reach large numbers of people? 
 

 Can OldSmokey funds be leveraged with other funds? 
 

 Will a restoration or improvement project help sustain our 

Forest Service legacy? 
 

 Will the PNWFSA receive visible and lasting credit for 

participation? 
 

 Is it a project that ‘feels good’ to us and reminds us of why 

we chose to throw in with the Outfit for our careers? 
 

Not all these questions will apply to every proposal, but run-

ning through this checklist should help the PNWFSA get the 

most bang for its grant buck. Applications for grants, therefore, 

should reflect these policy specifications and criteria. 
 

Grant applications 

If you know of a worthy eligible potential recipient of a 

PNWFSA grant, please let that party know of this opportunity. 

Grant applications should be prepared as letters that describe 

the proposed project and enumerate how its accomplishment 

would satisfy the above criteria. 

     Additionally, for grant requests supporting U.S. Forest Ser-

vice projects, a statement of support for and commitment to the 

project signed by the cognizant line officer (e.g., forest supervi-

sor, district ranger) must be submitted with the application. 

     Grant applications should be mailed to: Pacific Northwest 

Forest Service Association, Attn: Grants Committee, P.O. Box 

5583, Portland, Oregon 97228-5583. 
 

OldSmokeys grants support many 

U.S. Forest Service heritage and 

natural resource projects that 

advance public appreciation and 

understanding of America’s 

National Forest System!  

OldSmokeys Welcomed 1,157 Visitors 

During the High Desert Ranger Station’s 

Sixth Summer, Envision Improvements 
 

A faithful dozen volunteers—OldSmokeys Carl Anderson, 

Rico Burgess, George Chesley, Dick Connelly, Don Doyle, 

Valerie Jones, Les Joslin, Stan Kunzman, Jon Stewart, and 

Desi Zamudio along with High Desert Museum volunteers 

Dave Gilbert and Donna Noyes—welcomed 1,157 visitors to 

the Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association-sponsored 

High Desert Ranger Station at the world-class High Desert Mu-

seum south of Bend, Oregon, during its 2014 sixth season of 

daily operation from June 28 through Labor Day that fell on 

September 1 this year. 

     “Why is there an historic ranger station exhibit at the High 

Desert Museum?” visitors sometimes ask. “This historic U.S. 

Forest Service ranger station office—in which, into the early 

1960s, a district ranger and his permanent staff of three man-

aged and protected the natural resources on a half-million acre 

ranger district—links lifeways of the Old West and the New 

West,” the High Desert Ranger Station staffers explain. “The 

trappers, hunters, ranchers and homesteaders, lumbermen and 

loggers, miners and other pioneers built a civilization in the Old 

West based on the use of natural resources—the natural re-

sources the Forest Service and other agencies manage today to 

sustain the economy and environment of the New West.” They 

also throw in Smokey Bear’s wildfire prevention message. 

     The focus of the High Desert Ranger Station exhibit is on 

the stewardship of National Forest System timber, water, for-

age, wildlife, and recreation resources and, of course, protec-

tion of those resources. Artifacts in the little office building, set 

up to look like 1945, elicit visitor questions to which staffers 

respond with multiple-use management answers. This is done 

through one-on-one, face-to-face, personal interpretation based 

on each visitor’s interests. 
 

Exhibit enlargement and improvement 

As happy as the OldSmokeys are to have this historic structure 

on a beautiful High Desert Museum site, they have long been 

aware that site is “on the main road but off the beaten path” in 

terms of Museum visitor traffic. 

     To address this, the PNWFSA has opened discussions with 

the High Desert Museum—of which OldSmokey Linda Good-

man is a board of directors member—on the feasibility of mov-

ing the High Desert Ranger Station to a new site on the Muse-

um grounds where it would attract many more visitors. 

     The concept being considered might make the current his-

toric ranger station office structure the centerpiece of a small 

“High Desert Ranger Station” compound including a fire look-

out and an exhibit garage for the 1935 fire truck on show inside 

the main Museum building for the past ten years (see 

“OldSmokey Pete Martin Ponders Future of the 1935 Smokey 

Bear Fire truck” on page 7 of the Summer 2014 OldSmokeys 

Newsletter). The concept might put this compound within a few

-acre “Ponderosa National Forest” exhibit that could include a 

multiple use interpretive trail focused on the Forest Service’s 

“Caring for the land and serving people” story.  
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Fabyan Guard Station, White Mountain National Forest, New 

Hampshire, in 1926. The sign in front of the log cabin then read 

“Fabyan Guard Quarters.”                 U.S. Forest Service photograph 
 

OldSmokey Dave Govatski Restoring 

Historic Fabyan Guard Station on 

White Mountain National Forest 
 

OldSmokey Dave Govatski, the only Pacific Northwest Forest 

Service Association member resident in New Hampshire, 

helped plan and supervise the restoration of historic Fabyan 

Guard Station on the White Mountain National Forest by a 

crew of HistoriCorps volunteers between July 6 and July 26, 

2014. 

     Fabyan Guard Station, a one-room log cabin located in the 

Breton Woods area of Carroll, New Hampshire, was built in 

1923 and is the last remaining example of a U.S. Forest Service 

guard station on that national forest. The cabin was originally 

built as a total cost of $75.00 by the future forest supervisor, 

Clifford Graham. The restored cabin will be used for living 

history and interpretive programs. The 800,000-acre White 

Mountain National Forest in New Hampshire and Maine will 

celebrate its centennial in 2018. 

     HistoriCorps, a Colorado-based historic preservation organi-

zation, repaired the foundation and door, replaced rotten base 

logs, and restored the windows of this 91-year-old structure 

under the sponsorship and supervision of the national forest. 

The crew was led by historic preservation specialists and 

staffed by armed forces veterans and local volunteers. 

During the July 2014 restoration of the historic Fabyan Guard 

Station cabin, the crew cut, crafted, and installed new base 

logs. The “Fabyan Ranger Station” sign below was found.     

     During the restoration work, retired Forest Service archaeol-

ogist Terry Fifield—formerly of the Ochoco National Forest—

found a green and white enamel on steel sign dating back to 

1935 in a wooded area behind the cabin. The sign apparently 

had been left decades ago and overgrown and lost. Dave helped 

Terry carefully remove the sign after documenting its location. 

The sign named the cabin as the “Fabyan Ranger Station” in-

stead of “Fabyan Guard Station” or “Fabyan Guard Quarters” 

and raised the question of when it was called by each name. 

     Restoration of the Fabyan Guard Station was inspired by 

efforts to preserve such structures on the national forests of 

Region 6 and elsewhere. For more information on HistoriCorps 

go to <http://historicorps.org>. 
 

Prepared from a draft provided by OldSmokey Dave Govatski who also provid-

ed the photographs.   

  

 

 

 Our Pacific Northwest Region Has Many 

Wonderful Heritage Sites to Restore and Reuse! 
 

The U.S. Forest Service can simultaneously restore heritage resources and 

create recreation resources by restoring historic guard stations such as those 

at Marion Forks on the Willamette National Forest and Deschutes Bridge on 

the Deschutes National Forest and returning them to use as self-supporting recreation rentals. Read about some of  these many 

opportunities for realizing heritage and recreation resource success in your Winter 2015 OldSmokeys Newsletter! 
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Casting for Recovery and Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing, 

Inc.” which enhance “the quality of life for women with breast 

cancer through fly-fishing retreats” and promote “emotional 

rehabilitation of disabled active military service personnel and 

disable veterans through fly-fishing and related activities,” re-

spectively. 

     Jerry, a self-taught fishing rod maker, enjoys the challenge 

of making rods. Mary does, too. Others benefit from their suc-

cess at making and donating 184 fishing rods as of February. 
 

Prepared from “Showing kindness-one fishing rod at a time” by Barry Finne-

more in the February 2014 NW Boomer & Senior News. 
 

Editor’s Note: Thanks to whomever sent this my way. 
 

OldSmokeys Jason & Marlo Fisher 

Have Little Smokey Mabel Lorraine 
 

A first child, Mabel Lorraine Fisher, was born on August 12, 

2014, to not-so-old OldSmokeys Jason & Marlo Fisher of the 

Deschutes National Forest. Both parents serve on the Bend-Fort 

Rock Ranger District, Jason as developed recreation supervisor 

and Marlo as botanist. 

     More “little Smokeys” may be expected since the Pacific 

Northwest Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) dropped the 

requirement that PNWFSA membership applicants possess a 

minimum of 20 years of government service.  
 

OldSmokeys Jim Leep and Les Joslin 

Completed Pacific Crest Trail Trek 

Through Oregon in August 2014 
 

OldSmokeys Jim Leep and Les Joslin, who worked together in 

the Three Sisters Wilderness for a dozen years, on August 20 

completed their travel on foot and aboard mules of the 452-mile 

stretch of the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail (PCT) that 

follows the crest of the Cascade Range from the California bor-

der through Oregon to the Washington border. 

     Jim and Les began “sectioning” the trail in 2005, and com-

pleted sections of various lengths as time permitted. They fin-

ished the job with a final 30-mile trek from Lolo Pass northwest 

of Mt. Hood past Wahtum Lake and down Eagle Creek (an 

approved and more scenic alternate route) to the Columbia Riv-

er. 
 

OldSmokeys Still Favor Paper Over 

Online OldSmokeys Newsletter 
 

“Out of about 925 members” of the Pacific Northwest Forest 

Service Association (PNWFSA), “714 were mailed the summer 

newsletter” PNWFSA Database Manager Bill Funk reported 

on July 3, 2014. “That leaves about 210 members who have 

agreed to go paperless—or about 23 percent.” 

     “Through [E-Mail Editor] Vern Clapp’s eNotes, members 

have been asked over and over to go paperless. I think the idea 

of printing at home 30+ pages of a newsletter and a bunch more 

of the directory doesn’t set well with most. Many do, however, 

just refer to an electronic version of these documents,” Bill sur-

mised. 

OldSmokey Kent Connaughton 

Elected to Pinchot Institute Board 
 

The Pinchot Institute for Conservation announced on July 8, 

2014, that OldSmokey Kent Connaughton was elected to its 

board of directors. Kent retired as Pacific Northwest Regional 

Forester on June 28, 2014. 

     Also elected to that board was Wade Mosby who served 

most recently as Senior Vice President for Collins companies, 

and integrated forest products company headquartered in Port-

land, Oregon, with certified forestry operations in Oregon, Cali-

fornia, and Pennsylvania. 

     “Kent and Wade have been bold leaders on emerging issues 

such as forest certification, bioenergy, and climate change that 

are both challenges and opportunities for forest landowners and 

managers. We are pleased to have their innovative leadership to 

strengthen the Institute’s influence and impact on conservation 

policy,” said Al Sample, President of the Pinchot Institute. 

     Dedicated in 1963 by President John F. Kennedy, the Insti-

tute has offices in Washington, D.C., Portland, Oregon, and at 

Grey Towers National Historic Site in Pennsylvania. For more 

than 50 years the Institute has worked to strengthen forest con-

servation thought, policy, and action by developing innovative, 

practical, and broadly-supported solutions to conservation chal-

lenges and opportunities. Through nonpartisan research, educa-

tion, and technical assistance on key issues influencing the fu-

ture of conservation and sustainable natural resource manage-

ment, the Pinchot Institute for Conservation continues Gifford 

Pinchot’s legacy of practical conservation for the greatest good, 

for the greatest number, in the long run. 
 

Prepared from Pinchot Institute for Conservation press release “Kent Con-
naughton, Wade Mosby Elected to Pinchot Institute Board of Directors” of July 

8, 2014. 

OldSmokeys Jerry and Mary Hutchins’ 

Fly Rod-Building Skills and Kindness 

Featured in Senior News Article 
 

OldSmokeys Jerry & Mary Hutchins’ penchant for making 

and giving fly-fishing rods to promote mental and physical 

healing was recognized in an article “Showing kindness—one 

fishing rod at a time” by Barry Finnemore in the February 2014 

issue of NW Boomer & Senior News. 

     “Never did they dream, when they started making rods, that 

their efforts would generate appreciation and excitement be-

yond their immediate circle of family and friends,” Finnemore 

wrote. “But for the last couple of years, scores of individuals—

from soldiers and disabled military veterans to breast cancer 

survivors—are benefiting from the Hutchins’ rod-building 

skills and kindness.” 

     Jerry started making custom fishing rods for family and 

friends years ago. He and Mary “have given rods as gifts to 

each newborn grandchild and great-grandchild after they come 

home from the hospital” in anticipation of “phone calls from 

their little ones when they’ve caught their first fish.” 

     “In 2011, the Vancouver, Wash., couple began assembling 

by hand fly-fishing rods and donating them to two nonprofits, 
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OldSmokeys Say 
 

What Happened to the Forest Service? 
 

By Robbie Robertson 
 

In each of the last three years, the U.S. Forest Service has 

received abysmal ratings in the nationwide “Best Places 

to Work Survey.” There have been many comments on 

why these low rankings were received, but the underlying 

reason may be that a number of factors have changed the 

Forest Service’s basic organizational culture. 
 
 

     All organizations have a culture. Whether it is explicitly 

defined or not, it is present. Sixty-four years ago, when I started 

in the Forest Service, its culture was very different. Since then, 

I have worked in four other organizations, and found a marked 

difference in cultures between organizations. When I left the 

Forest Service for the second and last time in 1982, I realized 

that its culture had changed in ways that impacted employee 

satisfaction with their work. 
 

     What do I mean by culture? Like a few other things, I can’t 

clearly define it. But when you experience it working well you 

know it. I am sure that long-time Forest Service employees see 

the workplace as being different than it was years ago. The cul-

ture then was “do whatever you must to get the job done” and 

“take extra time to finish even if you will be late getting home.” 

I remember when an edict came down that we were to quit 

work at eight hours, not to work extra hours in the field. My 

boss, Howard Hopkins, announced this, and then said, “Of 

course, you realize that this does not apply to us.” In spite of 

such resistance, the culture did change. 
 

     In the Fall 2010 Oregon Historical Quarterly there was an 

article entitled “The Rise and Fall of Burley Design Coopera-

tive.” The Burley Cooperative made bicycling products. Their 

most successful item was a bicycle trailer. Their members were 

deeply involved with the bicycling community. 
 

     When I read this article, it hit me that what finally happened 

to Burley sounded much like what I saw happen to the Forest 

Service. The article’s author analyzed and identified the reasons 

this successful cooperative failed after 30 years of operation. 

Decisions made at Burley changed its organizational culture in 

ways that finally resulted in the failure of the enterprise. 
 

     Here are changes identified in the Burley article as contrib-

uting to its failure, and similar changes made in the Forest Ser-

vice. 
 

Changes made at Burley that contributed to its failure 
 

 

 Rapid increase in the number of employees due to increase 

in demand for bicycle accessories. 
 

 Abandonment of “apprentice” programs for new employ-

ees. New hires no longer cycled through assignments and 

learned the business from the ground up, absorbing the 

vision and goals of the organization in the process. 

 Relaxation of criteria for hiring. An interest in or commit-

ment to bicycling was no longer a prerequisite for employ-

ment. 

 Bringing in specialists from outside the organization in-

stead of promoting from within. 
 

 Removing much of the decision making from the working 

level. 
 

 Centralizing and moving control to higher organization 

levels. 
 

Changes in the Forest Service that appear to parallel those 

at Burley 
 

 Rapid growth—the number of employees on many ranger 

districts and in supervisor’s offices increased by an order 

of magnitude in the last few decades. 
 

 New employees spent less time assigned to various jobs as 

a learning tool. There was less opportunity to absorb ethics 

and culture of the Forest Service. 
 

 Planning was handed down to teams composed of special-

ists which perhaps included only one forester with Forest 

Service career experience. 
 

 

 Recruiting of specialists resulted in positions being filled 

by people from outside the Forest Service. 
 

 Ranger districts and national forests were consolidated and 

some of their functions centralized. 
 

 More decisions were made at higher organizational levels 

(WO and RO service centers). 
 

Working for the Forest Service was always more than a job to 

me. I was doing something I believed of intrinsic value. This 

may sound idealistic, but I think this attitude was to a great ex-

tent shared by most Forest Service employees. In my early 

years, employees were proud of the Forest Service and its work, 

but this pride seemed to diminish as the above changes were 

made. 

     Organizations do change; their cultures also change. But 

organizations need to be aware that some changes can affect 

their cultures in ways that can undermine organization goals 

and employee performance. 

     So what happened to the Forest Service? Some combination 

of internal management, politics, legislation, and public protests 

caused changes to be made within the Forest Service. The cul-

ture of the Forest Service changed. 

     What can be done now? I remain hopeful that it is never too 

late to learn from past organizational mistakes. The Forest Ser-

vice needs to do whatever is necessary to modify the organiza-

tion’s current culture in a positive direction to best achieve the 

purpose of the Forest Service.  
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Some Dust for Perspective 
 

By Desi Zamudio 
 

True to form, when I was out looking at fuel breaks and 

research seed trials on Nevada rangelands, an afternoon 

wind came up and carried dust from a nearby alkali flat.  

 

     I thought Dust From an Alkali Flat really was an ideal title 

for Basil Crane’s 1984 remembrance of a forest ranger in Cen-

tral Nevada. Writing about the 1930s and 1940s, Crane said, 

“The word forest seemed out of place here in the sagebrush, 

rimrock, aspen, mountain mahogany, but this high mountain 

range had been designated a national forest at the request of 

local ranchers, to help control the number of cattle, sheep, and 

wild horses on these public lands…. I was there to see the right 

number of cows with the proper brands on them was grazing on 

that part of the Toiyabe National Forest.” 
 
 

     Fifty years later, my job was refining estimated carrying 

capacity numbers and, surprisingly, dust loess collection fig-

ured into the calculation. In the late 1960s, Will Blackburn no-

ticed alluvial fans downwind from dusty pluvial lakes had mini-

dunes under sagebrush and barren playettes between the dunes 

in Central Nevada. Blackburn and Skau (1974) compared infil-

tration rates across the micro-topography and found very low 

infiltration rates in playettes, moderate rates among mosses and 

lichens that stabilize and ring the coppices, and high rates in 

sagebrush grass in coppices. Infiltration rates accentuate a mi-

cro-scale ecological gradient. Dick Eckert and others (1978) 

identified a distinct surface morphology from the coppice under 

sagebrush to barren playette with a vesicular crust. Vesicular 

crust became a diagnostic feature of arid soils. Thanks to alkali 

dust, coppices support productive growth. 
 

 

     Dust can be too much, and then pepper sauce works won-

ders. It is no wonder hot peppers and chilies are food for desert 

life. When I worked in volcanic ash dust around Tule Lake, I 

learned horseradish was a cure. When my neighbor John 

Bunch, a transplant from the coast, worried about dust off 

Goose Lake, I offered him pepper sauce and horseradish. John 

reports good effects. 
 

 

     Dust loess builds soils. The most fertile example is the Pa-

louse. A few years ago, after a burn on Big Juniper in Southern 

Oregon, I was surprised to see half of a soil’s depth was loess 

dust collected under the sagebrush with a large, three-meter 

diameter ring of mosses and lichens. As botanist Lucile Hous-

ley and I discussed this great biological crust, we realized we 

have two dust sources: pluvial lake loess and Mazama ash lo-

ess. The importance of biological soil crust has emerged over 

forty years. 
 
 

     What has not changed is the wild horse problem. In his 

chapter “Too Many Horses,” Crane said, “Mustangs were al-

ways a problem…. A decade or so earlier when the Forest Ser-

vice and the local ranchers had made a concentrated effort to 

get wild horses off the national forest lands in this part of the 

state, they had done a pretty good job of it, except in the vicini-

ty of Hunt Canyon….” At the High Desert Ranger Station at 

High Desert Museum south of Bend, Oregon, there is a display 

of C and H permits out of Ely, Nevada. But horses (H) were 

and are not permitted on various parts of the forest. Horses can 

subsist on feed unfit for ruminants: cows, sheep, and goats 

(Cole and Garrett 1974). Horses can persist as plant production 

declines because a horse has a cecum to digest poor food and 

they re-eat their stud piles after it ferments for a second diges-

tion. 
 

 

     Mustang is derived from a Spanish word for “stray livestock 

animal.” Mustangs are not wild or native like Lahonton Cut-

throat trout in the Nevada desert. Yet mustangs once had practi-

cal value as Crane recounts, “Old Adam told about the time he 

was breaking horses for the Army during World War I. The 

horses were unloaded from railroad cars at Ogden, Utah. Most 

of them were mustangs, fresh off the Utah and Nevada deserts, 

and they never had a rope on them. The Army would buy them 

if they were ‘green broke’ for five dollars—big wages.” 
 

 

     When I lived in Ely, Nevada, my girlfriend’s great uncle 

Earl described the shifts from big wages for “green broke” 

stock to abandoned horses in the Great Depression to no re-

bound in demand for horses during World II. Crane notes the 

shift away from stock in the Forest Service, “During the 1940s 

the national forest that regularly had forest fires began going 

out of the muse train business….” 
 
 

     As a descendant of early sailors and settlers to New Spain, I 

enjoy the romantic myth of mustangs. Yet the Spanish sailed to 

the New World with domestic stock and the Comanche, Sho-

shoni, and Nez Perce liberated some for their domestic use. 

Since then mustang breeds reflect rounds of stray or lost stock, 

including stock abandoned in the recent recession. 
 

 

     The High Desert Museum has adopted a mustang and mem-

bers were asked to name it. It is taming in a word. Much easier 

than “green broke.” Two names, Eliza or Kate, come to mind 

from stories about taming wild child. I would rather have a 

mustang in a museum than on desert ranges, because mus-

tangs—especially the studs—are hard on watering holes, bio-

logical soils and crust, and desert plants. Reading Basil Crane’s 

Dust From an Alkali Flat alerts us to the persistent mustang 

problem as well as other aspects of desert forest life. 
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Hey, OldSmokeys? Got something to Say? Something that 

takes more space than a Forum piece? Say it here! 
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     “In the long run,” The Bulletin’s editorial concluded, “a bi-

partisan solution to this problem simply must be found. Declar-

ing large fires natural disasters [and funding them as such, as 

one bill proposed] is part of the answer. But equally important 

is a seriously and adequately financed plan to improve forest 

health nationwide. So far, there’s been some bipartisan work in 

each half of Congress, but the results have been so far apart that 

there’s precious little chance that a workable solution will 

emerge.” 
 

     “That isn’t just unfortunate, it’s close to catastrophic,” the 

editorial concluded. “If members of both houses are not embar-

rassed, they should be.” 
 

Back on the firelines 
 

August began, Congress recessed, and thousands of firefighters 

were battling about 30 active large fires in the three Pacific 

Coast states. And, according to the National Interagency Fire 

Center (NIFC) in Boise on August 1, the outlook for the West 

through September was for more of the same. 
 

     By the middle of August, “despite the extremely dry condi-

tions in drought-afflicted southern California,” Warren Cald-

well reported on August 13 in National Geographic Daily 

News, “the summer’s most destructive fires [had] struck the 

Northwest and northern California, giving the region the unusu-

al distinction of being the center of this year’s wildfire season.” 

In the usually hard-hit Southwestern and Rocky Mountain re-

gions, this year’s fire season has been quieter. 
 

     Indeed, by the middle of August, Washington and Oregon 

had accounted for nearly half of the 2.5 million acres burned. 

“Over the past decade, only about 7 percent of the total acreage 

burned per year has been in the Northwest,” Caldwell reported. 

“Nationwide, roughly half the typical acreage [had] burned. 

The fire season had promised to be a bad one…. But the cir-

cumstances that spark sprawling conflagrations didn’t material-

ize in many places, said Ed Delgado, head of the U.S. Forest 

Service office that predicts wildfire hazards.” 
 

     “Although fire activities have been less than normal during 

the months of July and August, we continue to anticipate ex-

treme fire activity” Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell stated in 

an August 29 letter advising agency leadership that, “If the cur-

rent forecast holds, the Forest Service will not have sufficient 

funds and will need to use transfer” and to prepare to do so. 
 

     The 2014 wildfire season continued to justify that forecast 

by the September 15 deadline for this issue of your OldSmokeys 

Newsletter. The three West Coast states were the focus of major 

wildfire activity and promised to be for several weeks to come. 
 

Prepared from multiple sources including National Interagency Fire Center 
InciWeb and Outlook reports; “Vote sought on extra wildfire funds“ by Andrew 

Clevenger in The Bulletin for July 23, 2014; “Congress playing political games 

while forests burn” in The Bulletin for July 31, 2014; “High winds, dry heat 
spread Beaver fire complex; Governor John Kitzhaber declares fire emergen-

cy” by Kelly House in The Oregonian for August 2, 2014;“California blaze 
burns 8 homes” by The Associated Press on August 4, 2014; “Homes hit in 3 

states” by the Associated Press on August 5, 2014; “Federal firefighting money 

running out” by Kevin Freking of The Associated Press on August 6, 2014; 
“Wildfires Strike Northwest, Northern California” by Warren Cornwall in the 

National Geographic Daily News for August 13, 2014; U.S. Forest Service WO 

letter “Preparing for FY 2014 Fire Suppression Transfer” of August 29, 2014, 
signed by Chief Tom Tidwell; and September 15, 2014, NBC News reports.        

Forest Service News 
 

U.S. Forest Service news in this issue is presented in National 

News and Regional News sections. 
 

National News 
 

U.S. Forest Service Faced Serious 2014 

Wildfire Season Without Congress’ Help 
 

The 2014 wildfire season proved a long, hard, and underfunded 

slog—but not as bad as predicted. Along with the usual culprits 

of dry lightning storms, careless or criminal humans, and 

drought associated with a warming climate, a dysfunctional 

Congress can be added to the causes of the challenges faced by 

wildland firefighters and land managers. 
 

On the firelines 
 

The season got off to an early start in the Pacific Northwest 

Region when the June 7 Two Bulls Fire burned over 6,900 

acres of mostly private timberlands between the Deschutes Na-

tional Forest and the western side of the city of Bend. A proba-

ble arson fire, it was soon followed by virtually hundreds of 

mostly lightning-ignited wildfires including the Carlton Com-

plex Fires south of Twisp, Washington, that burned over 

250,000 acres and destroyed 450 homes. 
 

     By late July, a nationwide total of about 32,000 fires and 1.6 

million acres burned were starting to fulfill the promise of a 

serious 2014 wildfire season. Both Oregon and Washington had 

declared states of emergency, acknowledging that the scope, 

breadth, and severity of the wildfires had overwhelmed local 

capabilities and posed a threat to life, safety, and property. Cali-

fornia followed in early August.  
 

Congressional dysfunction 
 

 

And by late July, with about three months still to go, the West 

was getting a bit testy with apparent congressional indifference 

toward—or, at least, ineffectiveness regarding—the region’s 

wildfire plight. 
 

     “Oregonians, indeed all Westerners, have a right to be furi-

ous with Congress these days,” the July 31 editorial “Congress 

playing political games while forests burn” in Bend, Oregon’s, 

The Bulletin put it. “As members of the House of Representa-

tives and the Senate continue to propose [wildfire funding] leg-

islation destined to go nowhere to make political hay, drought-

stricken forests and rangelands continue to burn, and the money 

to fight [wildfires] continues to dwindle.” 
 

     “The congressional response?” the editorial continued. To 

make a long sad story short, “both houses during the last week 

of July proposed legislation including wildfire funding 

measures each knew would not pass the other house.” So, it 

would soon be back to scraping for money—fire borrowing—to 

keep fire crews on the job. The rest of the congressional re-

sponse? As the Forest Service and other state and federal agen-

cies faced up to three more months of underfunded wildfire 

combat, Congress began its month-long summer recess. 
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administrative buildings has been reduced two-thirds since 

2001. 

 Support for recreation, heritage and wilderness activi-

ties that connect the public with our natural lands and sup-

port tourism and thousands of jobs (visitors to national 

forests contributed more than $13 billion to America’s 

economy each year) has been cut by 13 percent. 

 Wildlife and fisheries habitat management has been 

reduced by 17 percent, limiting recovery efforts for threat-

ened and endangered species. 

 Research funding has declined by over $36 million in the 

ten-year period ending in 2013. 
 

     While fire staffing has increased 110 percent since 1998, 

staffing dedicated to managing National Forest System lands 

has decreased 35 percent over the same period. 

     Secretary Vilsack said the average number of fires on feder-

al lands has more than doubled since 1980 and the total area 

burned annually has tripled. He said that climate change, popu-

lation growth near forests, brush and fuel buildup have drasti-

cally increased wildfire severity and the cost of fighting them. 

     Secretary Vilsack’s request to change the way catastrophic 

fire costs are funded is included in the Obama Administration’s 

proposed budget and is supported by a bipartisan group of law-

makers, the August 20, 2014, U.S. Department of Agriculture 

news release on which this article is based states. The proposed 

change would mean that in years when the cost of fighting 

wildfires exceeds the firefighting budget provided to the Forest 

Service by Congress, additional resources would be provided 

from an existing fund already in place to help provide emergen-

cy funding for natural disasters, rather than forcing the Forest 

Service to take money from other programs. 
 

Adapted from U.S. Department of Agriculture News Release No. 1084.14  
 

U.S. Forest Service, Partner Scientists 

Suggest Extreme Weather Trumped 

Fuel Reduction on Rim Fire 
 

A new scientific study published in Forest Ecology and Man-

agement 328 (2014) 326-334 suggests “that wildfire burning 

under extreme weather conditions, as is often the case with fires 

that escape initial attack, can produce large areas of high-

severity fire even in fuels-reduced forests with restored fire 

regimes.” 

     Jamie M. Lydersen of the U.S. Forest Service Pacific South-

west Research Station, partnered with Malcolm P. North of the 

John Muir Institute, University of California, Davis, and Bran-

don M. Collins of the Center for Fire Research and Outreach, 

University of California, Berkeley, presented this finding in 

“Severity of an uncharacteristically large wildfire, the Rim Fire, 

in forests with relatively restored frequent fire regimes.” 

     The 2013 Rim Fire originated on the Stanislaus National 

Forest and burned into old-growth forests within Yosemite Na-

tional Park with relatively restored frequent fire regimes, they 

stated in their paper’s abstract. “Forest structure and fuels data 

were collected in the field 3-4 years before the fire, providing a 

rare chance to use pre-existing plot data to analyze fire effects. 

U.S. Forest Service Budget Slammed 

by Rising Cost of Wildfire Operations 
 

Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack on August 20, 2014, an-

nounced a new report showing that as the cost of fighting forest 

fires has rapidly increased over the last 20 years, the budgets 

for other forest programs, including those that can help prevent 

and mitigate fire damage, have substantially shrunk. 

     The U.S. Forest Service firefighting appropriation has rapid-

ly risen as a proportion of the agency’s overall budget, increas-

ing from 16 percent in 1995 to 42 percent today, forcing cuts in 

other budget areas. 

     “Climate change, drought, fuel buildup and insects and dis-

ease are increasing the severity of catastrophic wildfire in 

America’s forests,” Secretary Vilsack said. “In order to protect 

the public, the portion of the Forest Service budget dedicated to 

combating fire has drastically increased from what it was 20 

years ago. This has led to substantial cuts in other areas of the 

Forest Service budget, including efforts to keep forests healthy, 

reduce fire risk, and strengthen local economies.” 

     Secretary Vilsack noted that on top of the budget reductions 

outlined in the new report, the Forest Service’s non-fire pro-

grams are affected by “fire borrowing.” Funds spent on fire 

suppression have exceeded the allocated amount in all but four 

years since 2000. In these cases, the shortfall is covered through 

transferring, or “borrowing” additional funds from Forest Ser-

vice programs that have already been cut over the last 20 years. 

Secretary Vilsack renewed his request to Congress to allow an 

existing disaster fund to provide resources to fight catastrophic 

fires in years when Forest Service and Department of the Interi-

or fire costs exceed the amount Congress has budgeted, rather 

than forcing borrowing from non-fire programs. 

     “Bipartisan proposals to fund catastrophic fire like other 

natural disasters could help ensure that our efforts to make for-

ests more healthy and resilient and support local tourism econo-

mies aren’t impacted as significantly as they have been in re-

cent years,” Secretary Vilsack said. “These proposals don’t 

increase the deficit, they just budget smarter by allowing exist-

ing natural disaster funding to be used in cases of catastrophic 

wildfire.” 
 

Budget cuts 

The  report  Secretary  Vilsack  announced  (which  you can see 

 at <www.fs.fed.us/sites/default/files/media/2014/34/nr-firecost 

impact-082014.pdf>) shows the extent to which many Forest 

Service program budgets have been cut even before fire bor-

rowing occurs to cover the rapid rise in firefighting costs in the 

past 20 years. For example: 
 

 Vegetation and watershed management—a cornerstone 

for forest, rangeland, soil and water restoration and en-

hancement activities, and a key factor in post-fire restora-

tion—has been cut by 22 percent since 2001. This has re-

duced the Forest Service’s ability to prevent and limit the 

spread of invasive species, which can weaken forest health 

and make forests more susceptible to fire. 

 Maintenance and capital improvements on approximate-

ly 21,600 recreation sites and 23,100 research and other 
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We used regression tree and random forests analysis to examine 

the influence of forest structure, fuel, fire history, topographic 

and weather conditions on observed fire severity in the Rim 

Fire, as estimated from an initial fire severity assessment based 

on the relatively differenced normalized burn ratio (RdNBR). 

     “Plots that burned on days with strong plume activity experi-

enced moderate- to high-severity fire effects regardless of forest 

conditions, fire history or topography. Fire severity was also 

highly negatively associated with elevation, with lower severity 

observed in plots over 1700m. Burning index (a composite in-

dex of fire weather), time since the last fire, and shrub cover 

had strong positive associations with fire severity. Plots that 

had experienced fire within the last 14 years burned mainly at 

low severity in the Rim Fire, while plots that exceeded that time 

since last fire tended to burn at moderate or high severity. This 

effect of time since last fire was even more pronounced on days 

when the burning index was high.” 
 

Prepared from the paper quoted.   

 

U.S. Forest Service Scientist 

Challenges Mountain Pine Beetle 

Conventional Wisdom 
 

“We may be cutting down the very trees we need to save the 

forest,” said Diana Six, a U.S. Forest Service biologist based in 

Montana who studies insects and trees and their genetics. 

     Along with the salvage harvest of dead trees, many of the 

logging projects authorized under federal emergency forest 

health laws also cut trees that have survived insect attacks. 

Those trees may hold the genetic key to the future of many 

western—especially lodgepole pine—forests, Six explained. 

     “It’s natural selection. The bugs wiped out the trees that are 

not adapted to current conditions…. Underlying genetics will 

determine future forests,” she said. Some see her conclusion as 

“challenging the conventional wisdom that logging is needed to 

restore forest health.” 

     From an economic standpoint, logging beetle-killed lodge-

pole pines rarely yields a profit. Many such projects are subsi-

dized. Millions of dollars have been spent on massive logging 

projects aimed at halting the spread of the beetles, with no signs 

of success on a meaningful scale, Six said. 
 

Extracted from “Forest health crisis ends with a whimper” by Bob Berwyn in 

the July 7, 2014, The Colorado Independent. 

Regional News 
 

U.S. Forest Service 

Named Jim Pena 

Pacific Northwest 

Regional Forester 
 

U.S. Forest Service Chief 

Tom Tidwell named Jim 

Pena to succeed OldSmokey 

Kent Connaughton, who 

retired from the Forest Ser-

vice on June 28 after 36.5 

years of service in the agency, 

as Regional Forester for the Pacific Northwest Region just 

days after your Summer 2014 OldSmokeys Newsletter 

went to press. 
 

     Regional Forester Pena, who reported to the RO in Portland 

on August 3, began his Forest Service career in Oregon more 

than 35 years ago. Most recently, he served as Associate Depu-

ty Chief for the National Forest System in the WO. 
 

     “We are fortunate to have Jim as our next regional forester,” 

said Maureen Hyzer, Deputy Regional Forester who served as 

Acting Regional Forester until Pena’s arrival, on the occasion 

of the Chief’s announcement. “He brings a rich background of 

service at many levels of the organization, and will lead our 

efforts to foster resiliency through collaboration.” 
 

     Before assuming his current office, Regional Forester Pena 

led the National Forest System programs in forest management, 

range management, engineering, recreation/heritage/volunteer 

management, natural resource management, and watershed/fish/

wildlife/air/rare plants management. Before serving as Associ-

ate Deputy Chief for the National Forest System, he was Depu-

ty Regional Forester for State and Private Forestry in the Pacific 

Southwest Region. 
 

     He also brings experience from multiple agency-wide spe-

cial assignments such as Acting Director of Human Capital 

Management, agency liaison to Undersecretary of Natural Re-

sources and Environment, the reengineering ream for Human 

Resources, and the National Fire Management Review. 
 

     He held positions as forest supervisor, deputy forest supervi-

sor, and district ranger beginning in 1991 in California, Oregon, 

and Washington. 
 

     Regional Forester Pena began his Forest Service career as a 

forester trainee on the Rogue River National Forest in 1978. He 

graduated from Humboldt State University with a B.S. degree 

in forest resource management in 1980. He is a member of the 

Society of American Foresters. 
 

Prepared from “Pena named new regional forester” posted July 1, 2014 on 

KTVZ.COM News Sources and “USFA names new regional forester” in July 3, 
2014, Corvallis Gazette-Times. 
 

Editor’s Note: I have no idea what “USFA” stands for in above 

credit; must be a typographical error in the quoted headline. 

                  Jim Pena 

          Regional Forester 

 

     OldSmokeys Newsletter 

   Needs Your Help! 
       
     Your OldSmokeys Newsletter can really 

     use your help as a “cub reporter” (no pun intended) 

     to help keep OldSmokeys around the nation up to date 

     on what’s going on in our Pacific Northwest Forest 

     Service Association and the U.S. Forest Service. Please 

     send news to Editor Les Joslin at <lesjoslin@aol.com> 

     or snail mail at 2356 NW Great Place, Bend, OR 97701.  
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U.S. Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell 

Visited Pacific Northwest Region 

During 2014 Wildfire Season 
 

U.S. Forest Service Chief  Tom Tidwell and Director of Fire 

and Aviation Management Tom Harbour visited the Pacific 

Northwest Region on July 26 and 27 “to talk with firefighters, 

thank them for their work, and gain an appreciation for what 

they’ve been contending with,” according to The Bulletin, 

Bend, Oregon’s daily newspaper. 

     They visited the Redmond Air Center and the Ochoco Com-

plex fire camp in Prineville in Central Oregon on July 26. The 

Redmond Air Center is home to an air tanker base as well as the 

Redmond Smokejumpers and the Redmond Hotshots. The next 

day they traveled to Washington state, where the Carlton Com-

plex Fire, the largest wildfire in state history, had burned over 

256,000 acres of national forest and other lands and over 300 

homes. 

     By the time of this late July visit, “nearly 20 large wildfires 

sparked by lightning in Oregon and Washington [had] black-

ened more than 900,000 acres—over 1,400 square miles—in 

the two states,” the newspaper reported. “The fires destroyed a 

half-dozen homes in Oregon and 300 homes in Washington.” 

     Chief Tidwell traveled west last year to visit the Rim Fire 

which burned 257,314 acres—402 square miles—on and 

around the Stanislaus National Forest and Yosemite National 

Park. 
 

Prepared from “Forest Service chief to meet crews in area” by Dylan J. Dar-
ling in The Bulletin on July 26, 2014, and “Fires draw agency chief” by Dylan 

J. Darling in The Bulletin on July 27, 2014.  

 

Historic Green Mountain Lookout in 1971 and 2010 
                                                                            U.S. Forest Service photographs 
 

U.S. Forest Service to Retain 

Green Mountain Lookout in 

Glacier Peak Wilderness 
 

President Barack Obama’s April 15 signing of the Green Moun-

tain Lookout Heritage Protection Act of 2014 amended the 

Washington State Wilderness Act of 1984 to permit retention of 

the historic Green Mountain Lookout in the Glacier Peak Wil-

derness of the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest. 

     As reported in your Summer 2012 OldSmokeys Newsletter, 

U.S. District Court Judge John Coughenour on March 27, 2012, 

decided in favor of a 2010 Wilderness Watch lawsuit that al-

leged the U.S. Forest Service had violated the Wilderness Act 

of 1964 when it used a helicopter in reconstructing the 1933 fire 

lookout. The Forest Service had maintained that the lookout 

was restored, not reconstructed, and that its historical signifi-

cance made its restoration allowable. 

     “Shortly after the 2012 court decision requiring removal of 

the lookout, the Green Mountain Lookout Heritage Protection 

Act was introduced in both houses [of Congress] but died with 

the end of the 112th Congress,” the Summer 2014 issue of 

Lookout Network published by the Forest Fire Lookout Associ-

ation (FFLA) reported. “With the start of the 113th Congress, 

the legislation was reintroduced on February 28, 2013, in both 

houses. S. 404 was introduced by Senator Patty Murray and co-

sponsored by Senator Maria Cantwell…. H.R. 908 was intro-

duced by Representative Suzan DelBene and co-sponsored by 

Representative Rick Larson.” Both bills were referred to and 

reported out of their respective committees and later became 

part of a House bill that stood no chance of Senate passage. 

     “Early in February, the Obama Administration announced its 

support for the legislation,” the Lookout Network article report-

ed, “but it was still going nowhere when the tragic March 22 

landslide struck the small community of Oso, near Darrington, 

killing over 40 people. During the week after the mudslide, 

Senator Murray and other federal officials met with Darrington  

Mayor Dan Rankin. When asked what was needed, Rankin told 

Murray, ‘We need some good news. We need Congress to pass 

Green Mountain.’ 

     “On April 3, Senator Murray offered moving testimony re-

garding the importance of Green Mountain to the affected com-

munity; the bill...passed without a word of dissent in the Senate 

that same day. The House followed suit on April 7, passing the 

bill unanimously by voice vote. On April 15, President Obama 

signed it into law.” 

     According to Section 3 of the Act: “The Secretary of Agri-

culture, acting through the Chief of the Forest Service, may not 

move Green Mountain Lookout from its current location on 

Green Mountain in the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National For-

est unless the Secretary determines that moving Green Moun-

tain Lookout is necessary to preserve the Lookout or to ensure 

the safety of individuals in or around Green Mountain. If the 

Secretary makes such a determination, the Secretary shall move 

the Green Mountain Lookout to a location outside” the Glacier 

Peak Wilderness. 
 

Prepared from multiple sources including “Green Mountain Lookout to Stay on 

its Mountain” in the Summer 2014 Lookout Network. 
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Feature 
 

Smokey Bear is 70! 
 

By Les Joslin 

 

Part IV: Smokey’s Septuagenarian Year Wrap-Up 
 

Smokey Bear began his eighth decade of service a somewhat shaggier and mellower 

symbol of wildfire prevention. His seventieth birthday was recognized by at least two 

logos and a commemorative pin shown in the upper right-hand corner of this page. 

     As well as birthday observances all over the nation, Smokey’s septuagenarian year 

had its ups and downs. Here are a couple stories about that year you may have missed. 

 
 

“Proposal to replace Smokey Bear put on hold” 
read the headline of reporter Alan Johnson’s July 31, 2014, article in The 

Columbus Dispatch about replacing a giant Smokey Bear who has greet-

ed tens of thousands of Ohio State Fair visitors by name since 1959 with 

a new $80,250 “animatronic” version to be funded by the U.S. Forest 

Service and manufactured by a Cincinnati company. 

     “But the Ohio Department of Natural Resources temporarily with-

drew the proposal after learning some Controlling Board members had 

questions about the cost of the proposal.” The 55-year-old, 14.5-foot 

high Smokey “is in irreparably poor condition due to extensive use, and 

action must be taken to replace the model to ensure this display will con-

tinue to be a part of the Ohio State Fair” the proposal states. 
 

Editor’s Note: The resolution of this story was not available at deadline. 

Thanks to Alan  D. Miller, Managing Editor, The Columbus Dispatch, 

for permission to use Adam Cairns’ photograph.    

 
“U.S. Forest Service Kills off Smokey Bear to Get People Serious 

About Fire Safety” 
read the headline of a phony August 23, 2014, CNN-like news report found on You 

Tube perpetrated by some outfit called The Onion. Don’t show this to the kids! 

     “Hoping to reinforce their fire safety message, the U.S. Forest Service debuted a 

brand new ad campaign featuring the horrific, preventable death of their beloved 

mascot Smokey,” the so-called report claimed. According to the voiceover for 

graphic images, Smokey burned to death fighting a wildfire caused by an abandoned 

campfire. A remorseful child responsible for the fire was introduced as the nation’s 

new wildfire prevention spokesperson. 

     Some began to see this professional-quality “report” for the hoax it was when a 

“James Auerback, spokesperson for the U.S. Forest Service” wearing a six-pointed, 

sheriff-style badge on a nondescript khaki shirt—not a Forest Service shield on a 

Forest Service uniform shirt—made a statement justifying bumping Smokey off to 

get public attention.  
 

Editor’s Note: You can’t make this stuff up! Well, it seems whomever The Onion is can, but I can’t…and wouldn’t!  

 

The OldSmokeys wish Smokey all the best!   
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Changes Compiled by Secretary Deb Warren 

 

Please update your OldSmokeys Membership Directory 2014 to 

reflect these membership changes since the Summer 2014 

OldSmokeys Newsletter. 
 

Arredondo, Christine & Rich Kummerle – New members: 

     2503 SE Morlan Way, Gresham, OR 97080 

     Telephone: 503-491-8018  E-mail: 2chrisnrich@gmail.com 

Bennett, Chuck – Change e-mail: ckbennett681@gmail.com  

Capp, Jack – New member: 4726 Dusty Sage Loop, No. 4,  

     Fort Collins, CO 80526 

     E-mail: jack@jccapp.com 

Collier, Linda A. & Tom W. – New members: 36410 Valley 

     View Ln, Halfway, OR 97834 

     Telephone: 541-742-2790  E-mail: licol_99@yahoo.com 

Connaughton, Kent –Change e-mail: kpconnaughton@ earth-  

     link.net  Add telephone: 503-747-5535 

Cooper, Dorothy –Change e-mail: scooper@abrinc.com 

Fitzpatrick, Jen A. & Tom – New members: 212 SW 7th St,             

     Troutdale, OR 97060 

     Telephone: 541-519-2228  E-mail: 3fitzs@comcast.net 

Hall, Frederick C. & Ginger – Change address: 550 N Toma- 

      hawk Island Dr, Portland, OR 97217 

Hopkins, Dave A. & Susan Speir – New members: P.O. Box 

     126, Winthrop, WA 98862 

     Telephone: 509-699-3593  E-mail: hop@methownet.com 

Iraci, Thomas J. & Barbara J. Kennedy – New members:  

     7522 SW Robin Dr, Terrebonne, OR 97760 

     Telephone: 503-341-7749  E-mail: thomasjiraci@gmail.com 

Iwamoto, Y. Robert & Marianne – New members: 15914 30th 

       Dr SE, Mill Creek, WA 98012 

     Telephone: 425-385-8690  E-mail: yukirobma@frontier.com  

Keleman, Bruce A. & Karen L. – New members: 326 N Kan- 

     sas, East Wenatchee, WA 98802 

     Telephone: 509-884-7488  E-mail: bkeleman@televar.com 

Kerr, Jack C. – Change telephone: 541-233-3493  Change 

     e-mail: jkkerr@crestviewcable.com  

King, Marci L. & Ronnie E. – New members: 30836 W   

     Crossroads Ln, Coburg, OR 97408 

     Telephone: 541-968-0123  E-mail: marciaccess@yahoo.com 

Landsberg, Joan – Change address: 3384 W Montrose Ln, 

     Meridian, ID 83646 

     Change telephone: 208-330-6554  Change e-mail: j7lands@  

     yahoo.com 

Lowe, John E. & Deltha – Change e-mail: lowed@att.net 

McNair, Ranotta – Change telephone: 208-660-4994  

McNeil, Robert Lincoln – Deceased January 18, 2014 

Parker, Andrew B. & Deb L. – New members: 6023 Yank Ct, 

     Arvada, CO 80004 

     Telephone: 303-422-1072  E-mail: debtaiandy@comcast.net 

Parker, Walter Theodore – Deceased June 10, 2014. 

Pena, James W. “Jim” & Debbie – New members 

     Telephone: 530-828-4089  E-mail: jamespena100@yahoo.  

     com 

Poet, John Robert “Bob” & Glenda – New members: 725 N  

     21st St, Springfield, OR 97477 

     Telephone: 541-554-6704  E-mail: jbPoet@mac.com 

Polichio, Peg -- Change address: 1763 E Hanley Ave, Dalton 

     Gardens, ID 83815 

     Change telephone: 208-819-0507  Change e-mail: 

      idahomontanagal@gmail.com  

Porter, Douglas D. & Dorothy – Change address: General 

     Delivery, Redmond, OR 97756 (temporary) 

     Change telephone: 503-730-7095 

Pugh, Ronald W. & Christine Coulter – New members: 

     55075 Log Bridge Dr, Sunriver, OR 97707 

     Telephone: 541-593-1811  E-mail: ronpugh@live.com 

Richmond, Robert W. – Deceased September 5, 2014; Joyce  

      survives 

Roy, Deb – New member: 14175 SE Brent Ave, Damascus, 

     OR 97089 

     Telephone: 503-558-8554  E-mail: debora.roy3@frontier. 

      com 

Sand, Steve & Beryl – Change address: 2046 Buckboard Rd, 

      A-2, Roseburg, OR 97470 

Shenk, Vicky – Change e-mail: shenkvicky@comcast.net 

Worthington, Viva – New member: 1071 Lake Dr, Idleyld 

     Park, OR 97447 

     Telephone: 509-260-0879  E-mail: vivaworthington@  

     gmail.com 

 

New Members Compiled by Secretary Deb Warren 
 

Welcome to these new OldSmokeys who have joined the Pacif-

ic Northwest Forest Service Association (PNWFSA) since the 

Summer 2014 OldSmokeys Newsletter went to press. 
 

Christine Arredondo & Rich Kummerle of Gresham, Ore-

gon. Christine served 33 years in the U.S. Forest Service and 

retired in January 2012. She joined the Forest Service in 1978 

in North Bend, Washington, on the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie Na-

tional Forest; after several months in lands learning about cost 

share and rights of way, she began working with the timber 

program planning and laying out timber sales. In 1985, she 

moved to the Sisters Ranger District on the Deschutes National 

Forest to work in silviculture; during that time she became a 

certified silviculturist. In 1987, she returned to the Mt. Baker-

Snoqualmie as Skykomish Ranger District resource assistant 

responsible for recreation, fish and wildlife, and fire; during 

that time she served as acting district ranger for several months. 

Christine moved to the Mt. Hood National Forest in 1991 as 

lands forester; on that job she completed land purchases and 

exchanges. Later she became the recreation, lands, and plan-

ning staff officer in the SO, and retired in that position. Retire-

ment activities include travel, quilting, and internet business. 
 

Jack Capp of Fort Collins, Colorado, served 38 years in the 

U.S. Forest Service from 1967 when he began as a range con-

servationist on the Lincoln National Forest in New Mexico un-

til he retired on the International Programs Staff in the WO in 

2006. In 1970, Jack moved to the Carson National Forest SO as 

wildlife biologist, and in 1972 he moved to the Region 6 RO as 
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a wildlife biologist and then in 1975 moved to the Deschutes 

National Forest SO as range, wildlife, and watershed staff of-

ficer. Jack moved to the WO wildlife and fisheries staff in 

1986. In 1990, he moved to the Region 10 RO as Director of 

Wildlife, Fish, Watershed, and Subsistence. After 10 years in 

Alaska, he returned to the WO in 2000. 
 

Linda A. & Tom W. Collier of Halfway, Oregon, joined June 

18, 2014. Linda retired on August 1, 2000, from the U.S. Forest 

Service on the Big Summit Ranger District, Ochoco National 

Forest, after 25 years of federal service, all of those in the For-

est Service in Region 6. During those years, Linda worked on 

the Umatilla, Wallowa-Whitman, Deschutes, and Ochoco na-

tional forests in reforestation, silviculture, timber, recreation, 

and range management assignments. Retired in Halfway, Linda 

and Tom are enjoying traveling, landscaping their place, and 

volunteering in the area. 
 

Jen A. & Tom Fitzpatrick of Troutdale, Oregon, joined June 

2, 2014. No further information available. 
 

Dave A. Hopkins & Susan Speir of Winthrop, Washington, 

joined August 23, 2014. Dave, a fisheries technician on the 

Methow Valley Ranger District, Okanogan-Wenatchee Nation-

al Forest, has served in the U.S. Forest Service for over 25 

years and claims to be “nearing retirement age.” Dave and Su-

san lost their home to this summer’s Carlton Complex Fire that 

destroyed over 300 homes and burned over 256,000 acres in 

north-central Washington state. 
 

Bruce A. & Karen L. Keleman of East Wenatchee, Washing-

ton, joined July 22, 2014. Bruce retired from the U.S. Forest 

Service on July 1, 2005, on the Okanogan-Wenatchee National 

Forest after 37 years in the Forest Service, 30 of those years in 

Region 6.  
 

Thomas J. Iraci & Barbara Kennedy of Terrebonne, Oregon, 

both U.S. Forest Service retirees, joined July 13, 2014. Tom, 

who retired on July 3, 2009, after 30 years in the Forest Ser-

vice, served his entire career as a photographer and audiovisual 

production specialist and is well known for introducing the 

multi-image slide show to the Forest Service. His career began 

on the Mt. Hood National Forest, mainly on the Zigzag Ranger 

District, and went regional and national in scope. Barbara, 

Tom’s wife, retired from the Forest Service as cooperative fire 

specialist in the Pacific Northwest Region RO after 34 years in 

the Forest Service. Now residing at Crooked River Ranch near 

Terrebonne in Central Oregon, Tom and Barbara spend a lot of 

time on National Forest System, National Park System, and 

BLM lands as visitors, checking out favorite places and enjoy-

ing new ones. Both are avid hikers, and Tom still packs his 

camera along. Occasionally he provides his services to the For-

est Service as a contract photographer and videographer. 
 

Y. Robert & Marianne Iwamoto of Mill Creek, Washington, 

joined July 29, 2014, as life members. Rob, whose 35 years in 

the U.S. Forest Service included 12 years in Region 6, retired 

on December 30, 2011, as seven-year forest supervisor of the 

Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest following five years as 

deputy forest supervisor of the Willamette National Forest. 

Prior to these Region 6 assignments, Rob served as district 

ranger for seven years in Aspen, Colorado, on the White River 

National Forest in Region 2, district ranger for four years in 

Rochester, Vermont, on the Green Mountain National Forest in 

Region 9, district resource officer for two years and district 

silviculturist/planner for five years on the Cannell Meadow 

Ranger District on the Sequoia National Forest in Region 5, and 

five years on the Big Bar Ranger District on the Shasta-Trinity 

National Forest, also in Region 5, as a prep and small sales for-

ester. Rob also served on a number of national teams for the 

WO (Rural Development, Travel Management, Forest Frag-

mentation) and co-chaired the first Management of Giant Se-

quoia symposium. Marianne is a nurse practitioner specializing 

in pain management. Both have traveled abroad numerous times 

to support medical missions, schools, and Rotary International 

projects.   

 

Marci L. & Ronnie E. King of Coburg, Oregon, joined July 7, 

2014. Marci, who served 31 years in the U.S. Forest Service, 

26.6 of those years in Region 6, retired on April 30, 2014, with 

35 years of federal service after serving four more years with 

the Eugene District of the BLM. She was an engineering techni-

cian—a supervisor and manager during her last 14 years—on 

the Willamette, San Juan, Umpqua, Siuslaw, and Mt. Hood na-

tional forests. Marci is “enjoying every minute of [her retire-

ment] time. Playing in the garden and flower beds, giving my 

husband great ideas for house and yard projects, seeing people I 

haven’t seen in many years, traveling, planning future trips, 

enjoying doing what I want to do when I want to do it. Retire-

ment is fabulous!” 

 

Andrew B. “Andy” & Deb L. Parker of Arvada, Colorado, 

joined June 21, 2014. Andy, who served 28 years in the U.S. 

Forest Service, 13 of those in Region 6 where his last duty sta-

tion was the Redmond Air Center, and six years with the BLM, 

retired at BLM’s Colorado State Office on January 3, 2007, 

with a total of 34 years of federal service in fire management. 

Andy’s trek north began on an engine and in prevention on the 

Lake Arrowhead Ranger District, San Bernardino National For-

est, and continued as an engine captain and “fuels guy” on the 

Greenville Ranger District of the Plumas National Forest. In 

Region 6 he served as hotshot superintendent on the Winema , 

Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie, and Deschutes national forests. In Re-

gion 3 he was division chief on the Peaks Ranger District, Co-

conino National Forest. In his last six years—with BLM—he 

was Colorado State Office Chief of Operations/Deputy Director 

Fire and Aviation, and was detailed to the Region 2 RO as As-

sistant Director Fire and Aviation. Deb last served in the U.S. 

Forest Service as a wildlife biologist on the Winema and Och-

oco national forests. Also in Region 6 she was a wildlife biolo-

gist and planner on the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest. 

She also served in Region 3 at the Southwestern Research Sta-

tion and in the Region 2 RO as a public information officer be-

fore she transferred to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service re-

gional office in Lakewood, Colorado, as a writer-editor. Deb 

retired from federal service in April 2014 and now works for 

the National Conference of State Legislators in Denver. 
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James M. “Jim” & Debbie Pena, who just moved in July 

from the Washington, D.C., area where Jim was Associate 

Deputy Chief for the National Forest System to the Portland, 

Oregon, area, where Jim is Regional Forester, Pacific North-

west Region, joined August 7, 2014. Jim is profiled in the arti-

cle “U.S. Forest Service Named Jim Pena Pacific Northwest 

Regional Forester” on page 14. Twenty of Jim’s 36 Forest Ser-

vice career years have been spent in the Pacific Northwest Re-

gion he now leads. 
 

John Robert “Bob” and Glenda Poet of Springfield, Oregon, 

joined May 15, 2014. Bob, whose books Fifteen Years at Im-

naha Guard Station and Looking for Smoke were reviewed in 

the Summer 2014 OldSmokeys Newsletter, is a retired high 

school math teacher and coach who served 32 summers in the 

U.S. Forest Service between 1958 and 1997 on the Mt. Hood, 

Rogue River, and Willamette national forests. Bob started on 

road and survey crews but quickly made a name for himself as 

a fire guard and later an aerial observer and dispatcher. All four 

of Bob and Glenda’s sons—John, Tim, Mark, and Dan who 

“grew up” at Imnaha Guard Station—have worked for the For-

est Service, and John still does. 
 

Ronald W. “Ron” Pugh and Christine M. Coulter of Sunriv-

er, Oregon, joined July 10, 2014. Ron retired from the U.S. 

Forest Service as Special Agent in Charge, Law Enforcement 

and Investigations, in Region 5 on February 28, 2009, after 39 

years of federal service, 35 of those in the Forest Service and 

33 of those in Region 6, and four with the BLM. Ron began his 

career working four years with the BLM and five years with the 

Forest Service in fire and aviation management in Lakeview 

and Medford, Oregon, and Wenatchee, Washington. After 

graduating from college with a B.S. degree in criminal justice, 

he moved into law enforcement. After two years as a uniformed 

law enforcement officer on the Siuslaw National Forest, Ron 

served as a special agent on the Ochoco National Forest for 10 

years and on the Deschutes National Forest for 10 more years. 

In 2003, he transferred to the RO in Portland as Assistant Spe-

cial Agent in Charge for Region 6, and in 2007 became Special 

Agent in Charge for Region 5. Two years later mandatory re-

tirement kicked in. After retirement, Ron moved to southern 

Deschutes County, Oregon. and built a house on the Deschutes 

River which he shares with his fiancé, Christine Coulter, a Sun-

river area realtor.    
 

Deb Roy of Damascus, Oregon, has been fire staff officer on 

the Mt. Hood and Gifford Pinchot national forests since 2007. 

Deb’s U.S. Forest Service career began 31 years ago in 1983 at 

Rager Ranger Station—“a wonderful place”—on the Ochoco 

National Forest where she served five seasons as a temporary 

in fire management and converted to a permanent position in 

1988. She spent the following eight years at Rager Ranger Sta-

tion where she “was fortunate to have other responsibilities that 

included managing the [Paulina Ranger District’s] recreation 

program [and] the facilities program while devoting plenty of 

time to the world of NEPA.” She left Rager late in 1996 for the 

Heppner Ranger District, Umatilla National Forest, to serve as 

district fire management officer, and in 2002 moved to the Mt. 

Hood National Forest as assistant fire staff officer. 

Viva Worthington of Idleyld Park, Oregon, who joined as a 

life member on July 5, 2014, retired from the U.S. Forest Ser-

vice on September 30, 2014, as district ranger of the Diamond 

Lake Ranger District, Umpqua National Forest, since June 

2012. She completed her career on the national forest on which 

her father Dick Worthington, who finished a long Forest Ser-

vice career in 1981 as the Regional Forester of Region 6 in 

Portland, began his career in 1943. During her 36 years in the 

U.S. Forest Service, 27 of them in Region 6, Viva’s worked on 

six national forests in the three Pacific Coast states, starting on 

the Tahoe National Forest in the Young Adult Conservation 

Corps. A graduate of the University of Washington with B.S. 

degree in botany, she subsequently worked as a botanist, envi-

ronmental coordinator, and special use administrator after sever-

al years in timber sale planning and preparation. Prior to her 

current assignment, Viva was deputy district ranger on the Cen-

tral Coast Ranger District-Oregon Dunes National Recreation 

Area, Siuslaw National Forest. Viva enjoys outdoor activities 

such as backpacking, skiing, hiking, motorcycle riding, and 

beachcombing. 

 

Memories 
 

Moran Lee Randy Baker died August 9, 2014, at age 84. Lee 

was born November 27, 1929, in Doran, Virginia, grew up in 

Kingsport, Tennessee, and moved with his family to Tumalo, 

Oregon, in 1945. He graduated from nearby Redmond High 

School, enlisted in the U.S. Army, and served as a medic during 

the occupation of Germany. Lee married Barbara Ann Uphoff in 

Bend, Oregon, in 1951. After his discharge, Lee joined the U.S. 

Forest Service and served as a forestry technician at the Pacific 

Northwest Forest and Range Experiment Station’s (now Pacific 

Northwest Research Station) Bend Siliviculture Laboratory—

where, among other jobs, he worked with pioneering fire ecol-

ogist Dr. Bob Martin to start prescribed burning research east of 

the Cascade Range—until he retired. Survivors include his wife 

Barbra, their sons Randy and Richard, and two grandchildren. 
 

Editor’s Note: Prepared from an obituary in the August 17, 2014, edition of The 

Bulletin (Bend, Oregon) and the editor’s 2007 “Ponderosa Promise: A History 

of U.S. Forest Service Research in Central Oregon” (PNW-GTR-711). 
 

Mort Banasky, a one-time insurance executive in California 

and Washington state who moved to Winthrop, Washington, in 

1984 to serve as a long-time U.S. Forest Service fire lookout as 

well as city council member and mayor, died in late August 

2014 at age 73. Her passion for her fire lookout service and her 

enthusiasm for community service were boundless. Mort spent 

most of her fire lookout time on the First Butte Lookout, 11 

miles northeast of Winthrop on the Okanogan National Forest, 

but finished with a couple years on Leecher Mountain Lookout, 

nine miles southeast of Twisp. “That was her heart and soul,” a 

friend said of Mort’s lookout service. 
 

Editor’s Note: Prepared from an obituary in the August 27, 2014, edition of The 
Methow Valley News.    
 

Elizabeth M. Crook died March 25, 2012, at age 95. She was a 

PNWFSA life member and widow of Ralph R. Cook. Elizabeth 

Phillips was born June 21, 1916, in Pleasanton, Kansas, and 
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Wallace Circus, were on the road. Walt graduated from Royal 

Oak High School and was drafted into the U.S. Army in which 

he served as a scout with the 6th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop 

during the campaign to liberate Luzon during World War II. He 

also served in Korea before being honorably discharged. He 

was awarded the Victory Medal, Good Conduct Medal, Philip-

pine Liberation Medal, and Army of Occupation Medal Japan. 

Walt earned a B.S. degree in forestry at Michigan State Univer-

sity in 1953 and joined the U.S. Forest Service in which he 

served 31 years beginning in fire control on the Bend Ranger 

District of the Deschutes National Forest. It was in Bend he met 

and married Elaine Selken in 1953; they were married 53 years 

until her death in 2007.  In 1957, Walt transferred to the Cres-

cent Ranger District of the Deschutes as a timber sale adminis-

trator, and in 1959 to the Oakridge Ranger District on the 

Willamette National Forest as timber sale administrator. From 

1962 to 1966 he served as timber management assistant on the 

Willamette’s Detroit Ranger District, then returned to the Oa-

kridge Ranger District as reforestation and tree improvement 

forester and nursery supervisor for five years and as the dis-

trict’s planning forester for 13 years before he retired in 1984 

when he and Elaine moved back to Bend. Their daughter Nancy 

and sons Ted and Tom were born at St. Charles Hospital when 

it was on “hospital hill” in downtown Bend. Walt enjoyed all 

outdoor activities, particularly with his family, and took great 

delight in his three grandsons. He was an active member of the 

First Lutheran Church in Bend. Survivors include their daughter 

Nancy Alvarez; sons Walter T. “Ted” and Tom; and two grand-

children 
 

Editor’s Note: Walt’s death was announced in the Summer 2014 OldSmokeys 

Newsletter without further information. This remembrance is based on an obitu-
ary published in The Bulletin, Bend, Oregon, on June 22, 2014, supplemented 

by information provided by Ted Parker. 
 

Robert Main “Bob” Richmond died September 5, 2014, at 

age 76. He was a PNWFSA member. Bob was born January 3, 

1938, in Thermopolis, Wyoming, the first child born in Hot 

Springs County that year. Bob attended small country schools 

and graduated from Cody High School. He attended the Univer-

sity of Colorado, and transferred to the University of Idaho 

from which he graduated in 1961 with a degree in forestry. Bob 

began his 36-year U.S. Forest Service career with field assign-

ments in North Dakota and Montana. This was followed by 

looking after range and watershed resources in the Region 6 RO 

in Portland, Oregon; serving on the Resources Programs and 

Assessments Staff in the WO; and finally returning to the field 

in eastern Oregon where he retired as supervisor of the Wal-

lowa-Whitman National Forest. Bob kept at life in retirement, 

serving as finance chairman for the Baker United Methodist 

Church and in various Freemasonry leadership roles. He was a 

dedicated family man, an avid reader and delightful storyteller, 

and a man of integrity. Survivors include Joyce, his wife of 56 

years; daughter Robyn Richmond-Winden; son Jeffrey; daugh-

ter Verlyn Richmond; special daughter Cyndi Richmond; and 

three granddaughters. 
 

Virgil S. Wilson died September 10, 2014, at age 79. A 1958 

graduate of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 

married Ralph on July 2, 1938, in Portland, Oregon. She 

worked for the Oregon Department of Forestry for many years. 

Survivors include her son Wayne Crook. 
 

Editor’s Note: Wayne Crook advised PNWFSA of his mother’s March 25, 2012, 

death.  
 

Jill Dufour died September 1, 2014, at age 51. According to 

Adam Felts, NEPA Administrative Review and Energy Pro-

gram Specialist, Region 6 RO: “There are facts about Jill, 

where she was born, where she went to school, where she grew 

up. These facts don’t define Jill. What you should know is…” 

what he wrote about Jill shared on page 21. 
 

Glenn Charles Hedgpeth died July 27, 2014, at age 81. Glenn 

was born February 1, 1933, in Medford, Oregon, and grew up 

and graduated from high school in nearby Central Point. He 

worked at various jobs before and while attending college. He 

graduated from Oregon State College in 1961and joined the 

U.S. Forest Service later that year. After a few years working in 

Washington state, Glenn transferred to the Rogue River Nation-

al Forest at Butte Falls, Oregon. There he met Priscilla whom 

he married in 1969. In May 1977 Glenn transferred to the Wal-

lowa-Whitman National Forest in Baker City, Oregon, where 

he retired from the Forest Service in 1991 and lived the rest of 

his life. Glenn loved the outdoors and enjoyed camping, hunt-

ing, fishing, and just spending time in the mountains. He was an 

avid gardener and maintained several lifelong friendships. His 

wife Priscilla died not long before he did. Survivors include 

their daughter Jennifer and their son Matthew. 
 

Robert Lincoln “Bob” McNeil died January 18, 2014, at age 

98. He was a PNWFSA member. Bob was born April 4, 1916. 

Bob’s degree in forestry from the University of Washington led 

to a long U.S. Forest Service career and in the one-time Bureau 

of Outdoor Recreation that took him and his family all over 

Washington and Oregon, with many adventures along the way. 

Upon retirement, he volunteered at the Fort Vancouver National 

Historic Site, Oregon Health Sciences Hospital, and Virginia 

Mason Hospital. Bob was a lifelong reader, and was especially 

fond of American history and politics. He loved music, and is 

remembered as a great raconteur with a fine sense of humor. 

After the deaths of his wife Dorothy and son Tim, Bob turned 

his attention to philanthropic work. He supported libraries, 

scholarships, and numerous programs to help young people in 

his South Park, Seattle, community. Bob’s approach to giving 

was to find local programs that he knew were making a differ-

ence and give them his support. He founded the Plumb, Level, 

and Square Fund, supporting local programs for children and 

young adults, especially those learning the building trades. He 

believed that was how to change lives. Survivors include his 

daughter-in-law Debbie McNeil. 
 

Editor’s Note: This remembrance provided by Deborah McNeil on June 18, 
2014.  
 

Walter Theodore “Walt” Parker died June 10, 2014, at age 

87. He was a PNWFSA member. Walt was born September 9, 

1926, in French Lick, Indiana, and grew up in Royal Oak, 

Michigan, with his parents and in the care of grandparents when 

his mother and father, featured performers with Hagenbeck-
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 in Blacksburg, where he earned a B.S. degree in forestry, Virgil 

had 21 years of experience in silviculture and timber manage-

ment planning in southwestern Oregon on the Rogue River and 

Umpqua national forests. He was forest silviculturist on the 

Umpqua National Forest and played a key role in writing its 

1978 forest plan. 
Editor’s Note: Prepared from information provided by OldSmokey Cheryl 
Caplan, Public Affairs Officer, Umpqua National Forest. 

 

An Appreciation of Jill Dufour 
 

By Adam Felts, U.S. Forest Service 
 

Jill Dufour was an extraordinary person who lit up every room 

she entered. She was kind to everyone no matter his or her sta-

tion in life. She made everyone feel valued. She had a huge net-

work of loving friends. Someone once said that Jill never met a 

stranger. She had an incredible sense of humor and a sharp wit. 

And, oh my, she was smart. 
 

     She was a talented biologist, forest ranger, musician and art-

ist. She was always cooking up some scheme or adventure. 

Among her hobbies were backpacking, sailing, drawing, guitar, 

woodworking, pickle making, fishing, fountain pens, and the list 

could go on. 
 

     She loved her U.S. Forest Service family. Among her most 

recent accomplishments were an assistance trip to Africa with 

international forestry; serving as the district ranger in Tiller; a 

detail as deputy forest supervisor in Mt. Hood National Forest; 

and helping her environmental specialists (little chickens) as 

regional environmental coordinator for the Pacific Northwest 

Region. 
 

     Jill met the love of her life, Anne Boeder, standing in line at 

the Rocky Mountain Folk Festival in Lyons, Colorado, on a 

beautiful August day in 1996. They were inseparable for 18 

years. Two bodies, one soul, enough said. 
 

     Jill’s “little sister,” Judy “Puddin” Booth, tagged along be-

hind her on many childhood adventures as well as some adult 

ones. Judy and Jill were loving sisters to each other and loved to 

tell stories about their childhood in Canada and growing up with 

a rambunctious group of cousins and friends. They had amazing 

parents who adored their girls. 
 

     Jill fought a rare autoimmune disease for 13 years. She was 

braver than anyone should ever have to be. Her spirit was so 

strong through it all. Her body 

finally just gave out. A shout out 

to the many medical profession-

als who cared for her. You are 

extraordinary people. Jill and 

Anne were constantly awed by 

your skill, compassion and small 

kindnesses. 
 
 

     “They that love beyond the 

world cannot be separated by it. 

Death cannot kill what never 

dies.” –William Penn 

 

                                  Jill Dufour    

An Appreciation of 

Art Seamans 
 

By Stan Kiser, 

U.S. Forest Service, 

Retired 
 

To me, Art Seamans was 

the Forest Service at its 

best! He worked tirelessly 

to do what the Hells Can-

yon National Recreation 

Area (HCNRA) wanted 

done. I know, as I worked closely with him and saw first-hand 

his commitment to excellence! 

     Art was well known as a top notch Wilderness Ranger, mak-

ing a name for himself while running the Moose Creek Ranger 

District in the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness. Prior to that, he 

worked a the Slate Creek Ranger Station on the Nez Perce Na-

tional Forest where he was the District Resource Assistant. 

While there, he basically wrote the management plan for the 

Salmon River (known as the “River of No Return”) and the 

Interim Management Plan for the Hells Canyon NRA (before it 

became a management area). 

     When I took the job as River Ranger in the newly created 

Hells Canyon NRA, I worked for a board of four district rang-

ers located within three different regions: 1, 4, and 6. They did-

n’t all agree on what should be done, and there were conflicts 

between districts and regions, each wanting to be the dominant 

player. 

     I was hired in July 1977 to the position of River Ranger, 

with Art becoming my immediate supervisor in 1980. Art was 

the assistant to Al Defler, who was the Hells Canyon NRA Pro-

ject Manager. Art had a full plate, but he also had the 

knowledge and background to get things going. He began as 

soon as he was hired for the position. 

     I learned a lot for Art. He was tireless in doing his job and 

instilling confidence in those who worked for/with him! Al 

Defler and Art worked hard, as did all of us there at the time, in 

implementing the Comprehensive Management Plan. Are over-

saw the Hells Canyon Wilderness and the wild and scenic 

Snake River that ran through it. It wasn’t an easy task. There 

were a lot of detailed work, sleepless nights, meetings, travel, 

funding, and coordination along with the actual implementation 

of the Act passed by Congress and signed into law by President 

Gerald Ford on December 31, 1975. 

     Being Art’s assistant at the newly created HCNRA office in 

Lewiston, I saw firsthand Art’s tireless efforts to make things 

work, come together. He accomplished all the tasks assigned to 

him to the best of his ability. His leadership was exceptional. I 

never felt Art got the recognition he deserved in making the 

HCNRA a viable management unit. If you visit Hells Canyon, 

you can see Art’s handiwork in the museum at Kirkwood, and 

at Cache Creek. He oversaw the river and jet boat permits, both 

private and commercial, and the wilderness areas; he was active 

and on the ground in day-to-day activities. Art was a great 

teacher; he loved the Forest Service and he loved to interpret 

 

 

               Art Seamans 
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the history of the canyon to the visiting public. 

     When he retired, Art continued to work on the river, doing 

what he loved best. All through his career, he had a wonderful 

and loving wife beside him. Art named his jet boat, the one he 

piloted and gave guided trips up the river on, “Buddy” for his 

wife Joyce. Art was known and respected by the folks who 

were on the river. He was pivotal in preserving jet boat use in 

the HCNRA, as there were those who wanted to severely re-

strict their use. Art’s knowledge and skills as a writer helped 

preserve the area for visitors who chose to see the area by boat. 

     Art, in my humble opinion, was an example of exceptional-

ism. He will be missed, always be in the minds and hearts of 

those who knew him! It was fitting that the Northwest Power-

boat Association, as a tribute to Art, saluted Art at his remem-

brance gathering recently at Hells Gate State Park, the location 

of the first office out of which he worked. 

     I can’t say enough good about Art. He was a special guy. 

The Forest Service was very fortunate to have a man of his cali-

ber! 
 

Editor’s Note: OldSmokey Ed Elliott forwarded this apprecia-

tion of the late OldSmokey Art Seamans by Stan Kiser, who 

served with Art on the Hells Canyon National Recreation Area 

from 1977 to 1984. Stan retired from the Mt. Hood National 

Forest as a law enforcement officer. Thanks to Mr. Nathan H. 

Alford, Editor and Publisher, Lewiston Tribune, for permission 

to use the photograph at the beginning of this article. 

Letters 
 

Gordon Schmidt remembers Merle Marshall 

Some thoughts about Merle Marshall. I was a very young fire 

guy when I showed up on the Mt. Hood National Forest. As the 

FMO at the Gorge, I was very worried about my new role as an 

FMO [among] all the “old timers” [like] Merle, Max Siegel, 

Jack Rey, etc. In my first budget meeting, a distribution discus-

sion ensued. Merle came to my rescue and compromise was the 

result. Merle was a fine gentleman and role model for a young-

ster to look up to! He retired a bit later, and I missed his sage 

advice. The last time I saw Merle was at Bea Guererro’s retire-

ment party. Merle had the same old smile and gracious demean-

or then as he had 15 years earlier. He was a great guy as many 

were on the Mt. Hood in those days. 
 

Bob Devlin remembers Bob Richmond 

I first met Bob when he came to Region 6. He was the Director 

or Range, Ecology, Watershed and Soil Management. He then 

moved to forest supervisor in Baker City. Bob was not only a 

very professional member of the Regional Leadership Team, 

but a strong leader of the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest. 

     I will always remember Bob’s friendship, his sense of hu-

mor, and his never ending recitation of Robert Service poetry. 
 

Mike Lunn remembers Bob Richmond 

My heart just aches with the sudden loss of my long-time 

friend, mentor, and just all around good guy, Bob Richmond. I 

first met him in 1972, when we both worked on the Lewis and 

Clark National Forest. I don’t think I’d ever met such a funny 

and yet very effective person. He even made light of the inci-

dent where he and his GDA were packing in the Bob Marshall 

elk hunting; they rode over a little hill and a bunch of elk got 

up. They each picked one out and torched off a shot or two, but 

with no apparent results. So they continued over the next little 

hill and saw two more elk; each shot one and they went to work 

dressing them out. An outfitter came on them shortly after that, 

recognized Bob [as] the district ranger and asked him if he 

knew there were two dead elk lying just where they’d come 

from. One of those “aw s…” moments. Bob and his GDA 

dressed out all the elk, packed them out, then called the game 

warden and turned themselves in. I’m sure it was a scary time, 

wondering about the consequences, but when telling it later he 

just made jokes about it. They had no idea the first elk went 

down. 

     Bob tried to hire me twice, and I would have loved working 

with him. First time was when he was DFS on the Custer Na-

tional Forest. He called the Lewis and Clark and tendered an 

offer of a promotion to GS-11 range forester for me. I didn’t 

know about it until several years later, as my district ranger 

wouldn’t pass it on to me because he was already short-staffed. 

Bob thought for a while that I turned it down. I didn’t even 

know about it until much later. The second time was when he 

was in the WO in RPA. He called me up and told me about all 

the wonderful things a WO assignment would do for my career, 

and promised to weekly put me in my best reins and saddles 

and parade me up and down before the Chief’s office. He had a 

 

Forestry Loses William D. Hagenstein 
 

Forestry lost a giant when William D. “Bill” Hagenstein 

died on September 4, 2014, in Portland, Oregon. He was 

99 years old. 

     Anyone who's read Corks & Suspenders, his 2010 

memoir, knows Bill Hagenstein was born a forester. The 

U.S, Forest Service proved that when—as Jim Petersen 

recalled in his forward to the book—it hired the big six-

teen-year-old Bill and “sent him out with a crew that was 

battling a stubborn fire in north Idaho’s Coeur d’Alene 

National Forest. He loved the work and it showed. The 

summer he was nineteen, the ran a fifty-man Forest Ser-

vice crew on a colossus-of-a-fire in Idaho’s remote 

Selway National Forest. 

     At his mother’s insistence, young Bill “enrolled in the 

University of Washington’s College of Forestry in 1934” 

and went on “to earn a master’s degree at Duke in 1941,” 

Joining the prestigious West Coast Lumbermen’s Associ-

ation—Bill Greeley’s outfit” that year, he made his name 

and contributions in industrial forestry. Just what that 

name and those contributions meant to forestry are reflect-

ed well in Bill Hagenstein’s own words in Corks & Sus-

penders (reviewed in your Fall 2010 OldSmokeys News-

letter) and faithfully in Jim Petersen’s September 11, 

2014, memorial “William D. Hagenstein: 1915-2014” in 

his online Evergreen Magazine. 
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different way of exposure. I figured if it would help me become 

a supervisor AND I’d be working for Bob, it couldn’t get much 

better. So I applied. About six weeks later he called me up at 

my desk on the Oaknogan National Forest, and in typical Bob 

fashion said, “Hey Lunn! I have some good news and some bad 

news.” I asked for the good news. He said “You’ve been select-

ed for the position in my staff.” I was ecstatic, then remem-

bered the other part. I ask, “So what is the bad news?” Bob 

said, “The Chief won’t let me fill the position.” That was as 

close as I ever came to working for him. 

     But being a supervisor in the Pacific Northwest with him 

was just an outstanding experience, and he gave me wise (and 

often very funny) counsel on how to get along in Region 6. He 

made the RLT meetings a lot more enjoyable, even when he 

was “calling in from a phone booth somewhere out in the east-

ern Oregon prairies.” Bob was quite a guy; I’ll say a prayer for 

his family, and hope that God doesn’t break a rib laughing as 

Bob comes into his fold full of funny stories and BS. 
 

Ted Stubblefield remembers Bob Richmond 

I always thought Bob Richmond would simply ride off into the 

sunset one day, never to return, pasck-string in tow. Maybe he 

has, in his own way. He was always such an entertainer as the 

Cowboy Poet at Leadership meetings. Stood tall trying to get 

“the rest of R6” to listen to the issues of “the east side NFs,” 

largely in vain. I remember his saying that “in 15 years, there’s 

only been ONE eastside Leadership meeting.” 

     A gentle but strong soul. I miss not seeing him around.  
 

Pat Kelly remembers Art Seamans 

A great man, Art Seamans. In the early 1980s he was the Assis-

tant Area Manager for the Hells Canyon National Recreation 

Area based in Lewiston, Idaho. The NRA had superb leader-

ship with Al Defler and Art. Managing that unit was a chal-

lenge. Most of what happened in the canyon was front page 

news in Lewiston and Boise and pretty invisible to the Oregon 

media. Senator James McClure (R-ID) was the Chair of the 

Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee. He often 

tangled with NRA policy but knew and respected Art. Art was 

the face of the Forest Service to a lot of Idaho folks who disa-

greed with some of the Forest Service’s management decisions 

in the canyon but gave the agency a break when Art explained 

it to them. 

     He also caught sturgeon tagged No. 29 multiple times, 

which became a long standing legend in the canyon. 

     Thanks, Art, for showing me how to work in the grey while 

standing for principles. 
 

Mike Lunn remembers Art Seamans 

We all have to die. I hope Art is remembered by all of us as 

one of the really fine people of the Forest Service. 
 

Max Peterson remembers Art Seamans 

Art certainly was a dedicated and professional Forest Service 

employee. 
 

Gail (Aschenbrenner) West remembers Art Seamans 

It was a pleasure to work with Art Seamans. His enthusiasm 

and energy level was absolutely contagious. He was a fine per-

son and helped carve the legacy of the Hells Canyon National 

Recreation Area. 
 

Dave Caraher comments on PNWFSA picnic and offers 

     Great Pailsey Campout as reason for not being there 

Thanks to all the OldSmokeys who once again organized and 

participated in a great summer picnic. I always enjoy reading 

about the highlights and seeing all the photos of my old friends, 

and am sorry that once again I couldn’t be there. But I do have 

what I think is an acceptable excuse, which I now offer to all of 

my OldSmokey friends who were at the picnic. 

     In May 1971 four families who worked together on the Pais-

ley Ranger District of the Fremont National Forest had their fill 

of cabin fever and decided to break out of the doldrums of a 

Paisley winter and go camping. They headed to Steens Moun-

tain and set up camp in a field near Little Blitzen Creek. A herd 

of wild horses raced by and disrupted the first evening. Down-

pours of unending rain disrupted the second. The field became 

so muddy the men had to chain up the pickups to move to drier 

ground. Even so, the outing afforded so much enjoyment as 

well as a needed change of scenery, those hardy families decid-

ed to do it again the next year, and the next, and so on. We 

have been camping together every year since. In what has be-

come one of the outfit’s more remarkable stories, 2014 marked 

our 43rd consecutive year of what has become known as the 

Great Paisley Campout. 

     For those who might recognize the names of some of our 

members, the “Paisley Group” includes, with their families: 

Ora Temple (District FMO), Jack Peterson (Timber Manage-

ment), John Aegerter (District Ranger), and myself (Other Re-

sources). Others who once participated byut have fallen by the 

wayside: Mike Panelli (Silviculturist), Bob Kiser (Timber 

Management), Chuck Hill (Timber Management), and Bob 

Bamburg (District Ranger). 

     Over the years, children, grandchildren, and even great 

grandchildren have joined in the campout. Each year a different 

family takes responsibility for planning and hosting the cam-

pout, and until a few years ago we camped at a different place 

every year. {This] took us all over Oregon, once to the Ruby 

Mountains in Nevada, and a time or two in California. We have 

had as many as 11 Paisley Forest Service families in attend-

ance, totaling over 40 in camp, and as few as five families, 

numbering just around 12 or 14. Our children, and our chil-

drens’ children have joined the tradition, so there’s no telling 

how many more years the Great Paisley Campout will contin-

ue. 

     So here’s my excuse for being absent from the OldSmokeys 

picnic: years ago, after so many poor camping weather week-

ends in Oregon in May, we moved the date of the Paisley cam-

pout to the first week of August. That means I have to choose 

between the Paisly campout and the OldSmokeys summer pic-

nic. Of course, I always opt for joining my old Paisley Forest 

Service friends at our campout. That tradition and those bonds 

are just too strong to be broken.   
 

Jim Torrence comments on PNWFSA picnic photos 

     and Region 6 regional foresters 

I want to give a big thank you to Paul and John for the photos 

they take at OldSmokeys events. I have not attended any events 
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for several years, and the pictures are great fun for me to look 

at. It’s fun to see many faces I recognize, but each year there 

are more and more faces I don’t recognize. Not because of age 

but because of youth. 

     The picture taken at the recent picnic of all the regional 

foresters [see page 4] got me to thinking. When I was 20 years 

into my Forest Service career there were two living Region 6 

retired regional foresters, Herb Stone and Charlie Connaugh-

ton. I have been retired 25 years and there are four Region 6 

retired regional foresters in the picture from the picnic. In ad-

dition, there are four [more] not in the picture: John Butruille, 

Jeff Sirmon, Tom Costen and myself. That makes two 44 years 

ago and eight today. I have pondered on why the difference 

and conclude that there are probably several reasons, but most-

ly I think it is an indication of just how much things have 

changed in the last four and one-half decades.  

 

Forum continued from page 3      
 

OldSmokey President-elect Jim Rice 

Considers PNWFSA Membership Growth 
 

As a young man growing up and just starting to work with the 

U.S. Forest Service I always enjoyed reading about the early 

days of the outfit. Riding a horse and packing a gun sounded 

really cool. I also greatly enjoyed listening to older Forest Ser-

vice employees with whom I worked and retirees I knew tell 

stories about the work they did when they first started out and 

the legacy they left behind. I always hoped that someday I 

could look back and be as proud of my work with the outfit as 

they were with theirs. 

     Then, just after the turn of the [twenty-first] century, I 

watched a DVD called The Greatest Good. This documentary 

inspired me greatly. The message I took home weas that in the 

last  100 years every generation of Forest Service employees 

experienced something totally different and each generation 

left a unique legacy of which it could be proud. It also made 

me realize even more that each and every generation had its 

own “good old days.” 

     So, the reason I am reflecting on all this now is that I am 

one of the many new retirees who would like the younger For-

est Service employees to understand why my generation did 

what we did and why we are proud of the legacy we left. One 

way to do this is to get more recent retirees from the rank and 

file to join the OldSmokeys and share their historical perspec-

tive. We have a wealth of knowledge and a great perspective 

on the changes the agency went through the last 25 years. We 

also have a pretty decent understanding of the struggles with 

which the next generation of employees is dealing. And, I 

hope, we have some constructive ways to support that next 

generation so that someday—someday soon, under our new 

membership eligibilities—that generation will want to join the 

OldSmokeys, too. 

     At the May banquet I was asked if I had any ideas on how 

to get more recent rank and file retirees to join. Honestly, I 

have no silver bullet. I do believe, though, that if each and 

every member were to reach out to their friends and former 

coworkers and spread the news about the great things the 

OldSmokeys are doing, we will attract many new retirees and 

gain the ears of many current employees. I think we just need 

to figure out how to make more people “want” to join this great 

Pacific Northwest Forest Service Association. 
 

     I am confident that, with all of us working together, we 

“Can Do” it. 
 

—Jim Rice 

 

OldSmokeys Desi Zamudio’s Canopy Gap 

Forestry Articles are Hidden Gems 
 

OldSmokey Desi Zamudio’s series on canopy gap forestry is a 

hidden gem in the OldSmokeys Newsletter.  His articles under-

line how much we can gain by looking closely at the land as we 

walk across it. By observing its varying populations of birds, 

bees, and buds, we can begin to unravel its deeper mysteries. 
 

     Desi’s ability to apply knowledge from a voluminous library 

of forest research results to look a the smaller thins we often 

overlook—from the ants we step on to the shrubs we stumble 

through—is insightful. By simply observing their numbers and 

spatial diversity, he can unravel the lands underlying geology, 

microclimates, and potential to support resources such as grass 

and timber we deem valuable. His ability to see their interrela-

tionships far exceeds my own, but I appreciate his encouraging 

me to look closer at those plants and insects that are so easily 

overlooked. As I read his articles, I feel like an uninitiated tech-

nical mendicant at the knees of a forest philosopher as he con-

nects the dots between Ceanothus and the number of bumble-

bees buzzing beneath the three phases of forest cover. 
 

     Desi’s ability to interpret the advantages of Swiss cheese 

forestry or the land’s food web showcases what a magical 

world we live in and how much we still need to learn to under-

stand its climatic change challenges. Desi, thanks for the 

thoughtful insights brought to life from your vast library of 

research papers and textbooks that few of us have time or te-

nacity to read. Your articles are a special delight to me as an 

OldSmokey Newsletter reader. 
 

—Jon Stewart  
 

 
OldSmokeys News continued from page 3  
 

     Dave and Susan were provided the requested membership 

information and joined the PNWFSA on august 23, 2014. 
 
 

     A thank-you letter also was received from Charlie and Jessi-

ca McCarthy and their family who wrote: “Thank you so much 

for your generous gift! It will go a long way as we work toward 

rebuilding our home! We have been humbled and amazed by 

the support we have received, and the thoughtfulness by people 

such as you.” 
 
 

     “Thank you again so much. While this has been and will 

continue to be a difficult time, we will make it through and be 

stronger than before. Thanks again. —Charlie, Jessica, Cane & 

Cate. 
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 Books 
 

OldSmokey Jon Stewart 

Sees Americans Walking 

Away From The Land as 

He Walks the Continental 

Divide Trail 
 

By Les Joslin 
 

What did OldSmokey Jon Stewart 

think about as he walked week-upon-

week along the Continental Divide Trail’s (CDT) 3,700 miles 

from Mexico to Canada? 

     Well, he thought about the natural beauty of the American 

West, the people he met and with whom he sometimes walked, 

the realities of survival on the trail. But, above all, what was 

foremost on his mind during his three-summer trek along North 

America’s splendid spine is clearly reflected in the title of his 

just-published book, Walking Away From The Land: Change At 

The Crest Of A Continent. 

     As he did in his 2010 book Pilgrimage To The Edge: The 

Pacific Crest Trail and the U.S. Forest Service, in which he 

chronicled that 2,650-mile Mexico to Canada walk and reflec-

tions it stimulated, reviewed in your Winter 2011 OldSmokeys 

Newsletter, Jon takes us along on his more recent hike of the 

CDT and shares his thoughts on mankind’s relationships with 

the land. 

     Walking Away From The Land, just published by Xlibris, is 

a book for all readers. Long-distance backpackers will revel in 

Jon’s detailed accounts of their art; naturalists in his lyrical de-

scriptions of the mountains and deserts he travels. And con-

cerned citizens across the board will be gripped by his evoca-

tions and explanations of where, how, and why the American 

people—and even the U.S. Forest Service—are “walking away 

from the land,” what it all means, and what might be done 

about it. 
 

A changing world 

Along the CDT, Jon witnesses a changing world resulting from 

unintended consequences of increasing populations and urban-

izing societies. Their many and often destructive demands on 

the environment call out for a new world citizen capable of 

living simply and consciously through understanding the land 

and our dependence on it—and acting on such understanding to 

develop and pursue lifestyles that will sustain the world’s abil-

ity to sustain human life. 

     As he reflects on this, Jon discovers he’s met and walked 

with “the prototype new world citizen” on his CDT hike. She’s 

a person I, by sheer coincidence, met a year later on one of my 

PCT treks. “This citizen was and is Hmmm,” by trail name. 

“Well educated, she lives simply and frugally” as she “enriches 

her life through experiences, not through things.” But, on re-

flecting on the vast differences between the lives of the average 

consumer and her life, Jon despairs that her service as “a role 

model for the future…will never happen. … Hers is a laudable 

 

U.S. Forest Service 

Heritage Book Sale to Benefit 

OldSmokeys Grant Fund! 
 

After more than 20 years of researching, writing, and 

publishing U.S. Forest Service heritage books, Wilder-

ness Associates in Bend, Oregon, is going out of busi-

ness and making the remaining copies of two of its best

-selling titles available to OldSmokeys at the attractive 

low price of  just $10.00 per copy including shipping. 
 

All the money paid for these books (except 

for actual postage) before the end of 2014 

will be donated to the Pacific Northwest 

Forest Service Association’s Grant Fund! 
 

So, if you’ve ever wanted to read either or both of these 

books by and about pioneer forest rangers who served 

parts of their careers in the Pacific Northwest—or if 

you want to give either or both of these books as 

gifts—and benefit your PNWFSA to boot, now’s the 

time!  

Walt Perry: An Early-Day Forest Ranger in New 

Mexico and Oregon (1999, 190 pages, historic photo-

graphs) is the story of a self-made forester with timber 

management ethic and savvy that greatly benefitted 

national forests in New Mexico and Oregon. He served 

in the U.S. Forest Service from 1910 to 1936. 
 

Ranger Trails (1937, reprinted 2008, 160 pages plus 65 

new pages of prologue, epilogue, and historic photo-

graphs) tells the story of John Riis, the son of a famous 

New York journalist, who served as a U.S. Forest Ser-

vice ranger in Utah, California, Idaho, and Oregon from 

1907 to 1913. Introduction by Gifford Pinchot. 
 

Send check for $10 for each copy to: Les Joslin, 

2356 N.W. Great Place, Bend, Oregon 97701. 
 

Good Books Make Great Gifts! 
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 example, but one that far too few of us dare emulate.” 

     And so Jon lays out another path toward sustaining life on 

earth. 
 

A personal genre 

OldSmokeys may be proud we have among our number a phil-

osophical and physical adventurer who experiences and ex-

plains as few can what we all should see and know. Jon’s read-

ers discover a dichotomous genre that is his alone. Walking 

Away From The Land, as was Pilgrimage To The Edge before 

it, is both a guide to a trail and its trials and tribulations and 

joys, and a guide to one’s self and society and to serving and 

sustaining both. 

     That Jon’s beautiful and vital books don’t become best 

sellers speaks volumes—no pun intended—about the Catch-22 

nature of publishing these days. To get published, you have to 

have been published—commercially and successfully—and 

promoted, or do it yourself, as many good writers do, but often 

to little if any avail. But that’s another story about American 

culture and commerce. 

     As far as Jon’s story goes, you can order Walking Away 

From The Land through your local bookstore order desk; 

online from Xlibris.com, Amazon.com, or Barnesandno-

ble.com; or by phone from Xlibris at 1-888-795-4274 ext. 

7879. 

OldSmokey Les Joslin 

Shares Seventy Years 

of Life & Duty 
 

By Jon Stewart 
 

An autobiography tells how its 

author came to be who he or she 

was and is and, presumably, why a 

reader should care. Few autobiog-

raphies touch on as many aspects 

of recent American history as Life 

& Duty: An American Adventure 

in which OldSmokey Les Joslin—

editor of your Old Smokeys News-

letter for almost nine years—shares life and career experiences 

in naval intelligence, national forest stewardship, and college 

and university teaching during the past 70 years. 

     Les wanted to be a forest ranger for almost as long as he can 

remember. But, as told in Part I of Life & Duty that summarizes 

his early life from 1943 to 1967, it didn’t turn out quite that 

way. That desire, born of a May 1950 radio news story about 

the rescue of a bear cub—Smokey Bear—in New Mexico, ma-

tured to lead him to the University of California as a pre-

forestry student and to five Toiyabe National Forest seasons as 

a firefighter and fire prevention guard. But didn’t pan out. Aca-

demic issues and a military service requirement ultimately pro-

duced not a Berkeley forester but a San Jose State College ge-

ographer who became a naval intelligence officer. 

     Part II tracks Les’s U.S. Navy career from officer candidate 

and intelligence officer schools through duty in a carrier-based 

A-6 Intruder attack squadron, as an intelligence school instruc-

tor and a Washington, D.C., intelligence analyst, as an intelli-

gence officer in USS Kitty Hawk, in two intelligence officer 

assignments in London and two more in Washington, D.C. All 

these add up to 22 years of Cold War service during which Les 

saw the world, met and married an English girl named Pat, 

fathered two daughters, earned two graduate degrees, and at-

tained the rank of commander. 

     “When it became perfectly obvious I wasn’t going to be an 

admiral,” Les jokes, he retired from the Navy and moved to 

Central Oregon to do all the other things he wanted to do. As 

detailed in Part III, these included a return to the Forest Service 

in several capacities, college and university teaching, other 

community service, and writing. In several chapters his pas-

sions for the Forest Service and the National Forest System 

shine through. 

     But, as those who know Les know, his Forest Service work 

wasn’t always what he’d hoped. He did some good in the field 

from 1990 to 2003, but later found significant goals blocked by 

personnel and budget systems anathema to effective leadership 

and management. Les decided he might do more to benefit the 

Forest Service and the National Forest System from the outside 

than from within. That continuing effort, too, is an adventure. 

     Les Joslin’s 564-page Life & Duty, published this summer 

by Xlibris, is available online from Xlibris.com, Amazon.com, 

or Barnesandnoble.com; or at 1-888-795-4274, ext. 7879.  

 

 

Stories Wanted 
 

Book on U.S. Forest Service Women in 

the 1960s Through the Present 

Needs Women’s Stories 
 

Sue Wright Sutherland is interested in networking with 

women who started U.S. Forest Service careers and be-

came trailblazers who changed the culture of the Forest 

Service. Sue believes it is time to tell women’s stories in 

a book the working title for which is Inadvertant Trail-

blazers. 
 

     Books such as What Did We Get Ourselves Into? Ed-

ited by Ruth Freeman and Sampler of the Early Years  

produced by the Forest Service Wives Club are fascinat-

ing reading and delightful glimpses of how the Forest 

Service was. 
 

     Sue is collecting women’s stories before they are lost 

and forgotten with the intention to publish them in a 

book. Are you willing to share your story? 
 

     Please feel free to contact Sue by phone at 435-630-

0889 or by e-mail at <sue.sutherland2007@ymail.com>. 

Sue is looking forward to exploring this adventure with 

you!  
 

Editor’s Note: This article was sent to your OldSmokeys 

Newsletter by Dave Stack, Vice President and Executive 

Director of the National Museum of Forest Service His-

tory in Missoula, Montana.   
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Films 
 

Planes: Fire & Rescue 

is Disney’s Look at 

Aerial Firefighting, 

Sorta… 
 

By Les Joslin 
 

“‘Planes: Fire & Rescue’ is 

roughly twice as good as its pre-

decessor, ‘Planes,’ which was so 

story-and-laugh starved it would 

have given ‘direct-to-video’ a bad 

name. Yes, there was nowhere to go but up.” So wrote Roger 

Moore, McClatchy-Tribune News Service film critic, of Dis-

ney’s kids’ movie he more or less damned with faint praise. 

     Well, that review combined with reports of a U.S. Forest 

Service partnership in a film about aerial firefighting made this 

a must-see movie for me! I took my Christmas gift movie 

card—yep, I don’t go to many movies—to the local multi-

plex—yep, we’ve got one in Bend—to check it out. 

     What I saw was an exercise in anthropomorphism—not of 

animals but of machines in a strange world populated by ma-

chines only—that might warm the heart of some internal com-

bustion engine freaks even as it misrepresents almost every 

aspect of aerial firefighting to kids too young to know better. 

     Yet even this fantasy has some redeeming historical value: 

the story’s  premise of old planes being converted for fire-

fighting duty certainly rings true. As tough as they were, the 

old Navy TBMs and PBYs and later P-2 Neptune, S-2 Tracker, 

and P-3 Orion aircraft were, even if not portrayed as such in 

this effort, the stars of this feature-length cartoon. 

     Still, at the end of the day, I’d prefer my grandson learned 

about aerial firefighting from somewhat more realistic depic-

tions such as the 1952 classic Red Skies of Montana. 

     But then, I always was an old stick in the mud. 
 

 

Watch closely—if you watch at all—for Scorchy, this feature 

cartoon’s mechanized substitute for Smokey Bear, a character 

that shows up only briefly and distantly . 

Uncle Sam’s Cabins 
 

Cedar Bark House 
Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest, Oregon 
 

By Les Joslin 
 

An historic structure clad in cedar-bark siding on the Powers 

Ranger District of the Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest is 

all that’s left of the former Port Orford Cedar Experimental 

Forest headquarters compound built in 1936 by the Civilian 

Conservation Corps (CCC) for the U.S. Forest Service. 

     This compound was later designated the Ferris Ford Work 

Center in honor of a former CCC camp supervisor and U.S. 

Forest Service engineer who died in the mid 1950s when he 

was swept away in a landslide along the South Fork of the Co-

quille River while trying to save another person. 

     A six-year effort to restore the so-called Cedar Bark House 

for eventual use as a recreation rental facility netted Jim Ford, 

Ferris Ford’s son, a 2008 Pacific Northwest Region Individual 

Volunteer Award presented by then Forest Supervisor Scott 

Conroy in January 2009. “The Forest Service kind of ran out of 

money,” Ford said of the restoration effort that became his per-

sonal project. “When I accepted that award, I told them...I just 

happened to try to coordinate it,” Ford said. “All the rest of 

them did all the work.” 

     “All the work” restored a building constructed using stand-

ard Pacific Northwest Region plans—a building that became 

unique when local officials, encouraged to adapt the plan to 

blend with the local environment, used strips of bark from Port 

Orford cedar trees as siding. 

     To get there, leave Interstate 5 south of Roseburg at Exit 

119 (Winston/Wildlife Safari Park) to follow Oregon Highway 

42 for about 53 miles toward Myrtle Point to the well-signed 

turnoff for Powers. Follow the very curvy road about 17 miles 

to Powers and continue for about another 15 miles south of 

Powers. Look for a concrete bridge on your right, cross the 

bridge, and follow the road a short distance to the structure. 
 

Prepared from information provided by Ferris Ford Simpson. 
 

The  Cedar Bark House, Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest. 
 

                     Photograph courtesy of Ferris Ford Simpson 
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Out of the Past 
 

C.C. Hall: Pioneer 

U.S. Forest Service 

Ranger and Supervisor 
 

By Roy Elliott 
 

Reprinted from Timber-Lines 19 

published by the Thirty-Year Club 

in June 1967; slightly edited by Les 

Joslin 
 

Mr. Hall was Supervisor of the old Santiam National Forest 

from 1916 to March 1, 1933, during which time I worked as a 

Forest Guard and Ranger under his supervision. Since a com-

plete narrative of his official career would be quite lengthy, I 

will portray only some of the fine qualities I know of him as my 

former boss and good friend. 
 

Acknowledgement is made for the cooperation given to me by 

Mrs. Lois Dehaven, Mr. Hall’s daughter, and to Kirk P. Cecil, 

contemporary forester, in furnishing essential information for 

this biography. 
 

--Roy Elliott 
 

CHARLES CHANDLER HALL was born in Decatur, Illinois, 

May 9, 1870, and died January 7, 1939, in Seattle, Washington. 

He was one of the most interesting and colorful personalities 

produced by the U.S. Forest Service. He was a small man of 

sturdy physique. His solid, square shoulders, prominent high 

cheek bones, and protruding eyebrows denoted the strength of 

character concealed within him. His piercing blue-green eyes 

would blaze with fury in anger, and become soft and gentle in 

amiable moods. Being a man of moods, those who knew him 

well learned to detect them from a distance and to respect them, 

for therein lay the prospect of agreeable working relations. 
 

     C.C. Hall’s first appointment in the Forest Service was on 

January 1, 1906, as Assistant Forest Ranger on the Hell Gate 

National Forest in Montana (now part of the Lolo National For-

est). On January 1, 1907, he was promoted to Forest Ranger on 

the Big Hole National Forest in Montana (later renamed Deer-

lodge National Forest) and became Supervisor of that forest on 

November 1, 1907. On July 9, 1910, he transferred to Ala-

mogordo, New Mexico, as supervisor of the [Alamo, now] Lin-

coln National Forest, followed by [a brief stint in Tres Piedras, 

New Mexico, as Carson National Forest supervisor, and then] a 

transfer, January 1, 1913, as Supervisor of the Tonto National 

Forest, Arizona. On March 19, 1916, he became Supervisor of 

the Santiam National Forest, Oregon (later combined with the 

Cascade National Forest to form the Willamette National For-

est), and retired March 1, 1933. 
 

     Mr. Hall’s acquaintances included many of the leaders of 

that era: Theodore Roosevelt, Gifford Pinchot, E.A. Sherman, 

Charles Graves, and many others. Numerous stories stem from 

those early days in Forest Service history. One was told of an 

altercation in which one of his rangers was challenged and shot 

it out in a gunfight with a trespasser on his district. Mr. Hall 

and his rangers also once served as mounted escort to President 

William Howard Taft on a trip through Anaconda, Montana, in 

1910. President Taft was photographed with his escort when he 

made a major public speech from the balcony of the old hotel. 

This is believed to be the only instance of a mounted forest 

officer escort to a President of the United States. 
 

     C.C. Hall liked a good saddle horse and was an accom-

plished rider. His eagerness to get things done, however, would 

at times lead to pitiless demands on his mount as well as his 

own strength. It was not uncommon for him to ride thirty to 

forty miles in the course of a day’s work. 
 

     In the field he was seldom without a six-shooter in a holster 

on his hip. He could use it well. He could bring down a red 

squirrel at twenty paces with ease, and often would do so for 

camp meat which he prepared by par-boiling and frying. There 

would come a twinkle of merriment in his eyes as he offered to 

divide the squirrel with me, knowing very well that it would be 

refused. 
 

     Improvements were few and rough-hewn on the Santiam in 

1916 when Mr. Hall came. The Forest then consisted of two 

ranger districts with a total of about seven hundred and fifty 

thousand acres. The unfinished, drafty ranger district headquar-

ters, houses, and the few primitive protective improvements 

were vastly inferior to the comfortable and standard facilities 

now seen on the districts. 
 

     The nineteenth century land grant for the Santiam Wagon 

Road, that spanned the Cascadia Ranger District across the 

Cascade Range, comprised the entire road system on the forest 

and there probably were not more than two hundred miles of 

passable horse trails. A spur of the southern Pacific Railroad 

extended to the logging community of Detroit. This was the 

situation when C.C. Hall came, and one that he contributed so 

materially to in changing for the better during his administra-

tion. The limited available building materials, lack of transpor-

tation and communications, would have disheartened a less 

courageous man. 
 

     But to C.C. Hall these obstacles were but challenges. A 

sawmill was erected at Fish Lake to cut the desperately needed 

lumber for a building program. It was a two or three man mill 

with a capacity cut of probably a thousand board feet per day. It 

was also a seasonal mill operated by protective personnel. It is 

doubtful if thee was any direct appropriation to operate the 

mill, but there were Hall’s determination and John Short, Forest 

Guard at Fish Lake. The sun was his time piece and he was 

unafraid of the hard work in any task or undertaking to which 

he was assigned. He possessed a wide range of natural ability 

and his ambition was equaled only by Mr. Hall himself. Be-

cause of the determination these men possessed, sufficient lum-

ber was produced to accomplish the building program. It was 

rouigh lumber and lacked dimensional precision, but it was 

sound, sturdy and usable. Some of the buildings constructed 

from it are still in use, notwithstanding their age of more than 

thirty-five years. 
 

     Roads were constructed, using native material, between 

points of administrative importance across the forest.   The  old  

 

 C.C. Hall about 1912 
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became Supervisor, administrators had been lax and rangers 

were not backed up. In the Big Hole Basis, where I was later 

District Ranger, the sheep and cattle men were wrangling 

among themselves, but united brazenly against the Forest Ser-

vice. Cattlemen drove uncounted and unpermitted stock onto 

the range at night. Near Butte, they were defiant. Then came 

Hall. He strapped on his pistol, and with the rangers rode right 

into the trouble spots, called permittees together and told them 

to behave or else. He and his rangers carried arms and still 

wore them when I came on the scene.” 
 

     “From what I heard in Montana,” reflects Cecil, “I am sure 

he did a thorough job of bringing order out of chaos, much to 

the benefit of the Forest Service. I hope the Washington Office 

records give him credit due.” 
 

     Mr. Hall’s concluding years of service found him working 

under the handicap of failing health, making field trips espe-

cially most difficult. He chose to go in the field only with close 

friends and associates because of the excruciating seizures of 

leg cramps that became more frequent with over-taxing of the 

muscles. His deep love for family, affinity for friends, and the 

mellowing of time, frought with disappointment and grief, fi-

nally subdued the once fiery spirit, and brought into perspec-

tive the superb qualities of compassion and kindness so suc-

cessfully obscured beneath the rough exterior during the earlier 

days of his career.    
 

Editor’s Note: There’s much more to C.C. Hall’s story. There’s 

enough more in Lawrence and Mary Rakestraw’s 1991 History 

of the Willamette National Forest to double the length of Roy 

Elliott’s article. And still more in Walt Perry’s 1938 memoir 

Walt Perry: An Early-Day Forest Ranger in New Mexico and 

Oregon  (Bend, Wilderness Associates, 1999), see page 25. And 

there’s the whole story of historic Fish Lake Ranger Station 

and Remount Depot, which served as his Santiam National 

Forest summer field quarters and at which he lived in the Hall 

House named for him. At any rate, instead of researching and 

writing a C.C. Hall story too long to publish in your 

OldSmokeys Newsletter, I decided to reprint Elliott’s first-hand 

account; written in 1967, it too comes Out of the Past. 
 

One gap in Roy Elliott’s story about C.C. Hall is Hall’s brief 

assignment between the Alamo and Tonto national forests as 

forest supervisor of the Carson National Forest headquartered 

at Tres Piedras, New Mexico. He was transferred in 1911 from 

the Alamo to the Carson to solve organizational and leadership 

problems, and “took the job with the intention of remaining 

only long enough to put the forest on a sound footing,” Aldo 

Leopold biographer Curt Meine explained on page 108 of Aldo 

Leopold: His Life and Work (Madison, The University of Wis-

consin Press, 1988). “With its guards, rangers, and officers 

scattered over two mountain ranges and nine thousand square 

miles of the New Mexico Territory,” Hall decided, “the forest 

needed cohesion” (Meine, 109) and started “The Carson Pine 

Cone” with his deputy supervisor, the later famous Aldo Leo-

pold, its first editor.  
 

Do you have a good “Out of the Past” article? Of so, please 

send it in and share it with other OldSmokeys! 

In 1911, Carson National Forest Supervisor C.C. Hall (right) 

rode with Deputy Forest Supervisor Aldo Leopold  (left) and 

Forest Assistant Ira T. Yarnell at Tres Piedras, New Mexico. 
                                             U.S. Forest Service photograph by Raymond Marsh 

 

Santiam Wagon Road served as a base line from which to start, 

and from it has developed the elaborate road system now exist-

ing. Sections of this historic road may still be seen in numerous 

places along the present high speed Santiam Highway. 
 

     Supervisor Hall practiced a strict adherence to impartial en-

forcement of game laws, and demanded no less from his subor-

dinates. Forest regulations made game law enforcement a major 

activity, and he interpreted them literally. He maintained a 

friendly working relationship between forest officers and the 

Oregon State Police. Numerous game law violations ranging 

from hunting for the market to wanton killing for sport were 

uncovered, with violators brought to justice. The record in game 

law enforcement during his tenure of office on the Santiam was 

never before equaled. Contrary to popular in-service concept, 

he believed that fair and impartial enforcement, coupled with 

strict observance of the game laws by forest officers, kindled a 

respect transcending resentment, and actually strengthened, 

rather than weakened, official community prestige of the Forest 

Service. 
 

     Sometimes Mr. Hall’s temper was detrimental to friendly 

relations with colleagues and to good public relations. His phi-

losophy was “that he would rather have a man’s respect than his 

friendship.” He was resolute and unyielding to a principle, con-

siderate and forthright with subordinates. His loyalty was a vir-

tue of excellence seldom seen in this self-centered world of 

men. A pet expression close to his heart and often vocalized 

was “I reserve the right to give my rangers hell, when I think 

they deserve it, but I’ll be damned if I will stand for anyone else 

to do so in my presence.” 
 

     Kirk P. Cecil, who served on the Deerlodge National Forest 

shortly following Mr. Hall, comments as follows: “I did not 

meet him before he left Anaconda. However, as a District 

Ranger, and later doing ‘June 11’ surveys on the entire forest, I 

met all the rangers and learned a great deal about Hall’s four 

years tenure on this forest. He was hard and to the point, and 

always quick to enforce regulations. He had to be. Before he 
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My First Forest Service Job 
 

OldSmokey Rolf Anderson shares two early U.S. Forest Ser-

vice memories—a Butte, Montana, interlude en route his first 

seasonal job in 1954, and his first professional assignment in 

White Sulphur Springs, Montana, that began in July 1958. 
 

Butte, Montana: June 1954 
 

We were on a road trip. Every teenager’s dream—cruising the 

open road, breaking away from the drab routine responsibilities 

of everyday life. And this was an ultimate, mega-road trip. We 

were headed clear across the country—from Pennsylvania to 

the Rocky Mountains and beyond. 

     Just finished with our first year of forestry school at the 

Penn State Mont Alto campus, four of us were headed for our 

first summer jobs with the U.S. Forest Service. Wow! Real 

forestry work with an agency we’d only read about. We were 

overflowing with the anticipation of high adventure in the Far 

West. 

     Totally on our own, away from the oversight (and support) 

of parents and professors, we were on an adventure charting 

new territory. My three car-mates were from western Pennsyl-

vania and I was from Washington, D.C. Dick Voelker had the 

wheels, a 1949 two-door Ford sedan. Ted Seman, Jack 

Armitage, and I filled out the roster. 

     We headed west in mid-June after meeting n the Pittsburgh 

area, usually driving all day and late into the night. When we 

were all too tired to drive, we searched out a back road leading 

off the two-lane highway—no interstates in those days, parked 

the car off the road, and slept a few hours. Sometimes squashed 

together in the car, but sprawled out on the ground if it wasn’t 

raining or too cold. 

     The days were long—wending our way through countless 

small towns, eating at greasy local diners, finding restrooms (or 

the countryside) for potty and (kind of) cleanup stops. We 

worked our way west—through Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, up 

into a corner of Wisconsin, then through southern Minnesota, 

South Dakota and the seemingly endless open country of east-

ern Montana, emerging one rainy late afternoon into the then 

mostly mining-based town of Butte, perched high on the Conti-

nental Divide. 

     We opted for a meal at a small café, checking out the pa-

trons as we squeezed into a booth. Most of them looked like 

mill workers and miners coming off or going on shift. Our 

waitress was about our age and friendly, returning our banter as 

she took our orders and checking on us throughout the meal. 

Another girl behind the counter was about the same age and 

equally friendly. They were both at the cash register when we 

approached to pay our bill, continuing the small talk. It started 

to dawn on this travel weary group—these nice young women 

were coming on to us! 

     Suddenly we were on the precipice of an adventure far 

greater than any of us had imagined—a wild night with local 

lovelies. Pondering our thoughts individually, I’m sure we all 

came to the same unspoken realization there were other proba-

bly participants in this potential adventure not so enticing—a 

group of resident males—also about our age. Glancing around 

the diner, we could see the local guys sizing us up and mutter-

ing among themselves. The tension was thick—slowly building 

like a scene from a cheap B movie. These guys fully felt the 

need to protect their turf from a bunch of outlanders. They 

weren’t going to just let us come in and take their women—not 

without a rumble. 

     Were we ready for this? The setting—crowded around the 

cash register in full view and sound of the Butte patrons—

didn’t lend itself to an in-depth discussion of the pros and cons 

of pursuing this adventure. We hesitated—the girls looked up 

at us with questioning eyes—the guys just looked at us. 

     Suddenly, Ted broke the tension as effectively as putting a 

pin to a balloon. He brought us back to our original mission—

reporting to the U.S. Forest Service on time and in general 

good health. Stepping to the register, he took only change from 

the outstretched hand of the young woman, announcing loud 

enough for all in the diner to hear—“We have to get going. 

We’re Government Men with a job to do!” 

     And, filled with renewed self-importance, we turned around 

and strode out into the dark, rainy night. 
 

White Sulphur Springs, Montana: 1958 
 

I graduated from Penn State University with a bachelor’s de-

gree in forest management in June 1958. I received a job offer 

in July from the U.S. Forest Service in Region One on the Lew-

is and Clark National Forest in White Sulphur Springs, Mon-

tana. Sounded good to me. My desire was to work in the West. 
 

     We (my wife Bobbie, several week old daughter Kathy, and 

I) headed west in early August. White Sulphur Springs was a 

small long-time ranching, more recently timber-based town in 

central Montana, sitting in a broad grassland valley between the 

Big Belt and Little Belt mountains. It is described well by na-

tive Ivan Doig in his autobiographical book This House of Sky. 
 

     The Lewis and Clark National Forest (and other national 

forests in Region One) had received additional funding to build 

up their forester and range management forces. I was a benefi-

ciary of that hiring program. I was the third (or fourth) full-time 

employee on the district. The other full-timers were Ranger 

Walt Sundell who handled the range management functions 

and an assistant ranger. I can’t recall if the timber sale techni-

cian was full-time or part-time. We also had two or three part-

time (WAE) employees in fire management and general activi-

ties and a district clerk. 
 

     I had a variety of assignments, although my primary task 

was to help with our timber program. In the early 1950s the 

Forest Service offered a mega, multi-year timber sale program 

providing a sustained flow of timber to establish a sawmill in 

town. Our job was to identify cutting areas under the long-term 

timber sale contract. We layed out and cruised clear-cut units of 

mostly lodgepole pine, sometimes only days ahead of the cut-

ters. If I remember correctly, payment was based on the 

cruise—I don’t recall any log scaling. 
 

     The timber technician, Bud McNeal, ran the show. Bud was 

an old-timer, nearing retirement. When we were doing timber 

sale layout work on steep ground we would walk uphill a ways, 
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then Bud would sit down on a windfall log to catch his breath. 

After a while he would stand up, peer uphill for a bit, then re-

sume the climb. We would repeat this sequence as we worked 

our way up the slope. The first time I went with Bud, after the 

first few steps followed by peering uphill, Bud told me he al-

ways wanted to pick out the next resting log before leaving the 

current one. 

     We always seemed to be just ahead of the logging crew, so 

we continued to designate cutting units into the winter season. 

This meant working in snow anywhere from a few inches to a 

foot deep. On one project we snowshoed in each day to the job 

site several miles from the road. We had about all the district 

employees on that job, so we could get it done before the deep 

snows came. Bud always packed a gallon can of gas in with us 

so he could be sure to get a large stump fire going at lunch-

time. 

     With a skeleton workforce, it wasn’t unusual to work in the 

field alone. Once in late summer I was out on a trail away from 

my vehicle when I was suddenly enveloped by a violent east-

ern Montana thunderstorm, like those I had read about in the 

Lewis and Clark journals. This storm had wind and pelting 

rain, finishing up with hailstones the size of large marbles—or 

maybe small golf balls. Here I was, by myself, no hardhat, and 

too far from my rig to consider a mad dash for the protective 

shelter of the cab. After ducking and dodging I ended up bear-

hugging a large Douglas-fir, hoping the drooping branches 

would deflect some of the missiles. 

     Another time, I was out in mid-winter measuring a snow 

course. On the way in, on snowshoes, I traversed an open slope 

with a few inches of melted then refrozen snow cover, making 

for a slick surface. The slope tilted toward a steep cliff, drop-

ping about 50 feet straight down to a stream. On my return trip, 

although I was walking gingerly, about halfway across the 

slope my snowshoes suddenly flew out from under me. I was 

on my back, sliding downhill feet first toward the cliff. All I 

could do was frantically kick my heels (actually the tail-end of 

the snowshoes) into the slope, hoping they would catch hold 

and stop my slide. Lots of thoughts raced through my head as I 

neared the slope at an increasing rate of speed. About 20 feet 

above the cliff edge the shoes did take hold and stopped my 

descent. I carefully rolled over, got up, and made my way to 

safer terrain. 

     As winter arrived, the forest started to run out of funding 

(my first of many, many similar experiences) and the district 

sometimes scrambled to provide legitimate work for me. Some 

of the district’s long-time part-time employees were fur-

loughed earlier than normal for the winter to help cover my 

full-time wages. I felt pretty uncomfortable about that. Over 

the winter I ended up working on a makeshift forest bridge 

crew, a collection of workers from throughout the forest con-

structing a wooden vehicle bridge deep within the district. One 

of the crew was a packer, at least in his sixties, who worked 

summers leading a string of horses and mules throughout the 

future Bob Marshall Wilderness. He had narcolepsy and would 

often fall asleep as soon as we sat down for a break. Others 

told the story that he would also fall asleep on horseback, rid-

ing unawares up and over one of the most notorious  (steep and 

rugged) high-pass trails in the “Bob.” During the job, he grum-

bled to himself and our foreman about the greenhorn forestry 

graduate that couldn’t keep up with him driving 10-inch spikes 

into the decking. Later I was assigned to the forest carpenter to 

help him build a garage next to the ranger’s residence. 

     All the newly hired professionals in Region 1 were brought 

to Missoula for a week to be trained up on Forest Service pro-

grams and protocol. Evenings were open to experience the Mis-

soula nightlife, including the infamous corner hotel/café with 

the large grill where at any time of day or night you could see 

eggs, steaks, potatoes and cow brains being prepared side by 

side—or even intermixed. 

     Housing was scarce in White Sulphur Springs. We lived in 

several apartments, one a converted church and another the 

daylight basement of a house owned and occupied upstairs by a 

local rancher. We also spent several months in an ancient, well-

weathered two-story house on the edge of town, with the only 

cooking appliance a large wood-fired cook stove that also was 

the sole source providing heat to our hot water tank. 

     Our first full-time Forest Service job in eastern Montana 

was an eye-opener full of new adventures and experiences for a 

fresh-out-of-school couple from the East Coast. 
 

Rolf in 1956, between these 1954 and 1958 stories, wrestling 

the front end of a Merry Packer along the Emile Trail on the 

Umpqua National Forest’s old Little River Ranger District 

headquartered at Glide, Oregon. The guy on the back is 

OldSmokey Dick Connelly, who Rolf says “seems to show up 

everywhere!” Rolf and Dick were summer employees “sharing 

time on the Timber and Engineering crews, mostly campout 

shows.”  
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